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MILLENNIAL  SERIES 

THE  PROPHETIC  CONTEXT  OF  THE 
MILLENNIUM 

By  John  F.  Walvoord,  Th.  D. 

THE  RESURRECTION  AT  THE  SECOND  ADVENT 

One  of  the  major  revelations  concerning  the  second  com¬ 
ing  of  Christ  is  the  prediction  of  the  resurrections  which 
will  take  place  at  that  time.  According  to  Revelation  20:4-6, 
the  event  described  as  the  "first  resurrection"  takes  place 
immediately  after  the  second  coming.  The  Apostle  John  re¬ 
cords  the  vision  in  the  following  words:  "And  I  saw  thrones, 
and  they  sat  upon  them,  and  judgment  was  given  unto  them: 
and  I  saw  the  souls  of  them  that  had  been  beheaded  for  the 
testimony  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  word  oi  God,  and  such  as 
worshipped  not  the  beast,  neither  his  image,  and  received 
not  the  mark  upon  their  forehead  and  i4K>n  their  hand;  and 
they  lived,  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years"  (Rev. 
20:4-6). 

The  expression  "first  resurrection"  has  constituted  an 
exegetical  problem  for  all  interpreters.  Posttribulationists 
cite  this  reference  as  evidence  that  the  raptur'*  could  not 
occur  until  after  the  tribulation.  Pretribulationists  have 
rightly  held  that  the  first  resurrection  is  not  an  event,  but  an 
order  of  resurrection.  It  is  evident  that  our  Lord  rose  from 
the  dead  as  the  first  one  to  receive  a  resurre  ion  body-- 
others  previously  raised  from  the  dead  had  merely  been  re¬ 
stored  to  their  former  natural  bodies.  His  resurrection, 
though  widely  separated  from  resurrections  which  follow,  is 
included  in  the  first  resurrection,  otherwise  the  event  de- 
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scribed  in  Revelation  would  not  be  "first.”  According  to 
1  Corinthians  15:20,  Christ  is  "the  firstfruits  of  them  that 
are  asleep,"  i.e.,  the  first  part  of  the  resurrection  of  all 
saints.  Likewise,  the  evidence  that  the  translation  of  the 
church  takes  place  before  the  tribulation  would  point  to  a  large 
segment  of  the  righteous  dead  being  raised  before  the  tribu¬ 
lation.  These  also  would  qualify  as  taking  part  in  the  first 
resurrection. 

In  contrast  to  the  first  resurrection  of  Revelation  20  is 
the  resurrection  of  the  wicked  dead  portrayed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  chapter.  The  first  resurrection  therefore  becomes 
the  resurrection  of  all  the  righteous  in  contrast  to  the  final 
resurrection  which  is  the  resurrection  of  the  wicked.  The 
question  remains,  however,  concerning  the  identity  of  these 
who  take  part  in  the  first  resurrection  at  this  time. 

The  resurrection  of  tiie  tribulation  saints.  According  to 
the  description  given  in  Revelation  20:4,  those  who  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  first  resurrection  are  those  who  have  "been 
beheaded  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  word  of 
God,  and  such  as  worshipped  not  the  beast,  neither  his  im¬ 
age,  and  received  not  the  mark  upon  their  forehead  and  upon 
their  hand. "  This  is  a  description  of  those  who  were  mar- 
t3rred  for  their  faith  in  Christ  during  the  time  of  the  great 
tribulation,  as  predicted  in  Revelation  13:7-18.  In  Revela¬ 
tion  20:4,  their  resurrection  is  described  in  the  words  "they 
lived. "  All  doubt  is  removed  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  words 
"they  lived"  by  their  identification  as  those  who  have  been 
partakers  of  the  "first  resurrection"  (w.  5-6).  They  are 
raised  to  reign  with  Christ  a  thousand  years,  or  throughout 
the  millennium,  as  priests  of  God  and  of  Christ.  Practically 
all  conservative  expositors  agree  that  the  tribulation  saints 
are  raised  at  this  time,  though  some  see  it  as  the  beginning 
phase  of  a  general  resurrection  of  all  the  righteous. 

The  resurrection  of  righteous  Israel.  The  chief  problem 
relative  to  the  resurrections  at  the  second  coming  of  Christ 
among  premillenarians  is  the  question  of  whether  righteous 
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Israel  and  Old  Testament  saints  in  general  are  raised  at  this 
time.  A  popular  interpretation  originating  in  Darby  and  his 
associates  is  that  the  resurrection  of  Old  Testament  saints 
takes  place  at  the  same  time  as  the  rapture  of  the  church, 
that  is,  before  the  tribulation.  This  interpretation  has  been 
followed  by  such  worthy  expositors  as  William  Kelly,  A.  C. 
Gaebelein,  C.  I.  Scofield,  and  a  host  of  others.  Support  for 
this  interpretation  is  provided  by  three  general  arguments: 
(1)  Christ  died  for  Old  Testament  saints  as  well  as  for  the 
church  and  therefore  they  are  entitled  to  resurrection  at  the 
same  time  as  the  church.  (2)  According  to  1  Thessalonians 
4:16,  the  voice  of  the  archangel  is  heard  at  the  time  of  the 
rapture.  Inasmuch  as  Biichael,  the  archangel,  is  the  special 
protector  of  Israel,  his  presence  at  the  rapture  would  indi¬ 
cate  Israel's  resurrection.  (3)  The  twenty-four  elders  of 
Revelation  4  are  composed  of  both  Old  and  New  Testament 
saints  and,  inasmuch  as  these  are  pictured  in  heaven  crowned 
and  therefore  rewarded  in  Revelation  4  before  the  tribulation, 
it  would  indicate  that  Old  Testament  saints  as  well  as  the 
church  have  already  been  raised  from  the  dead. 

Though  the  foregoing  interpretation  has  had  widespread 
recognition  among  premillenarians  of  the  Brethren  school  of 
interpretation,  there  are  good  reasons  for  reconsideration. 
The  reference  to  "the  dead  in  Christ"  (1  Thess.  4:16)  by  no 
means  clearly  includes  all  saints.  The  expression  "in 
Christ"  is  uniformly  used  in  the  New  Testament,  wherever 
it  has  theological  meaning,  as  a  reference  to  those  who  have 
been  baptized  by  the  Spirit  into  the  body  of  Christ,  and  is 
never  used  in  reference  to  saints  before  the  Day  of  Pentecost. 
It  is  significant  that  the  word  saints,  a  more  general  desig¬ 
nation  of  the  righteous,  is  not  used  but  that  a  technical  ex¬ 
pression,  "the  dead  in  Christ,"  is  used  instead.  It  would 
seem  to  indicate  a  limitation  of  the  prediction  to  those  who 
die  in  the  present  dispensation. 

The  second  argument  relative  to  Michael,  the  archangel 
and  special  protector  of  Israel,  is  not  based  on  explicit  state¬ 
ment  of  the  text.  It  is  true  that  Michael  is  the  special  pro¬ 
tector  of  Israel,  but  he  is  also  the  archangel,  that  is,  the 
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head  of  all  the  angels.  In  view  of  the  spiritual  conflict  which 
has  been  raging  ever  since  sin  entered  the  universe,  the 
presence  of  Michael  at  so  tremendous  an  event  as  the  rapture 
can  hardly  be  taken  ipso  facto  as  evidence  that  his  voice  is 
directed  to  Israel  only.  It  could  conceivably  be  a  shout  oi 
triumph  in  view  of  the  tremendous  accomplishment  and  vic¬ 
tory  over  Satan  and  death  vdiich  the  rapture  represents. 

Of  the  three  general  arguments  usually  offered,  that 
based  on  Revelation  4  is  probably  the  most  uncertain.  It  is 
by  no  means  clear  that  the  four  and  twenty  elders  represent 
both  Old  and  New  Testament  saints.  Some  believe  that  the 
four  and  twenty  elders  represent  only  the  church.  Others 
believe  that  they  are  not  redeemed  men  at  all,  but  holy 
angels.  The  revised  text  of  Revelation  5:9  opens  the  possi¬ 
bility  to  this  latter  interpretation.  In  view  of  the  disagree¬ 
ment  on  the  identification  of  the  twenty-four  elders  even 
among  premillenarians,  the  argument  based  upon  this  sec¬ 
tion  becomes  one  of  dubious  value.  It  should  be  evident  to  an 
impartial  observer  that  none  of  the  arguments  are  explicit, 
and  one  is  left  without  clear  revelation  concerning  the  time 
of  Israel's  resurrection  as  far  as  these  passages  are  con¬ 
cerned. 

Over  against  the  obscurity  in  the  New  Testament,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  fact  that  the  Old  Testament  seems  to  place  the 
resurrection  of  Israel  after  the  tribulation.  In  Daniel  12 
immediately  after  the  description  of  the  great  tribulation  in 
the  preceding  chapter,  a  deliverance  is  promised  Israel  at 
the  close  of  the  tribulation  in  the  following  words:  "And  at 
that  time  shall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince  who  stand- 
eth  for  the  children  of  thy  people;  and  there  shall  be  a  time 
of  trouble,  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation  even 
to  that  same  time:  and  at  that  time  thy  people  shall  be  deliv¬ 
ered,  every  one  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the  book.  And 
many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake, 
some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting 
contempt"  (Dan.  12:1-2). 

According  to  Daniel,  the  deliverance  occurs  after  the 
"time  of  trouble, "  an  obvious  reference  to  the  great  tribula- 
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tion,  and  it  is  predicted:  "at  that  time  thy  people  shall  be  de¬ 
livered,  every  one  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the  book. " 
In  other  words,  a  general  deliverance  for  the  ri^teous  among 
Israel  is  promised.  In  this  connection,  in  verse  2  it  is 
stated:  "And  many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth 
shall  awake,  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame 
and  everlasting  contempt."  A  problem  arises  within  pre mil¬ 
lennial  interpretation  because  there  is  brought  together  in 
one  verse  the  resurrection  of  the  righteous  which  according 
to  premlllenarians  occurs  before  the  millennium,  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  wicked,  which  according  to  Revelation  20 
occurs  after  the  millennium.  Some  have  tried  to  solve  this 
difficulty  by  spiritualizing  the  resurrection  of  verse  2.  A.  C. 
Gaebelein,  for  instance,  writes:  "The  physical  resurrection 
is  not  taught  in  the  second  verse  of  this  chapter,  if  it  were 
the  passage  would  be  in  clash  with  the  revelation  concerning 
resurrection  in  the  New  Testament.  There  is  no  general 
resurrection.  .  .  .  We  repeat  the  passage  has  nothing  to  do 
with  physical  resurrection.  Physical  resurrection  is  how¬ 
ever  used  as  a  figure  of  the  national  revival  of  Israel  in  that 
day.  They  have  been  sleeping  nationally  in  the  dust  of  the 
earth,  buried  among  the  Gentiles.  But  at  that  time  there  will 
take  place  a  national  restoration,  a  bringing  together  of  the 
house  of  Judah  and  the  house  of  Israel"  (A.  C.  Gaebelein, 
The  Prophet  Daniel,  p.  200). 

Most  premillenarians  would  agree  with  the  point  of  view 
that  there  is  a  future  restoration  of  tiie  nation  Israel  and  that 
this  is  sometimes  portrayed  in  terms  of  resurrection  as,  for 
instance,  in  Ezekiel  37:1-14.  The  only  reason,  however,  for 
assigning  such  an  interpretation  to  Daniel  12  is  Gaebelein's 
statement  that  to  do  so  would  "clash  with  the  revelation  con¬ 
cerning  resurrection  in  the  New  Testament."  Such  a  "clash," 
however,  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  conclusion,  as  the  dis¬ 
tinction  between  resurrection  before  and  after  the  millennium 
is  not  contradicted.  Daniel  places  the  resurrection  of  both 
after  the  tribulation.  The  only  real  contradiction  is  of  the 
idea  that  Israel  is  not  raised  after  the  tribulation.  Inasmuch 
as  Revelation  20:4-6  clearly  places  the  resurrectloo  of  trib- 
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Illation  saints  after  the  tribulation  there  is  no  real  problem 
in  placing  the  resurrection  of  Old  Testament  saints  at  the 
same  time.  Spiritualizing  the  resurrection  of  Daniel  12 
would  leave  unsolved  the  resurrection  of  tribulation  saints. 

Tregelles  translates  Daniel  12:2  as  follows:  "And  many 
from  among  the  sleepers  of  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake; 
these  shall  be  unto  everlasting  life;  but  those  [the  rest  of  the 
sleepers]  shall  be  unto  shame  and  everlasting  contempt" 
(S.  P.  Tregelles,  Remarks  on  the  Prophetic  Visions  in  the 
Book  of  Daniel,  p.  159,  words  in  brackets  supplied  by  Tre¬ 
gelles).  By  this  translation  Tregelles  solves  easily  and  with 
proper  reason  the  distinction  between  the  resurrection  of  the 
righteous  before  the  millennium  and  the  resurrection  of  the 
wicked  after  the  millennium.  It  also  makes  clear  that  this  is 
a  literal  resurrection,  not  merely  a  restoration  of  the  nation 
Israel. 

Nathaniel  West  supplies  a  similar  translation  as  follows: 
"The  true  rendering  of  Dan.  xii.  1-3,  in  connection  with  the 
context,  is  'And  (at  that  time)  Many  (of  thy  people)  shall 
awake  (or  be  separated)  o^  from  among  the  sleepers  in  the 
earth-dust.  These  (who  awake)  shall  be  unto  life  everlasting, 
but  those  (who  do  not  awake  at  that  time)  shall  be  unto  shame 
and  contempt  everlasting. '  So,  the  most  renowned  Hebrew 
Doctors  render  it,  and  the  best  Christian  exegetes"  (Nathan¬ 
iel  West,  The  Thousand  Years  in  Both  Testaments,  p.  266). 

As  these  translations  bring  out,  there  is  really  no  justi¬ 
fication  in  the  text  for  spiritualizing  the  resurrection  of  the 
righteous  dead  in  the  Daniel  passage.  The  principal  reason 
offered  by  those  who  follow  this  interpretation  is  that  this  is 
necessary  to  conform  to  the  New  Testament,  but  the  New 
Testament  teaching  does  not  require  this  interpretation. 

A  similar  difficulty  is  found  in  another  important  Old 
Testament  passage  on  the  resurrection  of  Israel,  namely, 
Isaiah  26: 19  which  is  as  follows:  'Thy  dead  shall  live;  my 
dead  bodies  shall  arise.  Awake  and  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in 
the  dust;  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth 
shall  cast  forth  the  dead."  In  this  passage,  as  in  Daniel, 
writers  such  as  William  Kelly  insist  that  literal  resurrection 
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is  not  in  view.  Supposed  support  for  this  is  found  in  the  con¬ 
text  in  Isaiah  26:14  where,  according  to  Kelly,  a  literal  in¬ 
terpretation  would  mean  that  the  expression,  "they  shall  not 
live;  they  are  deceased,  they  shall  not  rise,"  would  teach 
that  the  unsaved  are  not  raised  at  all  (cf.  William  Kelly, 
Exposition  of  Isaiah,  p.  265).  This  is  by  no  means  neces¬ 
sary,  however,  as  the  passage  could  be  interpreted  as  mean¬ 
ing  that  the  unsaved  in  view  here  will  die  and  therefore  not 
be  able  to  rise,  that  is,  stand  up.  The  issue  of  resurrection, 
then,  is  not  involved  in  verse  14.  By  contrast,  verse  19  is 
a  very  clear  reference  to  resurrection  where  the  expression, 
"Thy  dead  shall  live;  my  dead  bodies  shall  arise, "  seems  to 
be  a  clear  reference  to  resurrection.  Again,  one  suspects 
that  Kelly  and  those  who  follow  this  interpretation  are  being 
guided  by  their  preconceived  ideas  that  Israel  must  be  raised 
at  the  time  the  church  is  translated. 

While  this  point  in  doctrine  is  not  one  of  major  moment, 
those  who  insist  that  Israel  is  raised  at  the  rapture  are  re¬ 
quired  thereby  to  spiritualize  both  the  Daniel  and  Isaiah  pas¬ 
sages,  which  are  the  principal  references  to  the  resurrection 
of  Israel  in  the  Old  Testament.  In  fact,  it  is  difficult  to  find 
any  passage  which  clearly  teaches  the  general  resurrection 
of  righteous  Israel  in  the  Old  Testament  if  the  Daniel  and 
Isaiah  passages  are  disqualified  from  literal  interpretation. 
It  furthermore  puts  an  unnecessary  burden  upon  those  who 
would  follow  the  pretribulational  view  to  link  the  resurrection 
of  Israel  with  the  rapture  of  the  church,  as  the  Daniel  passage 
puts  the  resurrection  of  Israel  after  the  tribulation  and  not 
before.  It  may  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  preferable 
view  is  that  the  resurrection  of  righteous  Israel  takes  place 
when  Christ  comes  to  establish  His  millennial  kingdom.  This 
in  no  way  complicates  the  pretribulation  rapture  and  in  fact 
strengthens  this  point  of  view,  solving  as  it  does  many  of  the 
problems  raised  by  posttribulationists  against  the  idea  that 
Israel  is  raised  before  the  tribulation. 

JUDGMENTS  AT  THE  SECOND  COMING 


Practically  all  classes  of  conservative  Bible  expositors 
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agree  that  there  will  be  judgments  at  the  time  of  the  second 
coming  of  Christ.  Postmlllenarians  and  amillenarians  usually 
subscribe  to  a  general  resurrection  and  a  general  Judgment 
at  this  time  in  which  all  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  dead 
are  brought  before  the  divine  tribunal.  Premlllenarians  of 
course  postpone  the  judgment  of  the  wicked  dead  until  after 
the  millennium,  but  find  in  the  Scriptures  an4)le  evidence  that 
the  wicked  living  on  the  earth  will  be  judged  at  the  time  d 
the  second  coming. 

Five  judgments  are  distinguished  in  Scripture  as  being 
related  in  some  sense  to  end-time  events.  The  first  of  these 
is  the  judgment  of  the  church,  the  body  of  Christ,  at  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ,  usually  considered  by  pretribula- 
tionists  to  have  taken  place  in  heaven  immediately  after  the 
rapture  and  prior  to  the  return  of  Christ  to  the  earth.  At  the 
second  coming,  after  the  tribulation,  the  judgment  of  the 
Gentiles  takes  place,  and  the  righteous  are  separated  from 
the  wicked  living  on  the  earth  at  that  time.  A  third  judgment 
has  to  do  with  regathering  Israel  and  takes  place  early  in  the 
millennial  reign  of  Christ.  Two  final  judgments  mark  the 
close  of  the  millennium— the  judgment  of  the  angels,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  wicked  dead  at  the  great  white  throne  judg¬ 
ment.  The  time  and  place  of  these  judgments,  the  character 
of  the  judgments,  and  the  character  of  those  being  judged  re¬ 
quire  that  these  judgments  be  distinguished.  To  affirm  that 
all  of  these  judgments  take  place  in  one  great  judgment,  at 
the  time  of  the  second  coming  of  Christ,  requires  extensive 
spiritualization  of  many  of  the  details  of  the  predictions  in¬ 
volved  and  makes  inq>ossible  a  literal  fulfillment.  Without 
attempting  a  formal  refutation  of  conflicting  views,  an  outline 
of  the  pre  millennial  interpretation  of  the  judgments  taking 
place  at  the  beginning  of  the  millennium  can  now  be  presented. 

The  judgment  of  the  church.  Many  references  in  the  New 
Testament  present  the  truth  that  the  church  will  be  judged  by 
Christ  Himself  (Korn.  14:10-12;  1  Cor.  3:11-16;  4:1-5;  9:24- 
27;  2  Cor.  5:10-11;  2  Tim.  4:8).  Inasmuch  as  the  translation 
d  the  church,  according  to  the  pretribulational  point  d  view. 
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has  already  separated  the  righteous  from  the  unrighteous, 
only  saved  people  will  be  involved  in  the  Judgment  of  Christ 
in  connection  with  the  church.  The  judgment  will  have  as  its 
supreme  question  the  matter  of  reward.  According  to  1  Co¬ 
rinthians  3:14,  that  which  abides  the  fire  of  judgment  will 
constitute  a  basis  for  reward.  Those,  however,  who  do  not 
have  ground  for  rewards  shall  nevertheless  be  saved,  as 
stated  in  1  Corinthians  3:15.  It  is  intimated,  however,  in  1 
Corinthians  4:5  that".  .  .  then  shall  each  man  have  his 
praise  from  God. "  The  reward  is  pictured  in  1  Corinthians 
9:24-27  like  the  prize  awarded  a  runner,  and  we  are  exhorted 
so  to  live  or  run  the  race  that  we  may  obtain  the  prize: 
"Know  ye  not  that  they  that  run  in  a  race  run  all,  but  one  re- 
ceiveth  the  prize?  Even  so  rim;  that  ye  may  attain.  And 
every  man  that  striveth  in  the  games  exerciseth  self-control 
in  all  things.  Now  they  do  it  to  receive  a  corriq)tible  crown; 
but  we  an  incorriqitible.  I  therefore  so  run,  as  not  uncer¬ 
tainly;  so  fight  I,  as  not  beating  the  air:  but  I  buffet  my  body, 
and  bring  it  into  bondage:  lest  by  any  means,  after  that  1  have 
preaclied  to  others,  1  myself  should  be  rejected."  The  origi¬ 
nal  word,  adokimos,  translated  "rejected,"  means  to  be  dis¬ 
approved,  that  is,  disqualified  for  reward.  It  does  not 
indicate  a  loss  of  salvation,  as  is  made  clear  in  1  Corinthi¬ 
ans  3:15.  The  "fear  of  the  Lord"  of  which  Paul  speaks  in  2 
Corinthians  5:11  is  the  dread  (tf  standing  before  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ  with  a  wasted  life  that  is  not  due  a  reward. 
The  judgment,  distinguishing  as  it  does  that  which  is  good  and 
bad,  again  is  primarily  occupied  with  the  question  of  reward, 
not  of  punishment.  As  Romans  8: 1  makes  clear:  "There  is 
therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ 
Jesus."  As  creatures  of  gprace,  sins  are  forgiven,  but  re¬ 
wards  are  distributed  on  the  basis  of  effective  testimony  for 
Christ. 

The  judgment  of  the  Gentiles.  One  of  the  important 
truths  related  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ  is  that  "the 
times  of  the  Gentiles"  ends  upon  Christ's  return  to  the  earth. 
At  that  point  it  is  fitting  that  a  judgment  of  the  Gentiles  should 
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take  place  as  a  preparation  for  the  millennial  kingdom.  A 
number  of  important  Old  Testament  Scriptures  give  the  de¬ 
tails  of  this  judgment.  Psalm  2  anticipates  a  judgment  iq;>on 
the  Gentiles  as  a  prelude  to  Israel's  restoration  as  a  nation. 
According  to  Isaiah  63:1-6,  the  Gentiles  will  be  put  down  in 
that  day  and  many  of  them  put  to  death.  A  specific  reference 
to  this  future  judgment  is  found  in  Joel  3:1-2,  12  as  follows: 
"For,  behold,  in  those  days,  and  in  that  time,  when  I  shall 
bring  back  the  captivity  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  I  will  gather 
all  nations,  and  will  bring  them  down  into  the  valley  of  Je- 
hoshaphat;  and  !  will  execute  judgment  upon  them  there  for 
my  people  and  for  my  heritage  Israel,  whom  they  have  scat¬ 
tered  among  the  nations:  and  they  have  parted  my  land.  .  .  . 
Let  the  nations  bestir  themselves,  and  come  up  to  the  valley 
of  Jehoshaphat;  for  there  will  I  sit  to  judge  all  the  nations 
round  about."  Other  in^rtant  references  are  found  in  Zeph- 
aniah  3:8  and  Zechariah  14:1-19. 

The  principal  New  Testament  passage  is  found  in  Matthew 
25:31-46.  The  context  indicates  that  this  judgment  will  occur 
immediately  after  the  second  coming  of  Christ  as  verse  31 
states.  Some  have  inferred  that  prior  to  this  judgment  Israel 
has  already  been  regathered  (cf.  Matt.  24:31)  and  judged 
(Matt.  24:34--25:30).  The  time  specified  for  the  judgment  of 
the  Gentiles  is  stated  simply  as  being  "when  the  Son  of  man 
shall  come  in  his  glory. " 

The  place  of  the  judgment  is  clearly  in  the  earth,  rather 
than  heaven.  The  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  is  from  heaven 
to  the  earth  and  those  who  are  gathered  before  Him  are  gath¬ 
ered  from  all  parts  of  the  earth.  Neither  the  righteous  nor 
the  unrighteous  who  are  gathered  before  Him  are  resurrected, 
but  they  are  still  in  their  natural  bodies.  This  judgment, 
therefore,  must  be  distinguished  both  by  place  and  time  from 
the  judgment  of  the  translated  church  which  is  in  heaven  and 
the  judgment  of  the  resurrected  wicked  dead  at  the  great  white 
throne  which  takes  place  in  space  after  the  present  heaven 
and  earth  have  been  destroyed. 

A  matter  of  major  significance  is  the  question  of  the 
subjects  of  this  judgment  in  Matthew  25.  This  is  described 
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as  being  "all  the  nations."  The  Greek  word  translated  the 
nations  is  ta  ethne.  This  word  is  used  principally  for  races 
and  peoples  who  are  not  Jewish  with  possibly  the  best  trans¬ 
lation  being  tl^  jjeogl^.  It  does  not  connote,  as  the  English 
word  nation  does ,  a  political  entity,  or  a  people  from  a  spe¬ 
cific  geographic  area.  Because  the  word  nation  has  been 
used,  however,  as  an  equivalent  to  ta  ethne,  some  have 
thought  that  the  representatives  of  the  various  nations  of  the 
world  are  here  gathered  and  judged.  A.  C.  Gaebelein 
teaches,  for  instance,  that  some  of  the  nations  will  receive 
the  testimony  of  those  who  preach  during  the  tribulation 
time.  These  nations  will  enter  into  the  kingdom  and  inherit 
it  on  their  basis  of  the  reception  of  the  messengers  (cf.  A.  C. 
Gaebelein,  Gospel  of  Matthew,  n,  247).  A  number  of  diffi¬ 
culties  in  this  point  of  view,  however,  are  immediately  ap¬ 
parent.  The  natural  question  is.  Which  are  the  nations  who 
will  welcome  the  gospel  during  the  tribulation?  It  seems 
clear  that  practically  the  entire  world  will  go  into  apostasy 
and  that  all  nations  of  the  world  will  be  affiliated  with  the 
blasphemous  beast  of  Revelation  13.  Gaebelein  recognizes 
this  issue  when  he  states:  "The  question  may  arise  who  these 
nations  are,  who  will  receive  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom. 
This  can  hardly  be  answered  now”  (ibid. ,  II,  248).  The  fact 
is  that  in  no  age  do  entire  nations  accept  a  message  and  there¬ 
by  justify  eternal  salvation. 

A  preferable  view  is  that  the  nations  here  mentioned  are 
not  political  entities,  but  simply  Gentiles,  as  the  word  ta 
ethne  is  commonly  translated  in  other  passages  (cf.  Matt. 
6:31-32;  12:21;  20:19;  28:19;  Acte  11:18;  26:20).  H.  A.  Iron¬ 
side  takes  the  position  that  the  nations  are  individual  Gentiles 
(H.  A,  Ironside,  Expository  Notes  on  the  Gospel  of  Matthew, 
p.  338).  William  Kelly  has  a  similar  point  of  view  when  he 
writes:  "It  follows  that  the  persons  meant  by  'the  sheep'  and 
'the  goats'  are  respectively  the  ri^teous  and  the  ungodly 
among  the  nations  then  living  on  the  earth,  when  our  Lord 
comes  to  judge  in  His  quality  of  Son  of  Man"  (William  Kelly, 
Lectures  on  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  p.  481).  The  idea  that 
the  Gentiles  in  view  here  are  individuals  rather  than  national 
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entities  is  made  clear  by  reference  to  their  works.  Nations 
as  such  do  not  visit  people  in  prison,  nor  are  they  as  a  cor¬ 
porate  entity  subject  to  promises  of  salvation  or  eternal 
judgment. 

More  important,  however,  than  this  distinction  is  the 
fact  that  the  Gentiles  referred  to  in  this  judgment  are  living 
on  the  earth  at  the  time  of  Christ's  return  and  do  not  include 
the  livii^  Jews,  the  translated  church,  or  resurrected  saints 
in  general.  They  are  in  the  words  of  the  Scripture  "all  the 
nations. "  As  William  Kelly  points  out;  "Those  gathered  be¬ 
fore  Him  here  are  'all  the  nations' — a  term  never  used  about 
the  dead  or  the  risen,  but  only  applied  to  men  here  below, 
and  indeed  applied  only  to  the  Gentiles  as  distinct  from  the 
Jews"  (William  Kelly,  o£.  cit. ,  p.  478). 

George  N.  H.  Peters  in  his  Proposition  134  supports  the 
same  conclusion  (George  N.  H.  Peters,  The  Theocratic 
Kingdom,  n,  372-84).  On  the  point  of  the  meaning  of  "all 
nations,"  he  states  the  following:  "The  question  before  us  is 
this:  I>oes  the  'all  nations'  include  'the  dead, '  or  only  living 
nations?  In  deciding  this  point  we  have  the  following:  (1) 
Nothing  is  said  of  'the  dead.'  To  say  that  they  are  denoted  is 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  this  passage  is  made — wrongful¬ 
ly — to  synchronize  with  Rev.  20:11-15.  (2)  The  word  trans¬ 

lated  'nations'  is  never,  according  to  the  uniform  testimony 
of  critics  and  scholars,  used  to  designate  'the  dead, '  unless 
this  be  a  solitary  exception.  ...  (3)  The  word  is  eix4)loyed 
to  denote  living,  existing  nations,  and  almost  exclusively 
'Gentile'  nations.  (4)  The  Spirit  gives  us  abundant  testimony 
that  precisely  such  &  gathering  of  living  nations  shall  take 
place  just  before  the  Mill,  age  commences,  and  that  there 
shall  be  both  an  Advent  and  judging  [Peters  cites  Rev.  19:17- 
20;  16:13-16;  Isa.  66:15-21;  Zeph.  3:8-20;  and  Joel  3:9-21]" 
(ibid. ,  n,  374).  Peters  goes  on  to  list  other  arguments  such 
as  the  fsct  that  the  dead  are  not  referred  to  as  nations  and 
that  the  passage  is  absolutely  devoid  of  any  reference  to  res¬ 
urrection  or  that  any  of  the  righteous  descended  from  heaven 
to  be  judged  (ibid. ,  n,  374-75).  It  seems  a  natural  and  nor¬ 
mal  conclusion  that  the  reference  to  ta  ethne  in  this  passage 
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refers  to  living  Gentiles  who  are  on  the  earth  at  the  time  of 
the  second  coming  who  are  Judged  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
inauguration  of  the  whole  millennial  reign  of  Christ. 

The  basis  of  their  Judgment  is  declared  in  the  passage 
to  be  the  treatment  of  the  brethren. "  Reference  is  made  to 
the  fact  that  the  "sheep"  have  befriended  the  brethren  and 
that  the  "goats"  have  failed  to  do  so.  The  question  arises  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  brethren.  It  would  follow,  however, 
that  if  the  Gentiles  are  those  who  are  non- Jews,  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  "my  brethren"  (Matt.  25:40)  would  be  the  Jews, 
specifically  the  Jews  of  the  tribulation  time  who  were  the 
objects  of  fearful  persecution.  Under  such  circumstances, 
befriending  a  Jew  by  clothing  him  or  visiting  him  in  prison, 
when  according  to  governmental  edict  they  were  to  be  hounded 
to  the  death,  would  inevitably  reveal  a  confidence  in  the 
Scriptures  and  in  God.  While  the  appeal  is  to  the  "works, " 
it  seems  clear  that  their  works  as  such  reveal  faith  in  Christ 
and  in  the  Word  ol  God  and  are  therefore  the  fruit  or  evidence 
of  salvation.  This  is  the  basic  reason  why  they  are  ushered 
into  the  millennial  kingdom  and  called  "the  righteous." 

The  outcome  of  the  Judgment  is  that  the  righteous  or  the 
sheep  enter  the  millennial  kingdom,  but  obviously  they  are 
also  admitted  to  the  eternal  kingdom  of  God.  In  contrast,  the 
goats  are  cast  into  everlasting  fire  because  their  lack  oi 
works  indicates  that  they  do  not  belong  to  the  redeemed.  The 
Judgment  as  here  described  is  fully  in  keeping  with  pre mil¬ 
lennial  truth.  Such  a  Judgment  would  in  fact  be  absolutely 
necessary  before  the  righteous  kingdom  of  Christ  could  be 
inaugurated.  It  had  formerly  been  indicated  in  Matthew  13  in 
the  parable  of  the  wheat  and  tares  as  well  as  the  parable  of 
the  good  and  bad  fish  that  the  end  of  the  age  would  have  a 
Judgment  resulting  in  only  the  saved  entering  the  kingdom. 
This,  then,  is  confirmed  by  thes(>ecific  revelation  of  Matthew 
25.  Though  the  outcome  of  the  Judgment  may  not  be  in  the 
character  of  an  eternal  one,  some  have  considered  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  wicked  here  a  final  one  and  making  unnecessary 
further  Judgment  for  this  group  at  the  great  white  throne.  No 
revelation  is  given  in  Scripture  concerning  a  future  Judgment 
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of  those  who  enter  the  millennial  kingdom  as  the  righteous. 

The  judgment  of  Israel.  The  Scriptures  record  many 
tremendous  judgments  of  Israel  which  have  been  already  his¬ 
torically  fulfilled  and  predict  a  future  purging  during  the  time 
of  the  great  tribulation  when  only  one  third  of  the  living  Jews 
in  the  land  will  survive  (Zech.  13:8-9).  The  remnant  of  Is¬ 
rael,  however,  surviving  the  tribulation  and  who  are  on  earth 
at  the  time  of  the  return  of  Christ,  are  the  specific  objects 
of  a  judgment  described  in  Ezekiel  20:33-38.  This  passage, 
given  in  a  context  of  predictions  of  judgment  upon  Israel,  is 
obviously  the  climactic  judgment  of  God  upon  that  nation.  As 
stated  by  Ezekiel,  the  event  is  described  as  follows:  "As  I 
live,  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah,  surely  with  a  mighty  hand,  and 
with  an  outstretched  arm,  and  with  wrath  poured  out,  will  I 
be  king  over  you.  And  I  will  bring  you  out  from  the  peoples, 
and  will  gather  you  out  of  the  countries  wherein  ye  are  scat¬ 
tered,  with  a  mighty  hand,  and  with  an  outstretched  arm,  and 
with  wrath  poured  out;  and  1  will  bring  you  into  the  wilderness 
of  the  peoples,  and  there  will  I  enter  into  judgment  with  you 
face  to  face.  Like  as  I  entered  into  judgment  with  your  fa¬ 
thers  in  the  wilderness  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  so  will  I  enter 
into  judgment  with  you,  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah.  And  I  will 
cause  you  to  pass  under  the  rod,  and  I  will  bring  you  into  the 
bond  of  the  covenant;  and  I  will  purge  out  from  among  you  the 
rebels,  and  them  that  transgress  against  me;  I  will  bring  them 
forth  out  of  the  land  where  they  sojourn,  but  they  shall  not 
enter  into  the  land  of  Israel:  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  Je¬ 
hovah.  ’* 

Like  the  predictions  of  judgment  upon  the  Gentiles,  this 
future  event  has  its  special  characteristics  which  distinguish 
it  from  all  past  judgments  upon  the  nation.  It  is  described 
as  a  part  of  a  work  of  God  in  declaring  Himself  to  be  "king 
over  you"  (v.  33).  The  judgment  itself  follows  the  final  re¬ 
gathering  of  Israel  predicted  in  verses  34-35.  The  judgment 
will  take  place  in  the  specific  geographic  location  described 
as  "the  wilderness  of  the  peoples"  (v.  35).  Though  this  is 
not  clearly  to  be  identified  with  any  locality,  the  comparison 
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with  the  dealings  of  God  with  Israel  on  the  way  from  Egypt  to 
the  promised  land  seems  to  indicate  that  the  judgment  takes 
place  just  outside  the  area  given  to  Israel  for  perpetual  pos¬ 
session.  Just  as  Israel  because  of  failure  at  Kadesh-Barnea 
was  condemned  to  wander  in  the  wilderness  until  all  the  adults 
except  the  few  faithful  ones  died,  and  only  then  the  nation 
could  enter  the  promised  land,  so  the  rebels  will  be  purged 
out  at  that  future  time  when  the  millennial  kingdom  is  estab¬ 
lished.  Only  those  who  are  not  rebels,  that  is,  those  who 
are  true  believers  in  Christ  as  their  Messiah  and  Savior,  will 
be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  blessing  of  the  millennial 
kingdom. 

The  description  given  does  not  mention  any  resurrection 
from  the  dead  and  it  may  be  assumed  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
regathering  is  a  prerequisite  to  the  judgment  that  this  applies 
only  to  the  living  Israelites  in  the  world  at  the  time  of  the 
second  coming.  Those  who  are  resurrected  have  a  different 
judgment  entirely.  Like  other  judgments  at  the  second  com¬ 
ing  of  Christ,  the  judgment  of  works  will  be  prominent,  but 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Gentiles  it  will  be  what  the  works  indi¬ 
cate  rather  than  their  intrinsic  moral  character.  In  the 
prophecies  of  Malachi  a  refining  of  the  sons  of  Levi  is  pre¬ 
dicted  at  the  time  of  His  coming  and  their  particular  sins  are 
dealt  with  at  that  judgment  (cf.  Mai.  3:2-5).  This  conclusion 
is  confirmed  by  the  statements  and  parables  of  Matthew  24 
and  25  which  seem,  with  the  exception  of  Matthew  25:31-46, 
to  deal  primarily  with  God's  judgments  upon  Israel.  In  each 
case,  the  works  brought  into  view  demonstrate  whether  the 
person  is  saved  or  not. 

The  result  of  the  Ezekiel  judgment  is  that  the  rebels  are 
cut  off  and  therefore  do  not  enter  the  land.  This  is  to  be  in¬ 
terpreted  as  a  judgment  of  physical  death,  and  they  will  be 
raised  from  the  dead  at  the  judgment  of  the  great  white  throne 
after  the  millennium  to  participate  in  the  destiny  of  all  the 
wicked.  Those  who  remain  alive,  however,  are  counted 
righteous  and  enter  into  the  millennial  blessing  provided  for 
them.  In  the  words  of  Ezekiel,  God  says  to  thenr  "I  will 
bring  you  into  the  bond  of  the  covenant"  (v.  37).  The  covenant 
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herein  mentioned  is  no  doubt  the  same  as  that  revealed  in 
Jeremiah  31:31-34.  The  blessings  of  that  entrance  into  that 
promised  land  are  summarized  in  Jeremiah  31:10-13  as  fol¬ 
lows:  "Hear  the  word  of  Jehovah,  O  ye  nations,  and  declare 
it  in  the  isles  afar  off;  and  say.  He  that  scattered  Israel  will 
gather  him,  and  keep  him  as  a  shepherd  doth  his  flock.  For 
Jehovah  hath  ransomed  Jacob,  and  redeemed  him  from  the 
hand  of  him  that  was  stronger  than  he.  And  they  shall  come 
and  sing  in  the  height  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  unto  the  good¬ 
ness  of  Jehovah,  to  the  grain,  and  to  the  new  wine,  and  to  the 
oil,  and  to  the  young  of  the  flock  and  of  the  herd:  and  their 
soul  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden;  and  they  shall  not  sorrow 
any  more  at  all.  Then  shall  the  virgin  rejoice  in  the  dance, 
and  the  young  men  and  the  old  together;  for  I  will  turn  their 
mourning  into  joy,  and  will  comfort  them,  and  make  them 
rejoice  from  their  sorrow. " 

Taking  In  view  all  the  divine  judgments  that  pertain  to 
this  sequence  of  events,  it  may  be  concluded  that  as  the  mil¬ 
lennium  begins  all  the  righteous  are  judged  in  one  way  or 
another  and  that  the  wicked  are  put  to  death  and  declared  un¬ 
worthy  to  enter  the  millennial  kingdom.  The  church  has  pre¬ 
viously  been  judged  and  rewarded  in  heaven.  Living  Gentiles 
and  living  Jews  are  judged  in  their  respective  judgments  and 
those  who  are  righteous  are  permitted  to  enter  1  millennial 
kingdom.  The  Old  Testament  saints  and  resurrected  Israel 
are  also  raised  from  die  dead  and  given  their  places  of  honor 
and  privilege  and  are  associated  with  Christ  in  His  millennial 
government. 

The  Judgment  of  Satan.  An  important  judgment  attending 
the  others  is  die  divine  dealing  of  God  with  Satan  as  recorded 
in  Revelation  20.  The  account  as  given  in  the  Scriptures  has 
been  one  of  the  major  stumbling  blocks  to  both  postmlllennl- 
alism  and  amillennialism.  As  stated  in  Scripture,  the  Apos¬ 
tle  John  describes  his  vision  as  follows:  "And  I  saw  an  angel 
coming  down  out  of  heaven,  having  the  keys  of  the  abyss  and 
a  great  chain  in  his  hand.  And  he  laid  hold  on  the  dragon, 
the  old  serpent,  which  is  the  Devil  and  Satan,  and  bound  him 
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for  a  thousand  years,  and  cast  him  into  the  abyss,  and  shut 
it,  and  sealed  it  over  him,  that  he  should  deceive  the  nations 
no  more,  until  the  thousand  years  should  be  finished:  after 
this  he  must  be  loosed  for  a  little  time"  (Rev.  20:1-3). 

Anyone  who  atten4)ts  an  Exegesis  of  this  passage  is  faced 
with  the  obvious  question  as  to  whether  Satan  has  been  bound 
already  or  whether  this  is  a  future  event.  On  this  question 
also  hangs  the  decision  as  to  whether  the  millennium  has  al¬ 
ready  begun.  Postmillennialists  who  are  willing  to  postpone 
the  millennium  until  some  distant  time  accommodate  their 
interpretation  to  this  passage  by  stating  that  Satan's  binding 
is  yet  future.  The  amillenarian,  however,  who  believes  that 
the  millennium  has  already  begun  either  on  earth  or  in  heav¬ 
en,  is  faced  with  the  defense  of  the  idea  that  Satan  is  now 
bound. 

B.  B.  Warfield,  whose  eschatology  seems  to  embrace 
some  of  the  elements  of  both  amillennialism  and  postmillen- 
nialism,  attempts  to  siq)port  the  idea  that  Satan  is  bound  in 
respect  to  heaven.  He  writes:  "The  'binding  of  Satan'  is, 
therefore,  in  reality,  not  for  a  season,  but  with  reference  to 
a  sphere;  and  his  'loosing'  again  is  not  after  a  period  but  in 
another  sphere:  it  is  not  subsequence  but  exteriority  that  is 
suggested.  There  is,  indeed,  no  literal  'binding  of  Satan'  to 
be  thought  of  at  all:  what  happens,  happens  not  to  Satan  but  to 
the  saints,  and  is  only  represented  as  happening  to  Satan  for 
the  purposes  of  the  symbolical  picture.  What  actually  hap¬ 
pens  is  that  the  saints  described  are  removed  from  the  sphere 
of  Satan's  assaults.  The  saints  described  are  free  from  all 
access  of  Satan — he  is  bound  with  respect  to  thenn  outside  d 
their  charmed  circle  his  horrid  work  goes  on.  This  is  indi¬ 
cated,  indeed,  in  the  very  employment  of  the  two  symbols  'a 
thousand  years'  and  'a  little  time.'  A  'thousand  years'  is  the 
symbol  of  heavenly  completeness  and  blessedness;  the  'little 
time'  of  earthly  turmoil  and  evil.  Those  in  the  'thousand 
years'  are  safe  from  Satan's  assaults:  those  outside  the  thou¬ 
sand  years  are  still  enduring  his  attacks"  (B.  B.  Warfield, 
Biblical  Doctrines,  p.  651). 

According  to  Warfield,  therefore,  there  is  no  chronolog- 
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ical  system  whatever  to  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Revelation. 
The  millennium  is  not  a  millennium.  The  loosing  of  Satan  is 
not  an  event.  Actually  Satan  is  not  boimd  at  all,  but  saints 
are  really  removed  from  his  power  by  being  taken  to  heaven. 
The  nations  mentioned  in  Revelation  20: 3  are  not  nations  upon 
earth  but  glorified  saints  in  heaven.  In  a  word.  Revelation 
20:1-3  is  a  picture  of  the  intermediate  state. 

It  is  obvious  that  an  interpretation  such  as  Warfield's 
involves  the  complete  spiritualization  of  all  essential  terms 
in  this  revelation.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  what  is  here 
recorded  in  the  Scripture  is  a  vision  and  as  such  is  given  in 
symbolic  terms.  What  is  ignored  by  Warfield  and  others, 
however,  is  the  distinction  between  what  John  saw  and  the 
interpretation  which  was  revealed.  John  saw  the  angel  having 
the  key  of  the  abyss,  binding  Satan  and  casting  him  into  the 
abyss,  shutting  it,  and  sealing  it  over  him.  The  interpreta¬ 
tion  is  given  by  inspired  Scripture  that  this  binding  was  for  a 
period  of  time --one  thousand  years --and  that  the  purpose  of 
this  binding  was  that  Satan  should  no  longer  deceive  the  na¬ 
tions.  It  is  further  revealed  that  after  the  thousand  years 
Satan  will  be  loosed  again  for  a  short  period  oi  time.  If  we 
were  left  without  an  explanation  of  the  binding  of  Satan,  it 
might  Justify  some  spiritualization  of  the  termr  but,  inas¬ 
much  as  the  Scriptures  explicitly  tell  us  what  tl.  .waning  is, 
there  is  no  justification  for  denying  a  literal  interpretation. 

It  should  be  noted  also  that  the  binding  of  Satan  as  rep¬ 
resented  in  this  passage  is  not  the  total  of  what  God  did.  He 
was  not  cmly  bound  but  cast  into  the  abyss  and  shut  up  and 
sealed.  Even  a  symbolic  picture  as  here  given  would  indicate 
total  inactivity,  not  simply  a  limiting  oi  the  power  of  Satan. 
It  is  of  course  true  that  Satan  has  always  been  limited  by  the 
power  of  God  as  witnessed  by  the  restraint  of  God  in  the  case 
of  Satan's  dealing  with  Job.  It  has  never  been  true  up  to  the 
present  time,  however,  tiiat  Satan  has  been  shut  up  in  the 
abyss  and  hot  permitted  to  deceive  the  nations.  The  popular 
idea  advanced  by  such  amillenarians  as  William  Masselink 
and  Floyd  E.  Hamilton  who  espouse  the  Augustinian  type  of 
amillennialism,  that  Satan  is  partially  bound  in  the  present 
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age,  is  not  an  adequate  explanation  of  the  text  (cf.  William 
Masselink,  Why  a  Thousand  Yey s?  p.  202;  Floyd  E.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  The  BasIioF  Millennial  I’afiF,  p.  130). 

In  contrast  to  these  amillennial  suggestions  d  a  partial 
binding  of  Satan,  what  is  the  testimony  of  Scripture?  Can 
Satan  deceive  the  nations  now?  Is  he  actually  bound  in  the 
abyss  or  is  he  free  to  deceive  the  nations?  According  to  Acts 
5:3,  Satan  is  the  one  who  filled  the  heart  of  Ananias  and  caused 
him  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  1  Corinthians  7:5  it  is  stated 
that  Satan  tempts  believers.  2  Corinthians  4:3-4  reveals  that 
Satan  blinds  the  minds  of  the  unbelieving  lest  they  believe  the 
gospel.  The  statement  is  made  in  2  Corinthians  11:14  that 
Satan  masquerades  as  an  angel  of  light.  Paul  bears  witness 
in  2  Corinthians  12:7  that  his  thorn  in  the  flesh  was  a  ''mes¬ 
senger  of  Satan. "  Paul  further  declares  in  1  Thessalonians 
2: 18  that  Satan  hindered  him  from  coming  back  to  the  Thes- 
salonian  church.  It  is  predicted  in  2  Thessalonians  2:8-9 
that  the  power  of  the  future  lawless  one  will  be  after  "the 
working  of  Satan  with  all  power  and  signs  and  lying  wonders." 
Other  passages  such  as  1  Timothy  1:20,  1  John  3:8,  10,  like¬ 
wise  bear  witness  to  the  power  of  Satan.  Peter  exerts  us  in 
1  Peter  5:8:  "Be  sober,  be  watchful:  your  adversary  the  devil, 
as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about,  seeking  whom  he  may  de¬ 
vour.  "  H  one  accepts  these  Scriptures  testifying  to  the  fact 
that  Satan  has  power  to  tengit,  to  deceive,  to  blind,  to  buffet, 
to  hinder,  to  work  signs  and  lying  wonders,  and  who  is  free 
like  a  ra^ng  lion  to  walk  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour, 
how  then  can  one  hold  that  Satan  is  now  bound?  The  only 
reasonable  explanation  of  the  revelation  given  to  John  is  to 
assign  this  future  event  to  the  time  cf  the  second  coming  of 
Christ  and  the  thousand  years  mentioned  as  the  reign  of  Christ 
to  follow  His  second  advent.  As  Revelation  20  makes  plain, 
Satan  is  to  be  loosed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  millennium  at 
which  time  he  will  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone 
into  which  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet  had  been  previously 
cast  at  the  beginning  of  the  millennium  (Rev.  20:10). 

From  the  fact  that  God  deals  thus  in  Judgment  with  all 
wicked  men  living  in  die  world  as  well  as  Satan,  the  way  is 
open  for  the  fulfillnient  of  the  prophecies  cf  the  millennial 
reign  of  Christ.  The  stage  is  set  in  this  way  for  the  extended 
period  of  righteousness  aiid  peace  which  shall  cover  the  earth 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea. 

Dallas,  Texas 

(Series  to  be  continued  in  the  January-March,  1958,  Nundier) 


ASSURANCE 


ByWUlard  M.  Aldrich,  Th.D. 

Assurance  is  the  full  confidence  of  personal  salvation 
which  is  begotten  in  the  heart  of  the  believer  in  Jesus  Christ 
through  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  is  the  result  of  the  witness  of 
the  Spirit  spoken  of  in  Romans  8:16:  "The  Spirit  himself 
beareth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of 
God. "  Assurance  is  the  ability  to  say  with  the  Apostle  Paul 
'1  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  he  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him  against 
that  day"  (2  Tim.  1:12).  In  the  words  of  the  Apostle  John,  it 
is  "confidence  toward  God"  (1  John  3:21)  and  knowing  "that 
ye  have  eternal  life"  (1  John  5:13). 

Both  in  the  human  family  and  in  the  family  of  God  assur¬ 
ance  that  we  belong  in  the  family  and  are  secure  in  its  love 
and  esteem  is  basic  to  our  well-being  and  normal  personal 
development.  Abnormal  behavior  in  both  families  may  fre¬ 
quently  be  traced  to  a  basic  sense  of  insecurity  and  to  the 
consequent  striving  to  win  a  place  in  them. 

THE  SPIRIT’S  Vm*NESS 

The  witness  of  the  Spirit  which  results  in  assurance  of 
salvation  may  be  said  to  be  twofold:  (1)  die  presence  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  heart  as  the  witness,  and  (2)  the  things  to  which 
He  bears  testimony. 

First  ci  all,  then,  the  very  presence  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
heart  is  ground  for  assurance  of  salvation,  "ff  any  man  have 
not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  cf  his"  (Rom.  8:9),  and, 
conversely,  "Hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us,  by  the 
Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us"  (1  John  3:24b). 

In  the  second  place,  the  Spirit  of  God  bears  testimony  to 
the  Word  of  God  and  to  the  walk  of  the  believer.  The  prom¬ 
ises  of  Scripture  concerning  salvation  made  real  to  the  heart 
by  the  Spirit  form  the  witness  of  the  Word  in  the  believer 
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himself  (1  John  5:9-12).  The  evidence  of  a  changed  life  is 
likewise  taken  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  give  assurance  that  the 
promised  salvation  has  been  personally  appropriated.  '*As 
many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  are  the  sons  of 
God"  (Rom.  8:14).  As  a  result  of  searching  his  own  spirit  in 
sober  self-appraisal,  the  Apostle  Paul  could  assure  himself, 
"By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am"  (1  Cor.  15:10). 

And  he  exhorts  us  to  examine  our  hearts  for  true  faith 
and  its  fruits:  "Examine  yourselves,  whedier  ye  be  in  the 
faith;  prove  your  own  selves.  Know  ye  not  your  own  selves, 
how  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates" 
(2  Cor.  13:5). 

Scriptural  assurance  of  salvation  sinks  its  roots  into  the 
promises  of  God  for  salvation  and  into  the  proofs  of  sonship 
as  evidenced  by  a  changed  life.  Such  assurance  believes  that 
salvation  and  safekeeping  are  God's  undertaking  and  finds 
proof  that  God  has  undertaken  in  the  practical  perseverance 
of  the  saint  in  faith  and  obedience. 

Since  John's  First  Epistle  is  written  to  believers  that 
they  may  know  that  they  have  eternal  life  and  are  indeed 
children  in  the  family  of  God,  we  shall  consider  two  lines  of 
evidence  of  belonging  in  the  family  of  God  as  presented  by 
John.  The  individual  who  can  find  these  evidences  in  his  own 
heart  and  life  may  rest  assured  that  he  has  been  bom  of  God 
and  belongs  in  His  family. 

We  shall  speak  of  these  evidences  in  terms  of  two  com¬ 
mon  ways  a  person  could  prove  that  he  was  bora  into  and  be¬ 
longs  in  a  family:  (1)  he  could  show  his  birth  certificate,  and 
(2)  he  could  point  out  family  resemblance. 

PROMISES  OF  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 

The  Word  of  God  becomes  the  believer's  birth  certifl- 
cafe.  He  may  turn  to  any  one  cf  the  numerous  promises  which 
vouchsafe  to  him  eternal  life  and  a  place  in  the  family  of  God 
on  the  sole  ground  of  receiving  Christ  as  his  Savior,  and  say 
In  effect:  "I  have  met  the  condition;  I  have  received  Christ  as 
my  Savior;  I  can  put  my  name  in  the  promise  and  elsim  |t  m 
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my  birth  certificate.  '* 

For  example,  the  "whosoever"  of  1  John  5:1  and  the  "as 
many  as"  of  John  1:12  may  be  replaced  by  the  believer's  own 
name  and  become  the  proof  from  God's  Word  that  his  name 
has  been  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life:  "Whosoever  be- 
lieveth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  is  bom  of  God  ..."  and 
"As  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name. " 

A  birth  certificate  is  of  value  in  identifying  someone  only 
when  it  is  completely  made  out  to  a  specific  individual.  It  is 
a  common  practice  today  for  it  to  be  made  a  baby's  very  own 
by  having  his  footprint  placed  on  it.  Likewise  the  promises 
of  God  can  be  a  proof  of  the  new  birth  only  when  the  individ¬ 
ual  can  prove  that  he  has  personally  appropriated  them. 

The  birth  of  a  baby  is  both  recorded  in  the  county  of 
birth  and  on  a  certificate  given  to  the  individual.  In  like 
manner,  the  new  birth  in  the  family  of  God  is  recorded  in  the 
book  of  life  (Rev.  3:5;  20:12),  and  the  Word  of  God  hidden  in 
the  heart  and  quickened  by  the  Holy  Spirit  becomes  the  per¬ 
sonal  birth  certificate.  He  has  the  witness  (or  irecord)  in 
himself:  "He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  witness 
in  himself:  he  that  believeth  not  God  hath  made  him  a  liar; 
because  he  believeth  not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son" 
(1  John  5:10). 

When  Satan  comes  to  implant  doubts  and  to  steal  assur¬ 
ance,  the  wise  believer  turns  to  the  promises  as  his  birth 
certificate  and  assures  himself  in  the  knowledge  that  his  name 
is  really  there. 

Sometimes  when  sin  lies  heavily  upon  us,  we  need 
assurance  that  we  have  been  completely  severed  from  Adam's 
family  and  the  death  claim  of  the  law  iqx>n  it.  Our  hearts  find 
rest  in  believing  that  when  our  great  substitute  died,  we  died. 
And  just  as  our  birth  certificate  gives  evidence  that  we  belong 
in  the  family  of  God,  so  the  truth  of  identification  with  Christ 
in  His  death  may  serve  as  our  death  certificate  to  show  that 
the  demands  of  the  law  have  beeo  met  and  we  are  no  longer 
under  its  condemnation.  "For  he  that  hath  died  is  Justified 
from  sin"  (Rom.  6:7;  cf.  7:4). 
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The  profession  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  claim  to 
belong  in  the  family  on  the  ground  of  the  promises  should  be 
corroborated  by  the  emergence  of  the  family  resemblance. 

TRAITS  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF  GOD 

In  the  human  family  we  expect  children  to  resemble 
their  parents.  When  a  new  baby  is  born,  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives  invariably  begin  to  look  for  family  characteristics  in  it. 

The  believer  has  been  made  a  partaker  of  the  divine  na¬ 
ture  (2  Pet.  1:3-4).  The  '*new  man"  is  renewed  in  the  image 
of  Him  that  created  him  (Col.  3:10).  "And  hereby  we  know 
that  he  abldeth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us" 
(1  John  3:24).  We  have  become  partakers  of  His  life  and  His 
personality.  Evidence  of  our  relationship  to  God  should  be 
found  in  the  traits  of  transformed  personality. 

The  Apostle  John  presents  several  family  traits  in  his 
First  Epistle  by  which  we  should  test  our  conformity  to  the 
divine  likeness,  ff  we  find  these  traits  in  us,  even  in  incipi¬ 
ent  form,  then  in  the  words  of  the  apostle  we  can  "assure  our 
hearts  before  him"  (1  John  3:19). 

The  child  of  God  enjoys  the  fellowship  of  the  family  life 
(1  John  1:3-4).  It  is  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and  with  the 
Son,  and  with  one  another.  A  true  test  of  belonging  in  the 
family  is  whether  we  enjoy  life  in  the  family.  The  man  of  the 
world  loves  darkness  rather  than  light,  and  to  walk  in  the 
liC^t  and  to  have  fellowship  in  God's  family  is  utterly  foreign 
to  his  nature  and  desire  (John  3:19;  1  John  1:7). 

The  child  of  God  confesses  that  he  possesses  a  sin  na¬ 
ture  (1  John  1:8),  and  that  he  sins  (v.  10),  but  his  life  is  not 
characterized  by  sin  (1  John  3:9). 

To  walk  in  the  light  is  to  walk  in  the  full -orbed  revelation 
of  God  and  His  saving  grace.  And  absolutely  basic  to  such  a 
walk  is  the  confession  of  sin.  "ff  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin, 
we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us."  Thst  is, 
we  are  not  walking  in  the  lii^t.  To  walk  in  the  light  is  to  have 
our  sin  revealed  to  us  by  the  light,  confess  it  and  claim  the 
perpetual  cleansing  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  The  confession 
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involved  in  verse  7  is  that  of  our  sinfulness  by  nature,  and 
the  cleansing  that  judicial  cleansing  which  guarantees  that  we 
shall  not  come  into  judgment. 

The  confession  of  verse  9  is  of  specific  sins,  as  indicated 
by  verse  10,  and  it  vouchsafes  to  us  forgiveness  and  practi¬ 
cal  cleansing  in  the  sphere  of  the  divine  family.  But  the  life 
of  the  child  of  God  is  not  characterized  by  sin  (1  John  3:9). 
The  life  that  is  still  dominated  by  sin  is  still  controlled  by 
the  devil  and  has  never  been  born  again  (1  John  3:8). 

John  recognizes  a  continuing  sin  nature,  and  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  isolated  acts  of  sin.  He  does  not  teach  sinless  per¬ 
fection,  but  he  does  insist  that  the  child  of  God  will  live  a  life 
of  practical  righteousness:  "If  ye  know  that  he  is  righteous, 
ye  know  that  every  one  that  doeth  righteousness  is  born  of 
him"  (1  John  2:29).  And  again,  "Little  children,  let  no  man 
deceive  you:  he  that  doeth  righteousness  is  righteous,  even 
as  he  is  righteous"  <1  John  3:7). 

The  child  of  God  is  obedient  and  subject  to  the  family 
discipline.  "Hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep 
his  commandments.  .  .  .  Whoso  keepeth  his  word,  in  hhn 
verily  is  the  love  of  God  perfected"  (1  John  2:3,  5).  Do  we 
not  only  obey  the  express  commandments,  but  do  we  also  seek 
to  find  and  to  do  His  will  as  found  in  His  Word?  "Hereby 
know  we  that  we  are  in  him. " 

In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  the  author  points  out  that 
submission  to  the  loving  chastisement  of  the  family  cf  God 
proves  and  preserves  life:  "ff  ye  endure  chastening,  God 
dealethwith  you  as  son^"  (12:6-10).  Submission  to  the  teach¬ 
ing  and  corrective  process  of  fatherly  di8o4>llne  as  evidenced 
by  keeping  His  Word,  is  proof  that  we  belong  in  the  family. 
Certainly  no  fattier  seeks  to  discipline  his  neighbor's  child¬ 
ren,  and  the  neighbor's  child  will  not  submit  himself  to  the 
chastisement  of  any  other  father  but  his  own. 

The  dominant  motive  of  the  new  life  is  love.  It  is  not 
mere  natural  love,  but  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  our 
hearts,  the  love  of  Christ  constraining  us.  It  is  love  that  no 
longer  makes  the  world  and  self  its  supreme  objects.  It  is 
love  for  the  heavenly  Father  and  for  His  children.  "Beloved, 
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let  us  love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God;  and  every  one  that 
loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God"  (1  John  4:7).  "If  a 
man  say,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar" 
(1  John  4:20).  Does  our  profession  of  belonging  in  the  family 
of  God  stand  up  under  the  test  of  love  ? 

Another  practical  test  of  the  reality  of  faith  is  found  in 
the  confession  of  Christ.  "Whosoever  shall  confess  that  Jesus 
is  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  God"  (1  John 
4: 15).  "Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh," 
and  certainly  if  Christ  dwells  deeply  in  the  heart  by  faith 
(Eph.  3:17),  it  will  be  the  natural  thing  to  give  expression  to 
our  love  for  Him. 

When  we  consider  the  family  resemblance  as  proof  that 
we  belong  in  the  family  of  God,  we  should  bear  in  mind  that 
these  characteristics  do  not  appear  all  at  once  nor  to  the 
same  degree  in  all  members  of  the  family.  Like  human  fam¬ 
ily  traits,  they  are  subject  to  growth  and  development.  For 
example,  my  wife,  the  former  Doris  Coffin,  has  a  delight¬ 
fully  prominent  family  characteristic  in  what  is  called  the 
"Coffin  bump"  on  her  aristocratic  nose.  It  seems  that  she 
was  born  late  in  the  life  of  her  parents  and  that  her  next  old¬ 
est  sister  was  eighteen  years  older  than  she.  As  a  little 
child,  this  used  to  bother  her  and  to  cause  her  to  wonder  if 
she  were  really  a  child  in  the  family  by  birth.  One  day  her 
childish  fears  mounted  up  to  find  expression  by  questioning 
her  father.  "Dadds,  was  I  adopted?"  He  did  not  answer 
directly.  But  he  pointed  to  the  unmistakable  physical  re¬ 
semblance  and  said,  "With  that  nose?"  And  Roman  nose 
answering  to  Roman  nose  satisfied  the  childish  doubt.  But 
we  are  not  through  with  that  nose.  Now  it  is  a  Willard  Al¬ 
drich  family  characteristic.  We  discover  it  to  be  an  emer¬ 
gent  resemblance,  perlups  not  revealing  itself  until  the  child 
has  attained  several  vears  of  age.  So  it  is  with  the  family 
resemblance  in  the  divine  family.  They  should  be  there,  but 
not  all  discernible  at  birth,  and  they  are  subject  to  growth. 

SUMMARY 

Allow  me  to  summarise  these  simple  tests,  with  the  view 
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to  applying  the  tests  to  our  own  hearts. 

Have  we  received  the  Savior  in  accordance  with  the 
promises  of  salvation  in  the  Word  of  God  so  that  the  Word  it¬ 
self  becomes  our  birth  certificate  ? 

Have  we  been  bom  again  so  that  with  satisfying,  child¬ 
like  trust  we  cry  to  God  as  our  Father?  The  cry  "Abba, 
Father"  is  evidence  of  the  Spirit's  presence  and  witness  in 
our  heart. 

Is  ours  a  changed  life?  I  did  not  say  a  perfect  life,  but 
a  changed  and  better  one.  A  new  direction  and  a  new  deliv¬ 
erance  from  sin?  If  so,  we  have  been  bom  again. 

Is  ours  a  changed  love  ?  Do  we  love  God  and  our  breth¬ 
ren  in  Christ  rather  than  the  world  and  ourselves?  If  so,  we 
have  been  born  again. 

Is  ours  a  changed  loyalty?  Do  we  acknowledge  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Master  and  give  Him  our  allegiance  ?  "No  man  can 
say  that  Jesus  is  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost"  (1  Cor.  12:3). 

And  is  ours  a  changed  liberality?  Do  we  love,  not  in 
word  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  tmth?  If  so,  the  love  of  God 
dwells  in  us  because  we  have  been  bom  from  above. 

The  new  life,  the  new  loyalty,  the  new  love,  and  the  new 
liberality  flow*  from  the  new  heart.  Their  presence  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  new  birth. 

The  precious  tmth  of  assurance  was  never  intended  to 
be  left  in  the  arena  of  doctrinal  controversy.  It  belongs  in 
the  family  c£  God  as  a  fountainhead  of  spiritual  well-being. 
It  should  result  in  fullness  of  Joy  (1  John  1:4).  It  should  pro¬ 
duce  a  walk  well -pleasing  to  God  our  heavenly  Father.  We 
should  walk  as  He  walked,  following  the  life  exan4>le  of  our 
Elder  Brother  (1  John  2:6).  We  should  love  one  another  with 
the  sacrificial  love  exhibited  by  the  Father  in  sending  His  Son 
to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  (1  John  4:9-10).  And  that 
love  should  find  practical  expression  in  laying  dowmour  lives 
for  our  brethren,  even  as  Christ  laid  dowm  His  life  for  us 
(1  John  3:17). 

Assurance  that  we  belong  in  the  family  of  God  should 
give  us  confidence  before  Him  in  prayer  (1  John  3:18-21).  It 
should  also  cause  us  to  abide  in  Him  so  that  "we  may  have 
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confidence,  and  not  be  ashamed  before  him  at  his  coming" 
(1  John  2:28). 

And  finally,  such  assurance  gives  us  boldness  in  the  day 
of  judgment  (1  John  4:17).  Being  identified  with  Christ  in 
His  death,  possessing  as  it  were,  our  death  certificate  to 
prove  our  discharge  from  the  dominion  and  death  df  the  law, 
and  presenting  our  birth  certificate  of  promises  believed  and 
new  birth  attested,  and  bearing  the  family  resemblance  in 
glorious  completeness  "when  we  see  him  as  he  is,"  we  shall 
have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Because  as  He  is,  so 
are  we.  Accursed  with  Him  in  His  death,  accepted  in  Him  in 
all  His  fullness  and  perfection,  we  as  children  in  the  family 
may  have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Thank  God  for 
such  a  complete  and  gracious  salvation ! 

Portland,  Oregon 
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THE  TIME  OF  THE  RAPTURE 
AS  INDICATED  IN  CERTAIN  SCRIPTURES 


By  William  K.  Harrison,  D.  D. 

The  term  rapture  is  commonly  en^)loye(l  by  Bible  stu¬ 
dents  to  designate  the  translation  of  the  church  described  in 
1  Thessalonians  4:13-18.  The  fact  of  the  rapture  is  accepted 
by  those  who  accept  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  God,  and  who 
believe  what  it  says.  That  the  rapture  will  occur  as  an  ele¬ 
ment  of  those  events  related  to  the  second  advent  oi  Christ  is 
likewise  accepted  by  those  persons.  The  question  is  whether 
it  will  occur  before  or  after  the  period  of  unbelievable  tribu¬ 
lation  which  is  described  by  the  Lord  as  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  His  second  coming  to  earth  (Matt.  24:16-30). 

This  tribulation  is  referred  to  by  many  Bible  students  as 
the  great  tribulation  and,  for  sake  of  convenience,  will  be  so 
designated  in  this  study.  It  is  mentioned  or  referred  to  in 
various  places  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  The  sixth  to 
the  eighteenth  chapters  of  the  Book  of  Revelation  are  believed 
to  describe  it  in  detailed  but  largely  symbolic  terms.  In 
character  it  is  absolutely  without  parallel  as  to  its  destruc¬ 
tive  and  terrifying  effects,  and  it  is  world- wide.  If  language 
has  any  real  meaning,  the  terms  used  admit  of  no  other  or 
lesser  conclusions. 

PROBLEM  OF  THE  TIME  OF  THE  RAPTURE 

There  is  serious  honest  disagreement  among  Christians 
who  agree  in  their  loyalty  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
Word,  the  Bible,  as  to  whether  the  rapture  occurs  before  or 
after  the  great  tribulation.  In  view  of  such  conflicting  opin¬ 
ions,  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  it  is  profitable  to 
continue  efforts  to  settle  what  possibly  cannot  be  susceptible 
of  settlement,  and  which  is  not  by  any  means  a  fundamental 
or  necessary  article  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  answer  to 
this  question  is  not  in  doubt;  we  should  continue.  The  fact 
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that  the  problem  exists  and  that  only  one  of  the  conflicting 
opinions  can  be  right  should  cause  Christians  to  seek  God's 
truth.  If  they  approach  the  subject  objectively,  without  emo¬ 
tional  or  prideful  influences,  they  will  certainly  improve 
their  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  it  may  be  that  as  we  all  seek 
to  learn  God's  truth  He  may  give  to  the  whole  believing  church 
a  real  and  true  understanding  of  the  solution.  As  we  approach 
the  end  of  the  age,  the  truth  in  this  question  becomes  increas¬ 
ingly  important  to  every  believer  and  if  there  is  an  answer 
we  should  seek  it. 

The  Bible  passage  mentioned  above  and  others  indicate 
that  the  rapture  takes  place  at  the  coming  of  Christ.  The 
Lord  is  now  in  heaven  at  the  right  hand  ctf  the  Father  (Heb. 
1:3)  and  will  remain  there  until  He  comes  again  (Acts  3:19- 
21;  Matt.  24:30;  Acts  1:10-11).  According  to  Strong's 
Concordance,  three  Greek  words — parousia  (coming  or  pres¬ 
ence),  apokalypsis  (revelation),  and  epiphaneia  (manifesta¬ 
tion) --are  used  in  the  New  Testament  to  designate  Christ's 
second  coming  or  advent.  The  first  of  these  words,  parousia, 
is  used  in  1  Thessalonians  4:17  referring  to  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  at  the  rapture.  It  is  also  used  in  2  Thessalonians  2:8 
in  referring  to  the  destruction  of  the  man  of  sin,  or  lawless 
one,  which,  as  all  agree,  occurs  at  the  second  advent  follow¬ 
ing  the  great  tribulation.  The  second  word,  apokalypsis,  is 
u^ed  of  the  church  in  1  Corinthians  1:7  where  it  is  said  that 
"we  are  waiting  for  the  revelation  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
It  is  also  used  of  the  second  advent  itself  in  2  Thessalonians 
1:6-7.  The  third  word,  epiphaneia,  is  used  of  the  second  ad¬ 
vent  ih  2  Thessalonians  2:8  where  it  refers  to  the  brightness 
cf  Christ's  coming  when  He  destroys  the  man  ci  sin.  It  is 
also  applied  to  the  manifestation  or  appearing  of  the  Lord  as 
the  expectation  and  hope  of  the  church  (1  Tim.  6:14;  Titus 
2:13-14). 

Since  these  three  Greek  words  are  employed  to  designate 
both  that  coming  of  the  Lord  which  coincides  with  the  rapture 
of  the  church  and  that  one  which  is  the  second  advent  to  the 
earth  (Zech.  14:4;  Matt.  24:30;  Acts  1:10-11),  it  appears 
logical  to  many  to  conclude  that  the  rapture  occurs  simul- 
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taneously,  or  practically  so,  with  the  second  advent.  A 
simple  incident  from  life  paralleling  the  pretribulation  idea 
of  the  rapture  shows  that  this  conclusion  is  not  necessarily 
true;  rather  that  even  used  as  the  words  are,  they  can  (but 
may  not)  represent  a  coming,  revelation,  or  manifestation  of 
Christ  which  allows  in  the  transit  of  Christ  from  heaven  to 
earth  a  delay  of  any  length  necessary  to  accomplish  any  de¬ 
sired  intermediate  activities.  In  July  1956,  President 
Eisenhower  left  Washington  with  the  U.  S.  Embassy  in  Pana¬ 
ma  City  as  his  destination.  En  route  he  stepped  first  at 
Tocumen  Airport  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  city.  There  he 
was  met  by  a  selected,  specially  invited  group  and  some  time 
was  consumed  in  greetings,  ceremonies,  and  speeches. 
After  using  all  the  time  necessary  for  this  meeting,  the 
President  and  others  concerned,  including  the  invited  gpreet- 
ers,  went  by  car  to  Panama  City.  En  route  thousands  of 
people  lined  the  streets  and  saw  the  President.  Now,  it  is 
obvious  that  from  the  President's  point  of  view  and  that  of  the 
journey  as  such,  there  was  one  coming,  one  revelation,  one 
manifestation  to  Panama.  Yet  in  this  one  (^ration  he  was 
met  by  two  groups  of  people  at  different  places  and  different 
times.  In  thinking  or  writing  of  the  event,  would  use  the 
words  coming,  revelation,  and  manifestation  in  relation  to 
the  President's  trip  to  Panama,  but  in  a  context  appropriate 
to  the  experience  of  the  particular  group  concerned. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  the  use  of  these  words  in  reference 
to  the  rapture  and  second  advent  would  be  correct  whether  the 
rapture  occurs  before  the  great  tribulation  or  after  it  at  the 
advent  itself.  Their  use  as  an  argument  for  either  point  of 
view  is  therefore  invalid. 

In  view  of  this  conclusion,  the  fact  that  nowhere  does  the 
New  Testament  expressly  declare  that  the  rapture  does  or 
does  not  precede  the  great  tribulation  leads  to  the  further 
conclusion  that  the  time  of  the  rapture  in  relation  to  thegpreat 
tribulation  must  be  inferred  from  a  careful  analysis  of  those 
Bible  passages  which  are  relevant.  But  if  that  evidence  shows 
us  the  answer,  we  should  not  reject  it  because  it  is  contrary 
to  past  beliefs.  The  believer  in  Christ  should  desire  and 
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seek  to  learn  the  truth  in  this  matter,  but  should  have  no  per¬ 
sonal  preference  for  either  the  pretribulation  or  posttribula¬ 
tion  position.  The  choice  of  the  time  of  the  rapture  is  God's, 
not  ours.  It  is  presun^^tuous  of  us  to  assume  a  combative 
attitude  of  proving  or  defending  one  human  theory  against 
another.  To  do  this  could  appear  to  be  primarily  an  effect 
of  pride  in  a  position  we  may  have  taken  previously. 

TIME  OF  THE  RAPTURE 
IN  FIRST  THESSALONIANS 

In  1  Thessalonians  1:10  the  believers  were  informed  that 
they  would  be  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come.  This  epis¬ 
tle  has  a  literary  unity,  therefore,  the  wrath  so  mentioned 
must  be  the  same  wrath  which  is  mentioned  in  5:9,  and  it 
must  be  that  wrath  manifested  by  the  terrible  destruction 
which  accompanies  the  coming  of  the  Day  of  the  Lord.  To 
assume  otherwise  would  be  to  deny  the  consistency  of  the 
epistle. 

The  determining  passage  in  this  epistle  is  5:1-11.  This 
chapter  follows  the  very  clear  and  si>ecific  description  of  the 
rapture  contained  in  the  preceding  chapter  and  opens  with  the 
statement  that  there  is  no  need  for  Paul  to  write  regarding 
the  time  of  the  rapture.  The  remainder  of  the  passage  gives 
the  reason  why  it  is  not  necessary  so  to  write. 

The  destruction  described  in  verse  3,  which  takes  place 
at  the  coming  or  the  iniation  of  the  Day  of  the  Lord,  must 
refer  to  that  manifestation  of  God's  wrath  which  occurs  dur¬ 
ing  the  great  tribulation  rather  than  to  the  day  of  vengeance 
mentioned  in  2  Thessalonians  1:7-9  or  the  day  of  God's  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  lost  described  in  Revelation  20:11-15.  The 
former  of  these  two  Judgments  occurs  at  the  second  advent 
which  in  turn  is  immediately  preceded  by  the  great  signs  in 
the  heavens  and  immediately  before  that  by  the  great  tribu¬ 
lation  (Matt.  24:15-30).  It  is.  simply  impossible  that  men 
could  be  saying  at  the  end  of  the  tribulation  or  during  the 
heavenly  signs  such  things  as  "peace  and  safety. "  In  the 
first  place,  they  would  not  have  had  time  to  recover  from  the 
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time  of  the  great  tribulation  and  they  would  not  even  know 
that  it  had  finished.  In  the  second  place,  in  Luke  21:25-27  it 
is  quite  clear  that  the  heavenly  signs  themselves  with  the 
attendant  conditions  in  human  society  cause  men's  hearts  to 
fail  from  fear.  At  the  time  of  the  judgment  of  the  great  white 
throne  in  Revelation  20,  those  judged  are  the  lost  dead  who 
are  raised  from  hell  and  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  that  in  hell  these  individuals  should  be  saying  "peace 
and  safety. " 

In  Revelation  15  and  16  we  are  informed  that  there  is  a 
final  manifestation  of  God's  wrath  during  the  period  immedi¬ 
ately  preceding  the  second  advent.  God's  wrath  in  this  period 
is  manifested  both  by  direct  acts  of  God--such  as  the  exces¬ 
sive  heat  from  the  sim  (16:8-9)  if  this  is  to  be  taken  literally; 
and  by  the  indirect  effect  of  God's  wrathful  judgment  (Rom. 
1:18-31)  as  manifested  in  the  final  war  (16:12-16).  Before 
the  great  tribulation  begins,  men  could  be  saying  "peace  and 
safety. "  It  is  {q>parent  then  that  1  Thessalonians  5:3  £q>plies 
to  the  destruction  during  the  great  tribulation. 

Verse  2  of  the  ch^ter  states  categorically  "that  the  day 
of  the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night. "  It  is  the  Day 
of  the  Lord,  not  the  destruction  itself  that  is  spoken  of  spe¬ 
cifically.  The  destruction  accompanies  it  and  is  its  manifes¬ 
tation.  The  Day  of  the  Lord  is  a  definite,  literal  period  of 
time  which  certainly  reaches  to  the  end  of  the  millennium 
with  the  appearance  of  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth 
(2  Pet.  3:7-10).  And  it  says  that  this  day,  this  period  of 
time,  comes  or  begins  in  the  night,  as  does  a  thief. 

Night  is  a  period  oi  time,  whether  we  think  of  it  as  being 
either  a  natural  phenomenon  or  an  indefinite  time  in  which 
spiritual  darkness  reigns.  Night  also  follows  day  which  is 
similarly  a  period  of  time.  Paul  repeatedly  makes  it  defi¬ 
nitely  certain  that  the  church  is  of  the  day,  not  ci  the  night, 
once  in  verse  4,  four  times  in  verse  5,  once  inverse  8. 
Taking  night  and  day  as  periods  of  time,  they  cannot  exist  at 
the  same  time.  Since  the  Day  of  the  Lord  begins  at  night, 
the  church  being  of  the  day  necessarily  will  not  be  present, 
having  already  joined  the  Lord  in  the  air. 


The  Time  of  the  Rapture 


321 


Another  way  of  looking  at  this  passage  is  that  the  day 
and  night  represent  coexisting  spiritual  conditions  rather 
than  specific  time  periods,  so  that  the  unsaved  of  the  tribula¬ 
tion  period  being  in  spiritual  darkness  would  be  unexpectedly 
surprised  by  the  destruction  while  the  believers  being  in  the 
spiritual  light  would  be  present  but  not  surprised.  In  this 
alternative,  we  note  that  when  the  Day  of  the  Lord  comes  both 
the  believers  in  the  church  and  the  lost  would  be  present. 
Thus  in  effect  the  Day  of  the  Lord  would  come  as  a  thief  in 
the  night  to  the  unsaved  and  as  an  enemy  in  the  day  to  the 
saved  since  it  would  come  to  both  at  the  same  time.  But  the 
very  idea  of  coming  in  the  day  or  light  (to  the  church  people) 
contradicts  the  specific  declaration  that  '*the  day  oi  the  Lord 
so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night.  '* 

Of  the  two  interpretations,  the  former  appears  to  be 
more  in  conformity  with  the  language  of  the  passage.  Its 
preference  is  further  indicated  by  verses  9  and  10  quoted 
above,  bi  these  verses,  it  shows  that  the  salvation  mentioned 
is  alternative  to  the  wrath.  As  seen  previously,  this  wrath 
is  manifested  by  the  great  tribulation.  Fu  ther,  in  verse  10 
it  shows  that  the  purpose  of  the  salvation  is  that,  whedier  we 
are  dead  or  alive  in  the  body,  we  should  live  with  Christ. 
Thus  this  purpose  results  in  the  exact  conditions  of  the  rap¬ 
ture  as  described  in  chapter  4.  Even  the  words  of  comfort 
and  exhortation  in  5:10-11  are  practically  identical  with  those 
in  4:17-18.  Now,  whether  the  rapture  precedes  or  follows 
the  great  tribulation,  it  will  surely  take  place  and  it  will  in¬ 
clude  all  believers  living  at  the  moment.  The  "all”  of  1  Co¬ 
rinthians  15:51  and  the  "we  which  are  alive  and  remain"  of 
1  Thessalonians  4:17  admit  of  no  exceptions.  Therefore 
since  the  rapture  must  occur  in  any  case  and  will  include  all 
living  believers,  why  does  Paul  place  it  as  a  consequence  of 
that  salvation  which  is  alternative  to  that  particular  wrath 
which  is  the  great  tribulation?  The  answer  appears  to  be 
that  it  is  by  the  rapture  that  the  church  is  saved  from  the 
wrath  of  the  great  tribulation. 

There  is  still  another  indication  in  1  Thessalonians  that 
the  rapture  precedes  the  great  tribulation.  In  1:10 it  instated 
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that  we  will  be  delivered  from  ’’the  wrath  to  come."  As  seen 
above,  the  wrath  under  consideration  is  that  during  the  great 
tribulation  rather  than  either  the  vengeance  at  the  second  ad¬ 
vent  or  the  final  judgment.  Otherwise  no  limitation  is  indi¬ 
cated.  Thus  the  wrath  to  come  can  be  expected  to  include  ^ 
of  the  wrath  of  the  tribulation.  This  aH  implies  all  of  the 
effects  of  the  wrath  because  it  is  only  by  its  effects,  its 
judgments,  that  the  wrath  is  manifested.  The  wrath  falling 
in  judgment  on  mankind  during  the  great  tribulation  is  not 
limited  to  that  specifically  designated  as  God's  wrath  in  Rev¬ 
elation  15  and  16.  Chapter  15  opens  with  this  verse:  "And  I 
saw  another  sign  in  heaven,  great  and  marvellous,  seven  an¬ 
gels  having  the  seven  last  plagues;  for  in  them  is  filled  iq) 
the  wrath  of  God. "  It  is  noted  that  these  seven  plagues  are 
not  all  of  the  plagues,  only  the  last  ones.  It  is  also  clear 
that  they  fill  up  the  cup  of  wrath  of  God.  Other  translations 
improve  on  the  expression  "fill  up, "  but  all  show  that  these 
plagues  complete  or  bring  to  an  end  the  wrath.  Thus  the  en¬ 
tire  great  tribulation  with  its  terrible  destruction  is  the  man- 
ifestation  of  God's  wrath. 

The  sufferings  resulting  from  God's  wrath  in  the  great 
tribulation  are  of  two  kinds,  those  which  are  the  direct  re¬ 
sult  and  others  which  are  indirect.  The  direct  judgments  fall 
on  unbelievers  as  indicated  by  Revelation  7:1-  ,  9:4;  16:2, 
5-11.  In  the  gpreat  tribulation  at  the  end  of  man's  age  the 
natural  evil  in  man,  dominated  by  Satan  and  his  demons, 
comes  to  its  climax  and  is  so  vile  that  not  even  the  terrible 
judgments  of  God's  wrath  will  cause  them  to  repent.  Those 
judgments  prove  that  these  unsaved  men  are  absolute  and 
forever  rebels  against  God. 

The  nature  and  indirect  results  of  God's  wrath  in  the 
great  tribulation  flow  from  the  effect  of  Romans  1:18-31  as 
seen  previously.  The  great  tribulation  includes  wars,  fam¬ 
ines,  pestilence,  death  (Rev.  6:4-8),  and  specifically  for  be¬ 
lievers  of  that  period  (Rev.  7)  martyrdom  and  persecution 
(Rev.  6:9-11;  11:7-10;  12:17;  13:7,  15-17;  16:14;  17:6;  20:4). 
These  are  the  kinds  of  tribulation  that  the  church  has  suffered 
throughout  its  history.  That  the  believers  on  earth  at  any 
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time  do  suffer  these  particular  things,  as  they  do  now,  is 
clearly  proved  by  Matthew  24:15-22;  John  14:22;  Acts  14:22. 
In  the  great  tribulation  the  severity  of  the  suffering  is  multi¬ 
plied  beyond  description.  Then  as  now  God's  grace  will  be 
sufficient  for  them  (2  Cor.  1:4;  12:9).  But  they  are  not  de¬ 
livered  from  this  indirect  judgment  of  God's  wrath  (Rom. 
1:18-31),  rather  they  endure  to  the  end  (Matt.  24:13).  As 
are  believers  now,  they  will  be  witnesses  to  the  saving  power 
of  God.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Bible  says  that  the  church  is 
to  be  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come  and  without  qualifying 
words  this  means  all  of  the  wrath  to  come,  both  direct  and 
indirect.  The  complete  delivery  from  this  judgment  can  be 
only  by  death  or  the  rapture.  Therefore,  the  church,  if  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  earth  when  the  destruction  of  the  great  tribulation 
comes  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  must 
either  die  all  at  once  or  be  translated.  Since  the  Bible  no¬ 
where  indicates  that  all  the  church  is  to  die  at  one  time,  the 
delivery  from  the  wrath  can  only  be  by  the  rapture,  and  that 
before  the  gpreat  tribulation. 

Some  may  object  to  the  idea  that  delivery  from  the 
wrathful  judgments  of  the  great  tribulation  implies  that  the 
church  will  have  been  removed  by  the  rapture  from  their 
very  presence.  Therefore,  the  matter  must  be  examined 
more  closely. 

The  destruction  is  material  and  physical,  as  shown  above, 
although  of  course  there  are  also  accompanying  spiritual  and 
psychological  consequences.  The  first  question  is:  Does  the 
delivery  from  wrath  refer  only  to  safekeeping  from  spiritual 
defection  or  denial  of  Christ  in  tribulation  by  stedfast  faith 
and  spiritual  victory?  Now,  this  victory  is  already  a  cer¬ 
tainty.  Christians  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith 
(1  Pet.  1:5)  and  shall  never  perish  (John  10:28).  God  will 
confirm  them  to  the  end  (1  Cor.  1:7-8).  Our  li|^  affliction, 
which  is  but  for  a  moment,  works  for  us  a  far  more  exceed¬ 
ing  and  eternal  weight  cf  glory  (2  Cor.  4:17),  and  we  always 
triumph  in  Christ  (2  Cor.  2:14).  In  view  of  these  wonderful 
promises,  we  are  confident  that  the  bom-again  Christians 
would  be  faithful  unto  death.  The  Holy  Spirit  dwellii^  in 
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them  will  see  to  that.  Nevertheless,  let  us  assume  that  a 
Christian  does  live  through  and  survive  the  tribulation  in 
stedfast  faith  or  that  he  is  faithful  unto  death.  He  has  been 
delivered  or  kept  from  spiritual  apostasy  or  denial — but  that 
is  not  the  wrath.  As  shown  above,  the  wrath  of  God  is  mani¬ 
fested  in  physical  and  material  judgments.  Thus  the  faithful 
Christian  would  have  been  delivered  from  his  own  weakness, 
but  not  from  the  wrath.  But  the  promise  is  that  he  will  be 
delivered  from  the  wrath. 

The  injunction  to  live  righteously  and  soberly,  to  put  on 
"the  breas^late  of  faith  and  love,  and  for  a  helmet,  the  hope 
oi  salvation"  (1  Thess.  5:8)  is  always  applicable  to  Christians 
under  any  conditions.  Furthermore,  the  next  sentence  (v.  9) 
implies  that  we  put  on  these  qualities  because  God  has  not 
squinted  us  to  wradi.  In  other  words,  we  do  not  do  these 
things  in  order  to  go  through  the  tribulation  trials  victori¬ 
ously  but  rather  because  of  what  God  has  already  done  for  us 
in  delivering  us  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

As  seen  above,  the  destruction  at  the  coming  of  the  Day 
of  the  Lord  is  physical  and  material.  Those  whom  it  strikes 
do  not  escape  (1  Thess.  5:2-3).  Here  we  note  an  interesting 
change  in  pronouns.  In  verses  1  and  2  Paul  addresses  the 
Christians  as  "ye,"  but  then  he  says:  "when  they  shall  say. 
Peace  and  safety,  then  sudden  destruction  cometh  upon  them, 
as  travail  iq;>on  a  woman  with  child,  and  they  shall  not  es¬ 
cape"  (v.  3;  italics  added).  The  inescapable  conclusion  must 
be  that  the  church  does  escape,  and  for  that  reason  there  is 
no  need  for  Paul  to  discuss  the  "times  and  the  seasons"  of 
the  riq)ture  (v.  1). 

The  question  now  arises:  Does  the  escape  mean  security 
in  the  midst  of  the  destruction,  as  that  of  Israel  in  Egypt 
prior  to  the  Exodus,  or  does  it  mean  absence  from  the  very 
presence  the  destruction  as  in  the  pretribulation  position  7 
It  is  recognized  that  God  can  do  anything  He  chooses,  and  we 
know  that  in  Egypt  the  Israelites  were  segregated  in  die  land 
of  Goshen,  but  in  the  great  tribulation  there  is  no  indication 
of  such  segregation  of  Jews  or  any  other  disciples  of  any 
kind.  In  fact  such  segregation  is  foreigpi  to  the  very  idea  of 
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the  world-wide  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Furthermore,  we 
know  that  during  the  tribulation  the  disciples  are  subjected  to 
suffering  and  martyrdom  and  that  those  who  are  saved  are 
those  who  endure  (Matt.  24:7-13;  Rev.  6:9-11;  13:7,  8,  15). 
The  slaying  of  the  martyrs  in  the  great  tribulation  is  the  cul¬ 
mination  and  the  most  of  that  which  the  world  can  do  to  be¬ 
lievers.  When  one's  life  has  been  destroyed,  no  more  can 
be  done  to  hurt  him.  Therefore,  martyrdom  is  the  maxi¬ 
mum  effect  of  men's  wrath  which  is  the  consequence  of  God's 
wrath.  It  is  not  delivery  and  cannot  be  so  considered  under 
any  reasonable  use  of  language.  If  the  church  is  in  the  great 
tribulation,  then  some  members  are  not  delivered.  This  is 
contrary  to  the  clear  meaning  of  1  Thessalonians  1:10  and  5:9 
where  no  exceptions  to  die  delivery  are  intimated  in  any  way. 
The  promise  is  for  the  whole  church. 

From  the  preceding  discussion,  it  is  concluded  that  the 
First  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  establishes  definitely  that 
the  rapture  of  the  church  occurs  before  the  gpreat  tribulation. 
The  validity  of  this  argument  is  corroborated  and  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  analysis  of  the  Second  Epistle  to  the  Thessalon¬ 
ians. 

Chicago,  Illinois 

(To  be  continued  in  the  January-March,  1958,  Number) 
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THE  OLD  TESTAMENT  REVELATION 
OF  THE  BEGINNING  OF  SIN 

By  Merrill  F.  Unger,  Th.D. ,  Ph.D, 

The  Joyous  light  that  filled  the  pristine  sinless  universe 
and  radiated  from  angels  and  morning  stars  at  the  laying  d 
earth's  cornerstone  was  not  destined  to  continue  undisturbed. 
The  infinitely  wise  Creator,  in  endowing  His  creatures  with 
freedom  of  will  and  the  prerogative  of  self-determining 
choice,  allowed  the  possibility  at  least  that  some  might 
choose  the  wrong  way  and  thereby  introduce  sin,  darkness, 
and  misery  into  His  perfect  and  sinless  creation. 

Divine  wisdom,  however,  knew  that  the  joy  of  fellowship 
with  the  Creator  maintained  against  solicitation  to  apostasy 
and  disloyalty  would  be  a  deeper  and  mor^  enlightened  emo¬ 
tion.  Light  appearing  against  the  background  of  darkness 
would  be  more  resplendent.  Holiness  shining  out  against  the 
somberness  of  sin  would  be  more  attractive.  The  majesty  of 
the  major  key  would  be  more  pronounced  by  contrast  with  the 
minor  note.  A  smile  would  radiate  all  the  more  beautifully 
through  tears. 

THE  JOY  OF  A  SINLESS  UNIVERSE 

How  long  the  unsullied  light  of  a  sinless  universe  and  the 
unbroken  Joy  of  myriads  of  unfallen  ethereal  spirits  contin¬ 
ued  is  unrevealed  in  Holy  Scripture.  It  may  have  been  an 
indefinitely  extended  period.  Ages  iq;x>n  ages  of  blissful  har¬ 
mony  may  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  Creator  and  the  sin-free 
creature  before  the  dawn  of  time,  when  in  eternity  past  "a 
thousand  years"  were  "but  as  yesterday  when  it  is  past,  and 
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as  a  watch  in  the  night"  (Ps.  90:4). 

The  pristine  bliss  of  millions  of  pure  spirits  of  light  ec> 
statically  worshipping  and  loyally  serving  their  Maker  was 
still  unmarred  when  earth's  cornerstone  was  laid.  On  that 
memorable  occasion,  as  a  new  sphere  of  magnificent  beauty 
was  hung  in  starry  space,  ".  .  .  the  morning  stars  sang  to> 
gether,  and  all  the  saints  of  God  shouted  for  joy"  (Job  38:7). 
There  was  not  an  inharmonious  voice  to  diminish  the  exqui¬ 
site  adoration  that  was  rendered  the  Creator  of  this  new 
resplendent  world  as  it  came  forth  fresh  from  His  creative 
hand.  Not  a  shadow  was  cast  upon  that  joyous  dedicatory 
scene. 

The  new  orb,  floating  in  space,  surrounded  by  myriads 
of  celestial  spirits  celebrating  its  creation,  was  the  subject 
of  so  much  jubilation  not  only  because  it  was  another  product 
of  the  Creator's  omnipotence  but  also  because  it  was  to  be 
the  abode  cf  some  of  God's  created  beings.  "For  thus  saith 
Jehovah  that  created  the  heavens,  the  God  that  formed  the 
earth  and  made  it,  that  established  it  and  created  it  not  a 
waste,  that  formed  it  to  be  inhabited:  I  am  Jehovah;  and  there 
is  none  else"  (Isa.  45:18). 

Intimations  are  not  lacking  in  Scripture  that  the  highest 
of  all  God's  created  angels,  "the  day  star,  son  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  "  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  earth  when  this  planet  was 
originally  created.  As  viceregal  governor  of  this  globe,  Lu¬ 
cifer  doubtless  had  hosts  of  unfallen  angelic  spirits  under 
him.  In  this  position  of  exaltation  and  vast  power,  he  became 
inflated  with  pride.  Into  a  heart  that  hitherto  had  been  per¬ 
fect,  that  had  used  its  capacity  for  free  moral  choice  only  to 
adore  and  serve  the  ineffable  Creator,  sin  entered.  Hatred 
and  rebellion  were  bom  into  the  sinless  universe  when  the 
will  of  the  highest  created  being  was  lifted  against  the  Cre¬ 
ator  Himself. 

SIN  IS  BORN  IN  A  SINLESS  UNIVERSE 

The  Prophet  Isaiah  under  inspiration  records  the  tre¬ 
mendous  scene  when  sin  made  its  dismal  entrance  into  a 
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sinless  universe  and  began  its  tragic  career  in  an  act  of  de¬ 
liberate,  willful,  and  intelligent  transgression  on  the  part  of 
Lucifer  in  the  face  of  the  full  g^ow  of  light  and  the  unobscured 
recognition  of  the  divine  goodness  and  perfection:  '*How  art 
thou  fallen  from  heaven,  O  day-star,  son  of  the  morning!  how 
art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground,  that  didst  lay  lowthe  nations! 
And  thou  saidst  in  thy  heart,  I  will  ascend  into  heaven,  I  will 
exalt  my  throne  above  the  stars  of  God;  and  I  will  sit  upon 
the  mount  of  congregation,  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
north;  I  will  ascend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds;  I  will 
make  myself  like  the  Most  High"  (Isa.  14:12-14). 

Concisely  the  crime  of  Satan  is  stated  to  be  to  make 
himself  "like  the  Most  High."  This  sinister  determination 
involved  in  its  ultimate  outworking  nothing  less  than  an  at- 
ten4>t  to  dethrone  the  Almighty  Himself.  Lifted  iq>  because 
of  his  beauty,  carried  away  with  the  high  privilege  of  gpiard- 
ing  the  divine  throne,  the  "covering  cherub"  was  driven  by 
sin  to  strike  at  the  very  throne  he  was  set  to  protect. 

Satan's  sin  is  set  forth  as  consisting  of  five  rebellious 
"I  wills"  uttered  against  the  divine  will.  Stupendous  was  the 
crisis  in  the  universe  when  the  fix'st  repudiation  of  God  took 
place.  Awful  is  the  fact  that  the  defection  occurred  in  the 
heart  of  the  hig^hest  and  brightest  of  the  angelic  beings.  So¬ 
bering  it  is  to  discover  the  quintessence  of  that  sin  was  pride 
(1  Tim.  3:6),  the  insatiable  desire  to  rise  above  the  sphere 
in  which  he  was  created  and  above  the  purpose  and  service 
assigned  to  him. 

This  aspect  of  Satan's  defection  appears  in  the  first  of 
the  five  unholy  declarations  that  express  the  full  sweep  of  his 
wicked  ambition:  "I  will  ascend  into  heaven. "  In  his  use  of 
the  term  heaven  Satan  evidently  means  the  third  or  highest 
heaven,  where  God  Himself  and  the  redeemed  have  their 
abode  (2  Cor.  12:1-4).  Lucifer,  like  other  angels,  has  his 
domicile  in  the  second  heaven,  comprising  the  unfathomable 
realms  ci  the  starry  spheres.  Although  his  exalted  activities 
g;ive  him  access  to  both  the  earth  and  the  higher  planes  (Job 
1:6;  Esek.  28:14),  yet  his  overweening  spirit  of  self -promo¬ 
tion  determined  that  his  abode  should  be  more  exalted  than 


O.  T.  Revelation  of  Beginning  of  Sin 


329 


that  sphere  appointed  him  by  his  Creator. 

']!  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the  stars  ^  God.  ”  Al¬ 
though  appointed  to  guard  the  Creator's  throne,  Satan  covet¬ 
ed  a  throne  of  his  own,  from  which  to  rule  "the  stars  of  God. 
He  desired  dominion  more  especially  over  the  angelic  hosts 
(Rev.  12:3-4),  but  his  inordinate  ambition  most  certainly  ex¬ 
tended  to  their  abode  in  the  vast  starry  worlds  as  well. 

"1  will  sit  upon  the  mount  of  congregation,  in  the  utter¬ 
most  parts  of  the  north."  This  arrogant  pretension  evidently 
aimed  at  Satan's  determination  to  receive  Messianic  recog¬ 
nition.  The  term  mount  is  frequently  used  of  the  seat  of  the 
divine  government  in  the  millennial  earth  (Isa.  2:1-4).  "The 
mount  of  congregation"  connects  the  governmental  adminis¬ 
tration  with  Israel,  whose  meeting  place  with  God  in  the 
wilderness  is  many  times  called  "the  tabernacle  of  the  con¬ 
gregation"  (Ex.  27:21).  Against  Satanic  opposition  to  God's 
program  for  Christ's  earth-rule  over  Israel  and  the  nations, 
the  divine  word  is:  "Yet  have  I  set  my  king  iq>on  my  holy  hill 
of  Zion"  (Ps.  2:6).  This  "holy  hill  of  Zion"  in  Psalm  48  is 
characterized  as  "the  city  cf  our  God,  in  his  holy  mountain. " 
It  is  thus  described  with  particular  reference  to  its  millen¬ 
nial  character  when  it  will  be  the  world's  capital  and  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  divine  government*  "Beautiful  in  elevation,  the  joy 
of  the  whole  eardi  is  mount  Zion,  on  the  sides  of  the  north, 
the  city  of  the  great  King"  (Ps.  48:2).  Satan's  evil  plan  is  to 
oppose  "the  great  King"  and  himself  arrogate  his  regal  hon¬ 
ors. 

"1  will  ascend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds."  The 
meaning  of  Satan's  assumption  in  this  declaratioQ  is  evidently 
his  determination  to  take  to  himself  glory  which  belongs  to 
God  alone.  Many  times  in  Scripture  clouds  are  associated 
with  the  revelation  of  the  divine  glorious  Presence.  When 
Aaron  spoke  to  the  Israelites  "they  looked  toward  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  and,  behold,  the  glory  of  Jehovah  appeared  in  the  cloud" 
(Ex.  16:10).  It  was  "in  the  cloud"  that  God  appeared  upon 
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the  mercy  seat  (Lev.  16:2).  "Clouds  and  darkness"  are  said 
to  be  round  about  the  divine  Presence  (Ps.  97:2).  Christ  will 
come  at  His  second  advent  "on  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power 
and  great  glory"  (Matt.  24:30).  Satan's  "man  d  sin"  will 
oppose  and  exalt  himself  "against  all  that  is  called  God  or 
that  is  worshipped"  (2  Thess.  2:4),  as  Satan  himself  has 
purposed  to  do. 

"1  will  make  myself  like  the  Most  High."  This  is  Satan's 
supreme  ambition — by  his  own  pride  and  rebellion  to  make 
himself  what  his  Creator  never  intended  any  creature  to  be — 
"like  the  Most  High. "  This  exalted  creature  did  not  mean  he 
was  determined  to  make  himself  "like  Jehovah,"  the  ineffable 
self -existent  One.  For  the  creature  to  attempt  such  an  im¬ 
possibility  would  be  pointless.  What  Satan  did  determine  was 
to  usurp  authority  in  heaven  and  iq>on  earth  which  rightly  be¬ 
longs  only  to  "the  Most  High."  This  glorious  title  designates 
God  as  "possessor  of  heaven  and  earth"  (Gen.  14:19,  22),  not 
only  by  virtue  of  creation  but  also  now,  in  the  case  of  the 
earth,  by  redemption  as  well. 

In  seeking  relentlessly  to  gain  authority  over  heaven  and 
earth,  the  terrible  evil  of  Satan's  sin  is  advertised  as* an  in¬ 
veterate  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  creature'  to  remain 
in  the  position  in  which  he  was  placed  by  the  Creator.  To  be 
"like  the  Most  High, "  Satan  undertook  the  permanent  role  of 
imitator  of  God  and  counterfeiter  of  the  divine  plans  and  pur¬ 
poses. 

DARKNESS  WAS  UPON  THE  FACE  OF  THE  DEEP 

Satan's  sin  introduced  darkness  into  God's  moral  uni¬ 
verse.  Previous  to  the  fall  of  the  "day-star,  son  of  the 
dawn,"  only  dazzling  light  unobscured  by  even  a  trace  of 
darkness  flooded  the  universe  and  clothed  all  God's  holy  and 
radiant  creatures.  The  superb  magnificence  of  the  covering 
cherub  and  the  great  beauty  of  the  myriads  of  angelic  beings, 
were  untarnished. 

Satan's  repudiation  of  God,  however,  involved  a  rebellion 
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in  which  he  drew  a  third  part  of  the  stars  cl  heaven  after  him 
(Rev.  12:4).  This  far-reaching  defection  corrupted  Satan's 
beauty  as  well  as  that  of  his  angelic  accomplices. 

CAST  OUT  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN  OF  COD 

The  Prophet  Ezekiel  describes  the  awesome  scene  when 
Lucifer's  holy  splendor  was  ruined  by  sin  and  when  he  began 
his  "traffic"  among  the  lesser  angelic  spirits  to  enlist  their 
allegiance  to  his  nefarious  philosophy  of  freedom  from,  and 
independence  of,  the  Creator:  "Thou  wast  perfect  in  thy  ways 
from  the  day  that  thou  wast  created,  till  unrighteousness  was 
found  in  thee.  By  the  abundance  of  thy  traffic  they  filled  the 
midst  of  thee  with  violence,  and  thou  hast  sinned:  therefore 
have  I  cast  thee  as  profane  out  of  the  mountain  of  God;  and  I 
have  destroyed  thee,  O  covering  cherub,  from  the  midst  of 
the  stones  of  fire.  Thy  heart  was  lifted  up  because  of  thy 
beauty;  thou  hast  corrupted  thy  wisdom  by  reason  of  thy 
brightness:  I  have  cast  thee  to  the  ground;  I  have  laid  thee 
before  kings,  that  they  may  behold  thee"  (Ezek.  28:15-17). 

Satan's  defection  and  fall  occurred  after  the  creaticm  of 
the  earth  (Job  38:7)  and  apparently  in  connection  with  it. 
Although  the  subject  is  to  a  large  extent  wrapped  in  mystery, 
there  are  not  lacking  Scriptural  intimations  that  suggest  that 
Satan  and  certain  angelic  spirits  were  given  suzerainty  over 
the  earth  when  it  was  primevally  created  and  that  it  was  in 
that  high  position  of  trust  that  "the  day-star,  son  of  the  morn¬ 
ing"  planned  his  far -sweeping  insurrection  to  usurp  authority 
over  the  heavenly  spheres  and  the  earth  that  rightfully  be¬ 
longed  only  to  "the  Most  High"  as  Creator  and,  therefore, 
"possessor  of  heaven  and  earth"  (Gen.  14:19,  22). 

If  this  interpretation  is  true,  it  would  explain  the  cause 
of  the  fearful  cataclysmic  judgment  that  engulfed  the  pristine 
globe,  reducing  it  to  a  chaotic  ruin  (Gen.  1:2).  It  would  also 
give  meaning  to  Satan's  specific  use  of  the  divine  title  "the 
Most  High, "  which  is  descriptive  of  ownership  by  virtue  of 
creation,  in  his  original  revolt  against  divine  authority,  when 
he  cried:  "I  will  make  myself  like  the  Most  High"  (Isa.  14:14). 
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Moreover,  this  fact  would  give  point  to  Satan's  Jealousy 
and  temptation  of  Edenlc  man  (Gen.  3:1-6),  who  was  given 
control  over  the  renewed  earth  (Gen.  1:28),  as  well  as  justify 
Satan's  claim  that  this  world  belongs  to  him  (Matt.  4:8-9). 
In  addition,  it  would  furnish  the  reason  why  he  is  waging  such 
a  relentless  battle  against  divine  Omnipotence  to  hold  on  to 
his  usurped  possession  of  this  globe. 

The  enormity  of  Satan's  twofold  wickedness  of  ambitious 
pride  (Isa.  14:12-14;  Ezek.  28:17;  1  Tim.  3:6)  and  inveterate 
deception  (John  8:44;  1  John  3:8)  is  seen  in  the  tragic  effects 
it  );>roduced  upon  the  character  both  cf  himself  and  his  follow¬ 
ers.  From  the  highest  and  brightest  of  God's  "morning  stars" 
he  became  the  chief  of  sinners,  the  original  and  most  injuri¬ 
ous  sinner,  the  sinner  who  has  practiced  sin  longer  than  any 
other  and  who  has  sinned  against  the  greatest  light.  His  mul¬ 
titudinous  satellites  became,  like  him,  instruments  of  dark¬ 
ness,  deception,  and  misery. 

THE  SCARS  OF  SATAN'S  SINS 

The  tragic  marks  of  Satan's  crime  were  not  only  inerad- 
icably  stan4)ed  iqwn  angelic  personality  but  upon  the  physical 
universe  as  well.  The  earth,  as  Satan's  primeval  sphere  of 
dominion,  originally  a  paradise  of  Edenic  splendor,  as  a 
result  of  divine  judgment  was  contorted  and  twisted  into  an 
uninhabitable  chaotic  mass  to  advertise  to  the  angelic  hosts 
the  heinousness  d  Satan's  wickedness.  "And  the  earth  was 
waste  and  void;  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep 
.  .  ."(Gen.  1:2). 

This  was  the  commencement  of  darkness  in  a  universe 
that  had  hitherto  been  filled  only  with  die  light  and  g^ory  of 
the  Creator  and  His  sinless  creatures.  With  the  darkness 
came  also  unutterable  confusion  manifested  in  a  chaotic 
state,  which  is  always  the  inevitable  aftermath  of  evil.  The 
earth,  which  was  directly  concerned  with  the  beginning  of  sin 
and  which  was  apparently  the  place  where  it  was  actually 
bom  in  the  heart  of  Lucifer,  was,  as  a  result,  convulsed  and 
broken  up,  and  became  a  dark  and  watery  waste  for  ages 
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perhaps,  till  out  of  the  chaos  the  present  fabric  ci  the  world 
was  made.  This  globe,  however,  still  displays  evidences  of 
the  divine  Judgment  against  the  first  rebellion  imbedded  deep 
in  its  crust- -mute  mementoes  of  the  awfulness  of  the  revolt 
against  the  Creator. 

Dallas,  Texas 


A  LOOK  AHEAD 
The  January-March,  1958,  Number 

JOHN  F.  WALVOORD  will  continue  his  series  on  '*The  Doc¬ 
trine  concerning  the  Millennium. " 

WILLARD  M.  ALDRICH  will  contribute  a  doctrinal  article  on 
the  subject  of  '* Perseverance. " 

WILLIAM  K.  HARRISON  will  provide  a  second  installment  in 
his  discussion  of  "The  Time  of  the  Rapture  as  Indicated 
in  Certain  Scriptures. " 

MERRILL  F.  UNGER  will  present  a  provocative  article  en¬ 
titled  "Rethinking  the  Genesis  Account  of  Creation. " 

KENNETH  L.  PIKE  will  conclude  his  1956  Griffith  Thomas 
Lectureship  on  "Language  and  Life. " 

GORDON  H.  FRASER  will  explain  "The  Causes  of  First- 
Term  Failures"  among  foreign  missionaries. 

J.  DWIGHT  PENTECOST  will  write  on  "Salvation  in  the 
Tribulation." 


WHERE  DO  THE  EVENTS  OF  EZEKIEL  38-39 
FIT  INTO  THE  PROPHETIC  PICTURE? 

By  J.  Dwight  Pentecost,  Th.  D. 


The  rise  of  Russia  in  a  comparatively  few  years  from 
an  insignificant  nation  to  a  power  feared  because  d  her  avowed 
purpose  of  global  dominion,  whose  sway  has  been  extended 
over  a  majority  of  the  earth's  population,  whose  political 
philosophy  is  rapidly  dividing  the  world  into  Communist  and 
anti -Communist  camps,  has  given  a  renewed  interest  in  and 
importance  to  the  prophecy  concerning  Gog  and  Magog  in  the 
thirty-eighth  and  thirty -ninth  chapters  of  Ezekiel.  Consist¬ 
ently  students  of  prophecy  have  understood  that  these  chapters 
depict  the  invasion  that  sets  off  a  global  war.  In  the  light  of 
current  events,  when  the  populace  of  our  nations  hope  for 
peace  but  expect  and  plan  for  war,  it  becomes  a  pressing 
question  as  to  when  the  events  described  in  those  chapters 
will  take  place. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  study  to  attempt  to  set  forth  the 
time  at  which  the  events  in  Ezekiel  38  and  39  will  transpire. 
We  shall  do  this  by  relating  parallel  Scriptures  to  this  proph¬ 
ecy  to  formulate  the  complete  picture  of  these  events  as  given 
by  revelation.  We  shall  confine  our  investigation  to  this  one 
question.  We  shall  not  concern  ourselves  with  the  identifica¬ 
tion  of  the  nations  described  as  participants,  but  assume  the 
identification  held  by  most  Bible  students  and  ably  presented 
by  Bauman  (Louis  S.  Bauman,  Russian  Events  in  the  Lig^t  of 
Bible  Prophecy,  pp.  17-38).  In  brief,  the  powers  represented 
in  these  two  chapters  are:  Magog,  which  is  Russia,  also  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  Rosh;  Meshech  and  Tubal,  which  are  ancient  tri¬ 
bal  names,  as  Moscow  and  Tobolsk;  Persia,  as  Iran;  Cush 
and  Put,  possibly  as  Ethiopia  and  Libya  in  North  Africa,  but 
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better  as  portions  of  Assyria;  Corner,  as  Germany;  Togar- 
mah,  as  Turkey;  Sheba  and  Dedan,  as  Arab  tribes  or  states 
surrounding  Palestine;  Tarshish,  as  Spain  or  possibly  Great 
Britain. 

Further,  we  shall  not  be  primarily  concerned  with  the 
events  that  are  described  in  this  portion,  except  as  they  will 
throw  light  on  the  problem  of  the  time  of  the  invasion.  There 
is  general  agreement  among  Bible  students  concerning  the 
outline  of  events.  Russia  is  seen  to  make  an  alliance  with 
Persia,  Ethiopia,  Libya,  Germany,  and  Turkey  (w.  2,  5, 
6).  Because  Israel  seems  like  easy  prey  (v.  11),  this  con¬ 
federation  decides  to  invade  the  land  for  the  spoil  (v.  12).  A 
protest  is  mad^  at  this  invasion  (v.  13),  but  it  is  unheeded. 

The  extent  of  this  invasion  must  be  learned  from  parallel 
passages,  for  Ezekiel  omits  the  progress  of  the  invasion, 
but,  rather,  describes  the  destruction  of  the  invader  on  the 
mountains  of  Israel  (39:2-4)  as  the  result  of  divine  interven¬ 
tion  through  a  convulsion  of  nature  (38:20-22).  As  a  result 
five-sixths  of  the  army  is  destroyed  (39:2)  and  seven  months 
are  required  in  disposing  of  the  dead  (39:12),  and  seven  years 
in  disposing  of  the  debris  (39:9-10).  The  scene  of  this  de¬ 
struction  is  said  to  be  on  the  mountains  ctf  Israel  (39:2-4)  and 
the  time  is  in  "the  latter  years"  (38:8)  and  "the  latter  days" 
(38:16).  This  destruction  is  a  sign  to  the  nations  (38:23)  and 
to  Israel  (39:21-24). 

GENERAL  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  TIME 

It  is  obvious  from  the  details  given  to  us  in  the  chapters 
under  consideration  that  no  invasion  experienced  in  Israel's 
history  is  sufficient  to  be  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy. 
There  have  been  invasions  Ih  the  past  which  wrought  hard¬ 
ship  on  the  land  and  the  people,  but  none  that  answer  to  the 
details  presented  here.  This  can  refer  only  to  some  future 
event  in  Israel's  experience.  There  are  a  number  of  con¬ 
siderations  which  support  this  view. 

First,  the  context  in  the  book  makes  a  contribution. 
Chapter  37  deals  with  the  restoration  of  the  nation  Israel  to 
her  land.  This  is  pictured  as  a  gradual  process,  for  the 
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prophet  sees  the  process  of  bone  being  Joined  to  bone,  tied 
together  with  sinews,  clothed  with  skin.  It  is  a  regathering 
in  unbelief,  for  the  prophet  observes  that  there  was  no  life 
in  the  assembled  carcass  (v.  8).  Chapter  40  carries  us  on 
to  the  millennial  age.  Thus  the  movements  of  Gog  and  Ma¬ 
gog  are  seen,  in  the  context,  to  transpire  between  the  time 
of  the  beginning  of  the  restoration  cf  Israel  to  the  land  and 
the  millennial  age. 

Second,  the  specific  statements  in  the  passage  give  clues. 
Twice  a  reference  is  made  in  chapter  38  to  a  time  element. 
It  is  said  to  take  place  "in  the  latter  years"  (v.  8)  and  "in  the 
latter  days"  (v.  16).  This  has  specific  reference  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  years  and  days  of  God's  dealing  with  the  nation  Israel, 
which,  since  it  is  before  the  millennial  age  (Ezek.  40),  must 
place  it  during  God's  dealing  with  Israel  in  the  seventieth 
week  of  Daniel's  prophecy. 

Third,  it  will  be  after  the  beginning  of  the  restoration, 
for  Israel  is  seen  to  be  inhabiting  her  own  land  <38:11).  This 
would  indicate  that  it  takes  place  after  the  covenant  made  by 
the  "prince  that  shall  come"  of  Daniel  9:27. 

Fourth,  it  will  be  connected  with  Israel's  conversion, 
which  is  obviously  future,  for  the  destruction  of  the  invader 
is  a  sign  to  that  nation,  which  opens  its  eyes  to  the  Lord 
<39:22).  Since  the  final  removal  of  the  nation  s  blindness 
does  not  come  until  the  second  advent,  this  prophecy  must 
have  a  definite  relation  to  that  event. 

Fifth,  the  indication  that  die  land  will  be  reforested 
<39:10)  confirms  this  conclusion,  for  Israel  has  always  been 
dependent  on  other  sources  of  supply  for  her  lumber  <cf. 
I  Kings  5:1-10). 

It  is  concluded,  then,  from  the  passage  itself,  that  the 
events  herein  described  must  take  place  in  the  future,  at  a 
time  when  God  is  again  dealing  with  Israel  as  a  nation. 

THE  TIME  IN  RELATION  TO  SPECIFIC  EVENTS 

The  invasion  described  by  Ezekiel  has  been  related  to 
nearly  every  major  prophetic  event  as  to  its  time.  It  is  our 
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purpose  now  to  examine  some  of  these  positions  in  order  to 
determine  as  carefully  as  possible  just  when  this  event  will 
transpire. 

The  invasion  takes  place  prior  to  the  rapture  of  the 
church.  Such  is  the  position  taken  by  David  L.  Cooper,  who 
says:  .  .  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  one  to  locate  the  ful¬ 

fillment  of  this  prediction  after  the  Millennial  Age.  It  cannot 
be  placed  in  the  beginning  of  the  Millennium,  nor  at  the  end 
at  the  tribulation.  It  must,  therefore,  be  located  before  the 
tribulation  because  there  is  no  other  place  for  it  to  occur 
since  the  three  other  suggested  dates  are  impossible. 


There  will  be  a  time  between  now  and  the  beginning  of  the 
tribulation  when  the  Jews  will  be  dwelling  in  the  Land  in  un¬ 
walled  cities  and  will  be  at  rest"  (David  L.  Cooper,  When 
Gog*s  Armies  Meet  the  Almighty,  pp.  80-81). 

W&  feel  that  this  is  an  impossible  thesis  from  several 
considerations:  First,  the  New  Testament  teaching  of  the  im¬ 
minence  of  the  rapture  makes  it  impossible  that  an  event  such 
as  this  must  first  be  fulfilled. 

Second,  the  context  of  the  prophecy  itself  states  that  this 
will  take  place  "in  the  latter  years"  (v.  8)  and  "in  the  latter 
days"  (v.  16).  Since  this  prophecy  is  addressed  to  Israel,  it 
must  be  their  years  and  days  being  referred  to  in  the  proph¬ 
ecy.  Because  Israel  and  the  church  are  two  distinct  groups 
with  which  God  is  dealing,  it  is  impossible  to  make  Israel's 
latter  years  apply  to  the  latter  years  of  the  church,  as  it 
would  do  if  this  is  fulfilled  prior  to  the  rapture. 

Third,  as  far  as  we  can  determine,  Israel  will  not  gain 
any  title  to  the  land,  nor  have  the  right  to  return  to  it,  until 
the  "prince  that  shall  come"  makes  a  covenant  with  her  (Dan. 
9:27).  Israel  is  said  to  be  out  of  the  land  and  Jerusalem 
trodden  down  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  fulfilled 
(Luke  21:24).  It  would  be  necessary,  according  to  this  theory, 
to  maintain  either  that  the  covenant  which  gives  Israel  a  false 
peace  was  made  prior  to  the  rapture  or  that  the  times  of  the 
Gentiles  end  at  the  rapture.  Such  is  not  the  presentation  of 
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the  Word. 

The  invasion  takes  place  at  the  end  of  the  tribulation. 
Louis  S.  Bauman,  after  quoting  Daniel  11:44-45,  writes: 
".  .  .  Who  is  the  foe  he  so  furiously  meets  and  so  ferociously 
destroys?  It  cannot  be  Israel,  for  Israel  is  not  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed  and  utterly  swept  away.  Moreover,  God  would  nev¬ 
er  'call  a  sword'  to  destroy  and  'utterly  sweep  away'  Israel. 
The  foe  is  evidently  to  come  'out  of  the  east  and  out  of  the 
north' --a  description  not  of  the  little  strip  of  land  known  as 
Palestine,  but  a  vast  confederacy  of  nations  'out  of  the  east 
and  out  of  the  north.'  If  Israel  is  not  the  foe  whose  activities 
will  suddenly  infuriate  the  Antichrist,  then,  pray,  who  may 
that  foe  be  ?  The  revelation  of  God  reveals  only  one  possi¬ 
bility— Gog  and  his  allied  hordes,  for  they  are  they  who  are 
to  'fall  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel'  (Ezek.  39:4),  and  to  be 
utterly  swept  away  into  'the  realms  of  Pluto'"  (Bauman,  op. 
cit. ,  pp.  174-75).  There  are  many  Bible  students  who  Join 
Bauman  in  this  interpretation  of  the  time  element.  However, 
there  seem  to  be  difficulties  in  this  position  which  makes  it 
impossible  to  accept  it. 

First,  the  passage  in  Ezekiel  does  not  mention  a  battle. 
The  destruction  there  ir  at  the  hand  oi  the  Lord  through  the 
convulsion  of  nature  (38:20-23).  Even  though  sword  of 
verse  21  should  be  proved  to  be  a  nation,  yet  the  Lord  is 
seen  to  be  the  agent  in  this  destruction  rather  than  a  destruc¬ 
tion  throu^  a  war.  In  the  conflagration  of  Armageddon  there 
is  a  great  battle  fought  in  which  the  King  of  kings  emerges  as 
the  victor. 

Second,  in  Ezekiel  the  invasion  is  by  the  king  of  the 
north  with  his  allies,  which  are  limited  in  number.  In  Zech- 
ariah  14  and  Revelation  19  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  are 
seen  to  be  gathered  together  for  the  conflagration. 

Third,  in  Ezekiel  the  destruction  takes  place  on  the 
mountains  of  Israel  (39:2-4).  The  events  of  Armageddon  are 
said  to  take  place  at  Jerusalem  (Zech.  12:2;  14:2),  at  the 
valley  of  Jehoshaphat  (Joel  3:12)  and  Edom  (Isa.  63:1). 

Fourth,  in  Ezekiel  Israel  is  said  to  be  dwelling  in  her 
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land  in  peace  and  safety  (38:11).  We  know  from  Revelation 
12:14-17  that  Israel  is  not  going  to  dwell  in  the  land  in  peace 
and  safety  during  the  latter  half  of  the  seventieth  week,  but 
will  be  the  special  target  of  Satan's  attack. 

Thus  we  conclude  that  the  invasion  cannot  be  connected 
with  the  events  of  Zechariah  14  and  Revelation  19. 

The  invasion  takes  place  at  the  beginning  ^  the  millen¬ 
nium.  This  view  is  presented  by  Amo  C.  Gaebelein,  who 
says:  "At  what  time  does  this  invasion  take  place  ?  We  find 
the  answer  in  the  text.  The  statement  is  made  in  verse  eight 
that  Gog  and  Magog  and  the  other  nations  with  them  invade 
the  land  'that  is  brought  back  from  the  sword,  and  is  gathered 
out  of  many  people;'  they  come  'against  the  mountains  of  Is¬ 
rael.  .  .  . '  In  verse  eleven  the  evil  purpose  of  the  invader 
is  made  known.  .  .  .  From  all  this  we  learn  that  the  inva¬ 
sion  takes  place  at  the  time  when  the  Lord  has  brought  back 
His  people  and  resumed  His  relationship  with  the  renmant  of 
Israel.  The  invasion  will  happen  some  time  after  the  beastly 
empire  with  its  beasthead  .  .  .  and  the  false  prophet,  the 
personal  Antichrist  .  .  .  have  been  dealt  with  in  Judgment. 


Micah  tells  us:  'And  this  man  (Christ)  shall  be  the  peace 
when  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into  the  land'  (verse  5).  All 
this  confirms  the  story  of  Ezekiel  xxxviii"  (Amo  C.  Gaebe- 
lein.  The  Prophet  Ezekiel,  pp.  252-55). 

While  the  Scriptures  cited  may  seem  to  prove  the  thesis 
stated  above,  we  believe  that  there  are  arguments  which 
prove  this  is  an  impossible  explanation. 

First,  Ezekiel  tells  us  that  the  land  will  be  defiled  by 
reason  of  the  dead  bodies  for  seven  months  (39:12).  Such  a 
picture  seems  impossible  in  view  of  the  cleansing  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  return  of  the  Messiah. 

Second,  in  Jeremiah  25:32-33  it  is  stated  that  the  Lord 
will  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  at  His  return.  This 
is  further  amplified  in  Revelation  19:15-18.  It  seems  im¬ 
possible  to  think  of  such  a  horde  as  described  in  Ezekiel  es¬ 
caping  the  destruction  at  His  coming  to  rise  up  against  Him 
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shortly. 

Third,  in  Matthew  25:31-46  all  Gentiles  are  brou^t  be¬ 
fore  the  Judge  to  determine  who  will  enter  the  millennium. 
Since  no  unsaved  perscxi,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  will  enter 
that  kingdom,  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  such  an  apostasy 
of  saved  persons  who  would  fulfill  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel. 

Fourth,  Isaiah  9:4-5  predicts  the  destruction  of  all 
weapons  of  war  after  the  millennium  begins.  Where  would 
the  armies  of  the  king  of  the  north  secure  their  armament  in 
the  light  of  Isaiah's  prediction? 

Fifth,  Isaiah  2: 1-4  states  that  wars  will  cease  with  the 
advent  of  Christ  and  the  institution  of  the  millennium. 

Sixth,  according  to  Revelation  20:1-3,  Satan  will  be  bound 
at  the  beginning  of  the  millennium  and  thus  would  not  be  op¬ 
erative  to  generate  such  a  movement  against  Israel. 

Seventh,  the  proponents  of  this  theory  have  failed  to  see 
that  God  is  beginning  to  deal  with  the  nation  Israel  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  seventieth  week  after  the  translation  of  the 
church.  That  nation  is  being  brou^t  back  into  her  land 
(Ezek.  38:11;  37:1-28)  although  in  unbelief,  and  to  prepare 
that  nation  through  discipline  for  the  coming  Messiah.  Thus 
Micah  may  rightly  say  that  "this  man  [Christ]  shall  be  the 
peace,  when  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into  our  land"  (5:5), 
even  though  these  events  take  place  before  the  second  advent 
of  Christ.  Micah's  prophecy  does  not  make  the  visible  pres¬ 
ence  of  Christ  necessary,  but  does  promise  His  protection. 

The  invasion  takes  place  at  end  of  the  millennium. 
Those  who  hold  to  this  position  contend  tiiat  the  Gog  and  Ma¬ 
gog  of  Ezekiel  and  that  of  Revelation  20:8  are  the  same. 
This  seems  to  be  an  impossibility  from  the  following  consid¬ 
erations: 

First,  Ezekiel  mentions  only  a  northern  coalitioil  as  be¬ 
ing  engaged  in  the  invasion.  In  Revelation  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  are  gathered  together. 

Second,  in  Ezekiel  there  is  no  specific  mention  made  of 
the  instrumentality  of  Satan,  nor  of  his  being  bound  a  thousand 
years  prior  to  this  invasion,  while  both  things  are  emphasized 
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in  the  Revelation  account. 

Third,  the  context  in  Ezekiel  shows  that  this  invasion  is 
before  the  institution  of  the  millennium.  In  Revelation  the 
millennium  has  been  in  existence  for  a  thousand  years. 

Fourth,  in  Ezekiel  the  bodies  of  the  slain  require  the 
labor  of  seven  months  to  dispose  of  the  dead  (39:12).  In  Rev¬ 
elation  20:9  the  slain  are  said  to  be  "devoured"  by  fire,  so 
that  no  disposal  is  necessary. 

Fifth,  in  Ezekiel  the  invasion  is  seen  to  be  followed  by 
the  millennium  (ch.  40-48).  In  Revelation  this  movement  is 
followed  by  the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth.  Certainly  die 
new  earth  could  not  conceivably  be  corrupted  by  unburied 
corpses  for  seven  months.  Thus,  these  considerations  make 
it  impossible  to  accept  this  theory  as  to  the  time  of  the  inva¬ 
sion. 

The  invasion  takes  place  at  the  middle  ^  seventieth 
week.  We  should  like  to  present  several  considerations 
which  may  indicate  that  it  is  the  invasion  of  the  land  of  Pal¬ 
estine  by  the  king  of  the  north  which  sets  off  the  Satanic  attack 
against  the  people  with  whom  God  is  dealing,  the  nation  Isra¬ 
el,  as  recorded  in  Revelation  12:14-17. 

First,  the  invasion  takes  place  at  a  time  when  Israel  is 
dwelling  in  her  own  land  (Ezek.  38:8).  There  is  no  indica¬ 
tion  that  Israel  will  be  entitled  to  occupy  her  own  land  until 
the  time  of  the  covenant  by  the  "prince  that  shall  come"  of 
Daniel  9:27.  Evidently  that  one,  because  of  the  authority  in¬ 
vested  in  him  as  the  head  of  the  revived  Roman  Empire,  seeks 
to  settle  the  Arab-Israeli  dispute  by  giving  Israel  the  right  to 
occupy  the  land.  The  invasion  will  come  sometime  after  this 
covenant  is  confirmed. 

Second,  the  invasion  takes  place  when  Israel  is  dwelling 
in  peace  in  the  land  (Ezek.  38:11).  Those  who  believe  that 
this  invasion  takes  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  millennium 
interpret  this  peace  as  the  peace  promised  by  the  Messiah. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  text  here  to  indicate  that  this  is  the 
true  Messianic  peace.  It  rather  seems  to  be  the  false  peace 
that  has  been  guaranteed  Israel  by  the  covenant,  whidi  is 


342 


Bibliotheca  Sacra 


October,  1957 


called  "your  agreement  with  hell"  in  Isaiah  28:18.  Israel, 
as  yet,  is  in  unbelief  for  the  nation  will  not  be  a  believing 
nation  until  after  the  seccxid  advent  of  Christ.  This  regath¬ 
ering  is  described  in  Ezekiel  37  and  the  lifeless  condition  of 
the  nation  is  clearly  indicated  in  verse  8.  Thus  we  conclude 
from  these  considerations  that  Israel  is  being  brought  back 
into  the  land  with  a  view  to  her  discipline  for  preparation  for 
her  Messiah.  Israel  could  not  be  said  to  be  at  peace  at  the 
end  of  the  tribulation  period,  for  the  land  has  been  destroyed 
by  invasion  (Zech.  14:1-3)  and  the  people  scattered  (Zech. 
13:8-9).  Yet,  the  nation  could  be  dwelling  in  relative  peace 
in  the  land  in  the  first  half  of  the  week.  Cooper  says:  "It  is 
altogether  possible  that  the  first  judgments  of  the  tribulation 
may  not  affect  Palestine  so  as  to  destroy  the  beauty  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  land"  (David  L.  Cooper,  o£.  cit. ,  p.  84). 

Third,  Ezekiel  uses  two  expressions  which  may  give  an 
indication  as  to  the  time  of  this  invasion.  In  verse  8  the  in¬ 
vasion  is  said  to  be  in  the  "latter  years"  and  in  verse  16  in 
the  "latter  days"  of  Israel's  history.  This,  of  course,  can 
have  no  reference  to  the  "latter  days"  of  the  church  age,  for 
God  is  dealing  widi  Israel  in  His  divine  economy  at  this  time. 

There  are  several  similar  expressions  used  which  may 
need  clarification  at  this  point.  The  term  last  day  is  an  ex¬ 
pression  which  is  related  to  the  resurrection  and  judgment 
program  (John  6:39-40,  44,  54;  11:24;  12:48).  The  term 
last  days  is  related  to  the  time  of  Israel's  salvation,  glorifi¬ 
cation,  and  blessing  in  the  kingdom  age  (Isa.  2:2-4;  Micah 
4:1-7).  The  term  latter  days  or  latter  years  is  related  to 
the  time  prior  to  the  "last  days"  or  the  millennial  age,  which 
would  be  the  tribulation  period.  In  Deuteronomy  4:27  Moses 
predicts  a  scattering  because  of  unfaithfulness  but  promises 
a  restoration.  In  verse  30  he  says:  "When  thou  art  in  tribu¬ 
lation,  and  all  these  things  are  come  upon  thee,  even  in  the 
latter  days.  ..."  Here  the  "latter  days"  are  linked  with 
tribulation.  In  Daniel  2:28  the  prophet  reveals  "what  shall 
be  in  the  latter  days"  and  then  carries  the  king  down  to  the 
final  form  of  Gentile  world  power  in  the  seventieth  week. 
Again  in  Daniel  8:19,  23  in  discussing  the  "indignation"  the 
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prophet  speaks  of  the  "latter  time  of  their  kingdom. "  Also 
in  Daniel  10:14  the  term  latter  days  is  used  in  reference  to 
the  events  preceding  the  millennial  age. 

It  is  concluded,  then,  since  Ezekiel  uses  these  expres¬ 
sions,  that  the  events  described  by  that  prophet  must  take 
place  within  the  seventieth  week.  Daniel  11:40  seems  to  have 
reference  to  the  same  period,  for  the  prophet  places  these 
events  "at  the  time  of  the  end. "  This  expression  seems  to 
separate  the  event  from  "the  end"  itself. 

Fourth,  many  of  our  commentators  interpret  Daniel  11: 
41  with  reference  to  the  occi4)ation  of  the  land  of  Palestine 
by  the  Beast.  The  event  which  causes  the  Beast  to  move  in 
is  the  invasion  of  Palestine  from  the  north  by  the  king  of  the 
north  (Dan.  11:40).  The  covenant  by  this  power  in  Daniel 
9:27  has  evidently  guaranteed  Israel  an  inviolate  right  to  the 
land.  Some  event  must  be  necessary  to  cause  the  Beast  to 
abrogate  his  covenant.  Since  the  covenant  is  said  to  be  brok¬ 
en  in  the  middle  of  the  week  (Dan.  9:27)  and  the  invasion 
from  the  north  is  seen  to  be  the  cause  of  the  breaking  of  the 
covenant  (Dan.  11:41),  we  may  conclude  that  this  invasion 
takes  place  in  the  middle  of  the  week. 

Fifth,  it  is  recognized  that  the  events  of  the  last  half  of 
the  week  are  occasioned  by  the  casting  of  Satan  out  of  heaven 
(Rev.  12:7-13).  Evidently  Satan^  first  act  in  opposition  to 
Israel  is  to  move  the  king  of  the  north  to  undertake  this  inva¬ 
sion.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a  great  campaign  which  begins 
in  the  middle  of  the  week,  and  is  continued  until  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Gentile  powers  at  the  return  oi  the  Lord.  We  mi^t 
note  here  that  the  word  translated  "battle"  in  Revelation 
16:14,  according  to  Thayer's  lexicon,  would  better  be  trans¬ 
lated  "campaign,"  for  this  signifies  the  movements  of  armies 
and  is  in  contrast  to  an  isolated  battle.  Our  observation, 
then,  is  that  God  views  all  these  movements  of  the  armies  as 
one  great  campaign  which  will  be  terminated  by  their  destruc¬ 
tion  at  the  return  of  Christ.  The  campaign,  if  our  interpre¬ 
tation  be  correct,  was  waged  over  a  three-and-a-half-year 
period. 

Sixth,  in  Isaiah  30:31-33;  31:8-9;  and  Micah  5:5  this  in- 
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vader  from  the  north  is  called  "the  Assyrian. "  As  Assyria 
was  a  rod  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  previously,  to  punish  Israel 
for  her  iniquity,  so  the  Lord  will  take  up  a  rod  again  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  this  coming  scourge  will  bear  the  same 
name  because  of  the  identity  of  His  mission,  to  chasten  Is¬ 
rael.  Isaiah  28:18  speaks  of  the  "covenant  with  death"  and 
the  "agreement  with  hell"  for  which  God  will  punish  Israel. 
This  must  refer  to  the  covenant  of  Daniel  9:27,  when  Israel 
seeks  peace  from  Uie  hands  of  men  rather  than  from  the  hand 
of  the  Lord.  For  this  covenant,  Isaiah  says  they  will  be 
punished  "when  the  overflowing  scourge  shall  pass  through, 
then  ye  shall  be  trodden  down  by  it."  This  scourge  could 
hardly  be  the  occupation  by  the  Beast,  for  he  was  a  party  to 
the  covenant,  but  must  refer  to  the  invasion  by  the  "Assyri¬ 
an"  who  will  be  used  by  the  Lord  to  chasten  Israel.  The  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Assyrian  in  the  passages  referred  to  seems 
to  parallel  the  destruction  of  the  armies  of  Gog  in  Ezekiel 
38-39,  and  they  are  considered  parallel  references.  God 
could  not  punish  Israel  for  this  false  covenant  until  after  the 
covenant  had  been  made.  This  seems  to  give  further  cause 
to  believe  that  the  invasion  takes  place  in  the  middle  of  the 
week. 

Seventh,  in  Revelation  7:4-17  we  have  a  description  of 
a  multitude  of  Jews  and  of  Gentiles  who  are  saved  during  the 
tribulation  period.  One  wonders,  in  the  face  of  the  intense 
persecution  against  any  believer,  how  any  come  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God  in  that  time.  In  Ezekiel  38:23  we  find  that  the 
destruction  of  the  armies  of  Gog  is  used  as  a  sign  to  the  na¬ 
tions  and  in  39:21  reference  is  made  to  this  same  fact  again. 
In  39:22  the  same  event  is  a  great  sign  to  Israel.  Since  the 
Book  of  Revelation  pictures  many  people  saved  during  the 
tribulation,  and  not  Just  at  the  end  of  it,  and  since  this  event 
of  Ezekiel's  prophecy  is  used  as  a  sign  to  bring  many  to  the 
Lord,  this  event  must  have  taken  place  before  the  end  of  the 
tribulation,  and  rather  at  some  time  within  that  period.  We 
believe  that  this  destruction,  so  obviously  by  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  is  an  event  used  by  Him  to  remove  some  of  the  blind¬ 
ness  to  bring  many  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord. 
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Eighth,  in  Revelation  13:7  the  Beast  is  pictured  as  having 
a  world-wide  power.  This  is  true  at  the  time  of  his  manifes¬ 
tation  as  a  world  ruler  in  the  middle  of  the  tribulation.  The 
question  arises:  '*How  could  the  Beast  have  world-wide  power 
if  the  power  of  the  northern  confederation  has  not  been  bro¬ 
ken?"  The  fact  that  the  Beast  is  in  authority  over  the  earth 
at  the  middle  of  the  week  lends  support  to  the  thesis  that  the 
king  of  the  north  has  been  destroyed.  The  result  of  this  de¬ 
struction  would  produce  chaos  in  world  conditions  which  would 
bring  the  nations  together,  as  we  see  in  Psalm  2,  at  which 
time  the  government  is  formed  over  which  the  Beast  is  the 
head.  Since  there  could  be  no  unity  of  nations  as  long  as  the 
king  of  the  north  is  operative,  this  unity  must  be  brought 
about  after  his  destruction. 

Ninth,  in  Revelation  19:20  we  are  told  that  the  Lord  will 
deal  specifically  with  the  Beast  and  the  false  prqphet  at  His 
coming.  All  through  the  Old  Testament  and  continuing  through 
the  New  there  appear  three  personages  who  will  play  a  part 
in  the  final  drama  of  the  "times  of  the  Gentiles,"  namely,  the 
Beast,  the  false  prophet,  and  the  king  of  the  north  or  the 
Assyrian.  Each  of  these  must  be  dealt  with  before  the  Lord 
can  manifest  His  world- wide  authority.  There  must  be  a 
reason  why  Revelation  19:20  records  only  the  destruction  of 
the  two  mentioned.  It  cannot  be,  as  previously  shown,  that 
the  third  continues  until  after  the  millennium  begins.  It  can¬ 
not  be  that  the  third  escapes  judgment.  It  must  be,  as  is  our 
contention,  that  he  and  his  armies  have  already  been  dealt 
with  on  a  previous  occasion. 

Tenth,  the  chronology  of  several  important  passages 
dealing  with  these  events  seems  to  support  the  thesis.  In 
Isaiah  30  and  31  we  have  a  description  of  the  destruction  of 
the  king  of  the  north.  This  is  followed  in  chapters  33  and  34 
with  the  destruction  of  all  the  nations,  and  then  follows  a  de¬ 
scription  of  the  millennium  inchapter  35.  In  the  Book  of  Joel 
we  find  die  same  chronology.  In  chapter  2  there  is  the  de¬ 
scription  of  the  invasion  by  the  northern  army  (v.  20),  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  description  of  the  destruction  of  the  nations  in 
chapter  3,  and  then  the  millennium  is  described  in  3:17-21. 
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In  both  of  these  passages  the  chronology  is  the  same.  The 
armies  of  the  north  are  destroyed  at  a  separate  time,  in  a 
distinct  movement,  prior  to  the  destruction  of  the  armies  of 
the  nations,  which  will  be  followed  by  the  millennium.  We 
believe  the  suggested  answer  to  the  time  of  the  events  in 
Ezekiel  38  and  39  as  contained  in  this  paper  is  the  only  an¬ 
swer  consistent  with  the  chronology  of  these  extended  passages. 

CONCLUSION 

Consideration  of  the  objections  to  making  the  events  take 
place  either  at  the  end  or  beginning  of  the  millennium,  or  at 
the  end  of  the  tribulation,  or  prior  to  the  rapture,  and  our 
reasons  for  locating  this  prophecy  in  the  middle  of  the  week 
seem  sufficient  to  establish  the  thesis  that  Ezekiel  38  and  39 
will  be  fulfilled  in  the  middle  of  the  tribulation  period.  Such 
a  view  would  lead  us  to  this  chronology  of  events,  briefly 
stated:  (1)  Israel  makes  a  false  covenant  with  the  Beast  and 
occupies  her  land  in  a  false  security  (Dan.  9:27;  Ezek.  38:8, 
11).  (2)  Because  of  a  desire  for  spoil  at  the  expense  of  an 
easy  prey,  the  king  cf  the  north,  satanically  motivated,  in¬ 
vades  Palestine  (Ezek.  38:11;  Joel  2:1-21;  Isa.  10:12;  30:31- 
33;  31:8-9).  (3)  The  Beast  breaks  his  covenant  with  Israel 
and  moves  into  the  land  (Dan.  11:41-45).  (4)  The  king  of  the 
north  is  destroyed  on  the  mountains  of  Israel  (Ezek.  39:1-4). 
(5)  The  land  cf  Palestine  is  occupied  by  the  armies  of  the 
Beast  (Dan.  11:45).  (6)  At  this  time  the  great  coalition  cf 
nations  takes  place  that  forms  one  government  under  the  Beast 
(Ps.  2:1-3;  Rev.  13:7).  (7)  The  kings  of  the  East  are  brought 
in  against  the  armies  of  the  Beast  (Rev.  16:12),  evidently  as 
a  result  of  the  dissolution  of  the  government  of  Gog.  (8)  When 
the  nations  of  the  earth  are  gathered  together  around  Jerusa¬ 
lem  (Zech.  14:1-3)  and  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  (Joel  3:2), 
the  Lord  returns  to  destroy  all  Gentile  world  powers  so  that 
He  might  rule  the  nations  Himself.  This  is  further  described 
in  Zechariah  12:1-9;  14:1-4;  Isaiah  33:1— 34:17;  63:1-6; 
66:15-16;  Jeremiah  25:27-33;  Revelation  20:7-10. 
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A  TRAINING  DEVICE 

FOR  TRANSLATION  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 


In  our  first  lecture  we  emphasized  the  fact  that  a  lan¬ 
guage  was  a  grid,  an  emic  system  by  means  of  which  and 
through  which  commimication  takes  place.  In  the  second,  we 
indicated  that  such  a  system  had,  basic  to  it,  classes  of  mor¬ 
phemes  (or  words,  or  morphemes  and  words,  or  words  and 
phrases)  with  functional  slots  into  which  the  classes  fitted  in 
sentence  structures.  In  this,  the  third  lecture,  we  are  not 
so  much  interested  in  adding  new  linguistic  concepts  as  we 
are  in  exploiting  the  ones  already  set  forth.  In  order  to  do 
this  we  shall  introduce  an  artificial  system  which  will  serve 
as  the  total  target  language  into  which  passages  are  to  be 
translated  (a  technique  which  I  worked  out  in  1950  and  1952 
fr  r  ^^e  Australian  branch  of  the  Summer  Institute  of  Linguis¬ 
tics,  but  published  here  for  the  first  time).  The  system  is 
fashioned  in  such  a  manner  as  to  keep  it  small  enough  to  be 
manageable  within  the  space  of  a  lecture  of  this  kind,  but 
complete  enough  to  make  concrete  the  manner  in  which  slots 
and  classes  enter  into  the  translation  process.  Even  though 
the  example  is  built  to  order,  artificially,  the  person  study¬ 
ing  it  carefully  and  experimenting  with  it  will  see  in  clear 
perspective  some  of  the  most  important  elements  of  transla¬ 
tion  theory  and  practice.  It  is  the  most  effective  method  we 
have  so  far  been  able  to  develop  to  demonstrate  these 
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FORMULAS  FOR  AN  ARTIFICIAL 
TRAINING  LANGUAGE 

Only  one  sentence  type  occurs  in  this  artificial  language 
>-a  language  which  I  shall  hereafter  call  Kalaba-X.  This 
sentence  type  has  three  slots  which  must  always  be  filled, 
and  filled  in  a  particular  order:  Each  sentence  has  a  predi¬ 
cate  slot,  followed  by  an  object  slot,  which  in  turn  is  followed 
by  a  subject  slot.  If  we  symbolize  the  obligatory  occurrence 
by  a  plus  sign  (4>),  the  formula  in  so  far  as  it  is  implied  up  to 
this  point  would  be: 

♦  Pred.  ♦Obj.  4>Subj. 

The  fillers  of  these  slots  must  also  be  specified,  how¬ 
ever,  before  the  formula  is  usable.  That  is,  both  slot  and 
filler  of  the  three  gramemes  involved  must  be  known  before 
actual  sentences  can  be  constructed  in  Kalaba-X. 

For  the  fillers  we  would  save  a  number  of  difficulties  if 
we  invented  each  word  and  morpheme — and  we  do  this  often 
for  certain  training  purposes.  The  unfamiliar  morphemes 
take  much  longer  to  recognize,  however,  slowing  down  our 
present  demonstration,  and  are  likely  to  change  the  focus  of 
the  reader  away  from  the  point  we  want  to  illustrate.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  at  this  stage  in  training  there  is  very  great  gain  in  die 
shock  received  from  seeing  familiar  words  used  in  strange 
slots,  according  to  new  patterns.  It  helps  the  reader  assim¬ 
ilate  the  implications  of  the  fact,  mentioned  in  the  last  lec¬ 
ture,  that  parts  of  speech  are  formal  elements,  formally 
resultant  from  the  distribution  of  morphemes  and  words  in 
functional  slots,  rather  than  categorical  classes  which  are 
universal  to  all  languages.  (There  is  also  the  possibility  that 
for  many  languages  the  concept  of  a  restricted  number  of 
parts  of  speech  may  best  be  abandoned,  to  be  replaced  by  a 
much  more  flexible  approach  to  a  larger  number  of  criss¬ 
crossing  groupings.)  This  in  turn  leads  to  a  flexibility  of 
conceptualization  in  a  new  framework  which  may  prevent  an 
inexperienced  translator  from  stalling  in  his  task  when  he 
fails  to  find  the  kind  of  translation  equivalents  which  he  ex¬ 
pected.  With  his  imagination  trained,  he  is  better  able  to 
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look  for  a  correct  and  adequate  but  unexpected  path  out  of  his 
dilemma. 

To  fill  the  predicate  slot  we  use  any  English  verb.  Since 
only  one  kind  of  predicate  grameme  is  set  up,  there  are  no 
distinctions  between  transitive  and  intransitive  verbs.  All 
English  verbs,  despite  their  restrictions  in  standard  English 
formulas,  may  occur  in  this  slot.  Each  of  them,  it  should 
be  noticed,  must  be  followed  by  an  object.  A  further  conven¬ 
tion  is  adopted  for  this  stage  in  the  training  formula:  A  verb 
may  be  borrowed  from  English  in  any  of  its  inflected  forms, 
according  to  convenience;  the  internal  analytical  problems 
raised  by  these  differences  are  ignored  at  this  point,  left  to 
be  covered  later  by  other  phases  of  the  training  process. 

Both  the  object  slot  and  the  subject  slot  of  Kalaba-X  are 
filled  by  English  nouns.  Here,  too,  delicate  problems  arise 
as  to  the  forms  to  be  permitted,  even  though  it  is  specified 
in  advance  that  any  inflected  form  of  the  noun  may  be  used. 
The  formula,  then,  now  looks  like  this: 


Verb 


Noun 


Noun 


•f  Pred.  ♦Obj.  <fSubj. 

One  further  amplification  of  the  formula  is  introduced  to 
j;ive  more  flexibility  to  Kalaba-X  and  to  provide  an  artificial 
language  that  is  very  simple  but  which  nevertheless  allows 
for  the  translation  into  it  of  English  materials.  A  modifica¬ 
tion  grameme  is  added.  This  grameme,  unlike  the  others  so 
far  described,  can  come  in  more  than  one  place.  It  may 
occur- -but  is  not  required  to  be  present- -after  the  predicate 
grameme,  which  it  then  modifies.  It  may  also  follow,  and 


modify  the  object  grameme,  or  the  subject  grameme.  Al¬ 
though  a  particular  sentence  may,  therefore,  contain  three 
instances  of  the  modification  grameme  (one  after  each  of  the 
basic  gramemes),  no  two  modification  gramemes  come  in 
sequence,  since  each  of  the  basic  gramemes  is  restricted  to 
one,  and  only  one,  modifier. 

The  filler  of  the  modification  slot  in  Kalaba-X  may  be 
any  English  adjective.  Here,  as  with  the  other  gramemes, 
some  problems  arise,  since  we  are  assuming  that  the  list  of 
Eni^ish  adjectives  will  be  clearly  known  to  the  reader. 
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whereas  in  fact  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  inclusiveness 
of  the  list  occur.  (In  any  such  particular  instance,  the 
student  makes  his  own  arbitrary  decision  if  it  does  not  con¬ 
tradict  the  basic  rules  laid  down,  and  provided  that  he  re¬ 
mains  consistent  throughout  his  work. ) 

The  problem  is  made  much  more  instructive,  however, 
by  a  further  extension  of  the  list  of  fillers  appropriate  to  the 
modification  slot.  Any  noun,  or  any  verb,  may  constitute  an 
acceptable  filler  of  the  modifier  slots  just  as  an  adjective 
can  do. 

Note,  then,  the  revised  formula,  with  the  added  symbols 
of  slant  line  (/)  meaning  'or,'  and  parentheses  to  show  the 
basic  gramemes  expanded  by  a  modifier: 

♦  (♦O^  4  (+8** 

Note,  further,  that  this  formula  in  part  defines  a  noun 
for  the  Kalaba-X  structure:  it  is  a  member  of  that  list  of 
words  which  can  fill  object,  subject,  or  modifier  slots.  A 
verb  is  a  word  which  can  fill  predicate  or  modifier  slots.  An 
adjective  is  a  word  which  can  fill  only  a  modifier  slot. 

FROM  A  COMPLEX  TO  A  SIMPLE  STRTTCTURE 

We  now  present  a  paragraph  which  is  to  be  translated 
into  Kalaba-X.  Sentences  are  numbered  for  convenience  of 
reference: 

(1)  ON  A  BICYCLE  DOWN  THE  MALL— (2)  I  was  doing 
my  best  to  make  my  way  home  from  work  on  my  old  bicycle 
and  thread  my  way  down  St.  James's  to  take  a  shortcut 
through  the  Park.  (3)  But  I  was  forced  to  dismount.  (4) 
Picked  up  by  the  crowd,  I  was  put  down  again  intact  at  Marl¬ 
borough  Gate.  (5)  I  was  going  well  again  when  I  reached  the 
Mall,  and  then  it  dawned  on  me— the  Queen  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  were  expected.  (6)  There  was  a  traffic  diversion. 
(7)  Being  a  very  small  fish,  I  had  got  through  the  net.  (8) 
The  Mall  stretched  in  front  of  me  clear  and  inviting,  with  po¬ 
lice  each  side  keeping  the  crowd  back.  (9)  "This  may  never 
happen  again,"  I  said  to  myself,  and  without  a  second  thought, 
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kept  straight  on.  (10)  The  good-natured  crowd  cheered.  (11) 
Even  the  police  had  to  laugh. --(12)  E.  T.  Sutherland,  Tor¬ 
rens  Rd.,  Brixton. — The  Evening  News,  London,  July  4, 
1953. 

Now  we  suggest  a  translation  into  Kalaba-X.  Many  dif- 
ferent--and  presumably  better --translations  are  possible 
within  the  limiting  structure.  This  is  not  the  correct  trans¬ 
lation.  Differences  of  Judgment  as  to  word  equivalences, 
artistic  effects,  literalness,  and  the  like,  would  prevent  any 
two  translators  from  obtaining  identical  results — a  principle 
easily  demonstrable  in  a  classroom  by  this  method.  Sen¬ 
tences  are  numbered  to  key  in  to  the  source  paragraph,  with 
a  running  commentary  C)n  some  points  which  the  student  should 
not  overlook.  One  special  caution:  the  model  allows  a  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  ambiguity,  since  in  a  sequence  of  nouns 
a  particular  noun  might  be  either  subject  or  object  or  might 
be  object  or  verb  modiiier,  etc.  These  ambiguities  can  only 
be  resolved,  if  at  all,  a  study  of  the  context. 

(1)  "Rides  Mall  Bicycle  Man. "  The  title  had  to  be  re¬ 
phrased  into  a  full  sentence,  to  fit  the  structure.  The  pred¬ 
icate  "rides"  was  deduced  from  later  context,  and  the  noun 
"Mall"  used  as  a  modifier  of  it,  i.e.,  "to  Mall  ride,"  as  if  we 
were  to  say  "to  Boston  go."  The  prepositions  on  and  down  dis- 
appear;  the  meaning  of  "on  a  bicycle"  is  carried  by  the  predi¬ 
cate-object  phrase,  "ride  bicycle."  The  articles  a  and  the 
drop- -no  such  word  class  appears  in  Kalaba-X;  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  the  English  definiteness  or  indefiniteness  would  be 
made  explicit  in  Kalaba-X  only  if  it  were  important  to  the 
context.  Categories  obligatory  to  a  source  language  must 
often  be  dropped  in  this  ffmhion,  lest  a  translation  made  to 
preserve  them  become  exceedingly  long  and  cumbersome. 

(2a)  "Owned  bicycle  old  speaker  present."  Since  no  pro¬ 
nouns  occur  in  Kalaba-X  (one  of  the  bits  where  it  is  least  like 
a  natural  language,  where  'T"  would  presumably  be  found),  a 
substitute  technique  must  be  used  to  signal  the  reader  that 
this  is  a  firsthand  account.  Note  here  the  subject  "speaker 
present";  and  compare  sentence  12,  which  makes  the  signal 
less  ambiguous.  Similarly,  "my"  drops,  and  the  possession 
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requires  statement  in  new  form — here,  in  a  verb  with  its 
object. 

(2b)  "Left  work  speaker. "  We  were  unable  to  begin  with 
"doing  my  best"  since  it  has  no  nominal  object,  and  since  the 
whole  concept  of  the  first  source  sentence  was  too  compli¬ 
cated  for  a  single  sentence  in  Kalaba-X.  In  order  to  simpli¬ 
fy  it,  we  pulled  out  the  phrases  "my  old  bicycle"  and  "from 
work"  and  made  separate  sentences  of  each,  to  get  the  setting 
ready  for  the  main  action. 

(2c)  "Attenq>ted  difficulty  trip  homeward  speaker."  Now 
the  idiom  "was  doing  my  best"  is  reworked  into  a  predicate 
"attempted"  plus  a  noun  "difficulty"  modifying  it,  i. e., 
"attempted  with  difficulty. " 

(2d)  "Traversed  street  St.-James's  speaker."  The  change 
from  a  complex  structure  to  a  simple  one  often  involves  rep¬ 
etition  of  some  parts.  Here  the  subject  has  been  repeated, 
since  no  pronoun  is  available,  nor  can  "and"  be  used  to  con¬ 
nect  the  predicates  of  (2c)  and  (2d).  The  compound  street 
name  "St.-James's"  is  treated  as  a  unit — under  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  speakers  of  Kalaba-X  mimic  die  total  pronunciation 
without  recognition  of  its  grammatical  structure.  The  lexi¬ 
cal  change  from  "threaded"  to  "traversed"  deletes  a  figure 
speech  which,  to  be  intelligible,  might  have  needed  an  expan¬ 
sion  which  hardly  seemed  warranted — the  progress  of  the 
story  was  not  tied  in  to  this  figure  of  speech  of  needle  and 
thread  (but  see  the  "fish"  figure  in  7). 

(2e)  "Comprised  shortcut  Park  intention  speaker. "  The 
source  purpose  seen  in  "to"  is  transferred  to  a  subject  noun 
"intention,"  with  the  old  subject  "I"  buried  in  "speaker"  which 
functions  in  (2c)  as  modifier.  The  prepositional  phrase 
"through  the  Park"  is  handled  by  "Park"  as  modifier  of  the 
object. 

(3)  "Forced  descent  bicycle  circumstances. "  A  pseudo¬ 
actor,  "circumstances,"  is  added;  perhaps  "crowd"  would 
have  been  better.  The  passive  complex  verb  is  replaced  by 
the  active  one,  and  "to  dismount"  becomes  the  object  "descent" 
(from  the  bicycle).  Perhaps  "Dismounted  speaker  crowd" 
would  have  been  a  better  translation. 
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(4a)  "Lifted  speaker  crowd."  The  two-word  phrase 
"picked  up"  is  replaced  by  a  single  word  for  the  Kalaba-X 
format. 

(4b)  "Released  Marlborough -Gate  speaker  intact  crowd." 
As  an  alternate:  "Constituted  site  release  Marlborough- 
Gate,"  if  "intact"  is  handled  otherwise. 

(5a)  "Continued  succeeded  point  Mall  Journey  resume." 
The  verbs  "succeeded"  and  "resume"  are  modifiers  oi  pred¬ 
icate  and  object,  i.e. ,  "The  resumed  journey  successfully 
continued  to  the  Mall  spot. "  The  verb  "resume"  covers  the 
source  word  "again." 

(5b)  "Clarified  suddenness  understanding  speaker  situa¬ 
tion  surprise."  Three  noun  modif iers- -"suddenness, "  "sur¬ 
prise,"  and  "speaker" — fill  modifier  spots. 

(5c)  "Wait  appearance  Queen  crowd  expect. "  The  object 
is  "appearance,"  with  "Queen"  as  modifier. 

(5d)  "Wait  Duke  Edinburg  crowd. "  Repetitiveness  i  s 
avoided  in  5c-d  by  using  "appearance"  as  explicit  object  only 
in  5c,  with  "Duke"  as  object  in  5d. 

(6)  "Rerouted  previous  traffic  officials."  English  pseudo - 
subject  "there"  must  be  replaced,  and  "officials"  (or  "police") 
obtained  from  context.  "Previous"  modifies  "rerouted, "  not 
"traffic." 

(7a)  "Constituted  analogy  fish  small  speaker. " 

(7b)  "Penetrated  fish  net  traffic  speaker  unimpeded." 
The  fish  analogy  is  preserved,  at  a  cost  of  spelling  it  out  in 
detail.  In  7b,  "fish"  modifies  "penetrated,"  i.e. ,  "to  pene¬ 
trate  like  a  fish."  It  could  have  been  dropped,  to  yield 
(replacing  7a-7b)  something  like  "Penetrated  restraints  traf¬ 
fic  speaker  unimportant, "  or  "Penetrated  restraints  traffic 
vehicle  small." 

(8a)  "Appears  front  space  open  Mall  extends."  The  word 
"extends"  is  merely  a  verb  modifying  "Mall,"  i.e. ,  "the  ex¬ 
tended  Mall  .  .  . it  is  not  a  predicate  in  a  new  formula. 

(8b)  "Invites  ride  Mall." 

(8c)  "Restrain  sides  crowd  lines  police."  The  noun 
"sides"  modifies  "restrain, "  deduced  from  context. 

(9a)  "Tells  speaker  speaker."  Alternate:  "Soliloquized 
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words  following  speaker,"  which  perhaps  more  clearly  states 
that  a  quotation  is  to  follow. 

(9b)  "Represents  probability  negative  opportunity  repeat." 

(9c)  "Gives  negative  consideration  more  rider  story¬ 
teller.  " 

(9d)  "Proceeds  direction  straight  rider." 

(10)  "Cheered  rider  crowd  pleasant. " 

(11)  "Restrain  failure  laughter  own  police." 

(12)  "Tells  story  own  E.  -T.  -Sutherland." 

(13)  "Inhabits  Torrens-Rd.  Brixton  storyteller. " 

(14)  "Published  London  story  The-Evening-News. " 

(15)  "Ripened  Four  July  story  1953." 

This  last  set  (13-15)  is  awkward.  "Brixton"  is  assumed 
to  modify  the  name  of  the  street.  "London"  modifies  "pub¬ 
lished. "  "1953"  is  treated  as  a  unit  modifying  "story,"  and 
"July"  as  modifying  "four." 

In  summary,  various  changes  may  occur  when  one 
translates  from  a  complex  to  a  simple  structure.  Among 
those  illustrated  in  the  above  problem  are  addition  of  fillers 
to  slots  obligatory  to  the  target  language  but  not  to  the 
source  language;  partial  loss  of  some  categorical  distinc¬ 
tions  obligatory  to  the  source  language;  loss  of  parts  of 
speech  or  of  morpheme  classes  present  in  the  source  lan¬ 
guage  but  absent  in  the  target  language;  loss  of  constructions 
based  on  these  classes;  transference  of  load  from  lost 
components  to  target  components,  such  as  when  a  lexical 
item— say  a  particular  noim--in  the  target  language  carries 
the  functional  meaning  of  a  special  particle  in  the  source 
language;  change  of  order  of  words  or  slots;  shortening  of 
complex  sentences  into  multiple  short  target  sentences; 
dropping  figures  of  speech  or  else  making  them  more  ex¬ 
plicit;  replacing  idioms  with  lexical  or  structural  substitutes; 
drawing  on  context  for  interpretive  data  to  fill  blanks 
required  by  formal  structure;  the  mere  sequence  of  the  sen¬ 
tences  may  be  forced  to  carry  implications  of  time, 
sequence,  or  cause,  or  dependence,  or  relatedness,  etc. , 
which  were  in  the  complex  structure  signaled  by  particles  of 
some  type. 
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ARTISTIC  USE  OF  SIMPLE  STRUCTURES 

A  person  unacquainted  with  language  forms  might  con¬ 
clude  that  a  language  with  a  simple  structure  would  lead  to  a 
dreary  style.  This  is  far  from  true.  Every  structure,  in 
the  hands  of  an  artist,  lends  itself  to  beautiful  effects.  A 
sinq}le  structure  may  lead  to  balanced  lines  and  artistic  rep¬ 
etition.  An  occasional  Chinese  verse  might  seem  to  the  un¬ 
initiated  layman  to  be  built  on  a  model  scarcely  more  complex 
than  the  sentence  type  we  have  been  studying  (see  the  Chinese 
verse  in  my  Tone  Languages,  p.  35,  footnote  3). 

Perhaps  the  reader  would  enjoy  seeing  verse  in  the  for¬ 
mat  given.  The  following  verse  utilizes  that  pattern,  with  a 
few  changes;  one  further  sentence  type,  limited  to  a  single 
exclamatory  word,  is  added,  and  some  hyphenated  two- 
morpheme  items  are  treated  as  single  slot-filling  units: 

Enters  bird  big,  man  bewildered. 

Maketh  sound  loud,  bird  silvered. 

Whoosh  I 

Aimeth  sky  top,  bird  up-flying 

Falleth  ground  face,  earth  low-lying. 

Wow! 

Hideth  earth  low,  clouds  heavy. 

Rocketh  gentle  man,  bird  steady. 

Nice! 

Cover  eyes  blue,  eyelids  drooping. 

Covers  sky  blue,  darkness  stooping. 

Sleep! 

Open  eyes  tired,  man  wondering. 

Breaketh  air  night,  storm  thundering. 

Boom! 

Rooketh  bird  poor,  storm  no-cease. 

Reacheth  land  firm,  bird  one-piece. 

Whew! 

— Dorothy  Bamhouse 

For  verse  with  no  changes  other  than  a  comma  to  make 
unambiguous  by  a  pause  ttie  end  of  the  object,  note  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 
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Owns  lamb  little,  Mary. 

Loves  lamb,  Mary  little. 

Loves  Mary  pretty,  lamb. 

Owns  lamb,  Mary  pretty. 

Seems  snow,  fleece  white. 

Equals  snow  white,  fleece. 

Equals  snow,  fleece  soft. 

Seems  fleece  soft,  snow. 

FIRST-STAGE  TRANSLATION 
INTO  A  COMPLEX  STRUCTURE 

Translation  from  a  simple  structure  to  a  complex  one 
may  entail  all  of  the  proLlems  faced  in  translating  English  to 
Kalaba-X,  but  in  reverse.  Instead  of  fewer  parts  of  speech, 
or  distribution  classes,  there  may  be  more;  several  simple 
sentences  may  need  to  be  combined  into  a  large  complex  one; 
the  number  and  function  of  obligatory  slots  may  be  different; 
and  so  on.  In  our  next  illustration  we  shall  translate  from 
Kalaba-X  into  English.  Instead  of  emphasizing  these  same 
problems,  however,  we  shall  use  the  illustration  to  demon¬ 
strate  two  other  points:  (1)  A  sentence-by-sentence  transla¬ 
tion  can  be  made,  meeting  all,  or  almost  all,  of  the 
requirements  already  discussed  for  adequate  translation 
from  structure  to  structure,  but  still  beawlcward,  unpleasant, 
and  completely  unsatisfactory  even  though  accurate.  (2)  Sat¬ 
isfactory  translation  must  take  account  of  units  larger  than 
the  sentence;  it  must  consider  the  story,  or  quotation,  or 
paragraph,  or  document  as  a  whole;  it  must  approximate  a 
choice  of  vocabulary,  choice  of  sentence  type,  and  choice  of 
general  style  of  exposition  which  will  be  appropriate  to  the 
age,  sex,  training,  experience,  cultural  setting,  and  purpose 
of  con4>arable  speakers  or  writers  in  the  targ^et  culture;  it 
must,  in  sum,  have  the  flavor  of  an  original  document  in  the 
target  culture. 

In  order  to  show  these  points  we  will  first  present  a 
short  incident  recorded  in  our  artificial  language  Kalaba-X. 
Interlined  with  it  we  will  give  a  first-stage  translation,  one 
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sentence  at  a  time,  into  the  target  language,  which  is  normal 
English.  Later  we  will  give  a  second-stage  translation  of  the 
incident  as  a  whole,  modified  for  better  style. 

(1)  "Made  resolutions  New- Year  writer." 

(Trans.:  "The  writer  made  some  New  Year's  resolu¬ 
tions.") 

(2)  "Constitutes  writer  speaker. " 

(Trans.:  "The  speaker  is  the  writer.") 

(3)  "Contained  resolution  following  list. " 

(Trans. :  "The  list  contained  the  following  resolution.") 

(4)  "Necessitate  patience  increase  reactions  writer." 
(Trans.:  "The  writer's  reactions  need  increased  pa¬ 
tience.")  . 

(5)  "Apply  need  direction  daughter  patience  require." 
(Trans.:  "The  required  patience  must  be  applied  in  the 

daughter's  direction. ") 

(6)  "Constitutes  daughter  Janet. " 

(Trans. :  "Janet  is  the  daughter. ") 

(7)  "Belongs  writer  daughter. " 

(Trans.:  "The  daughter  belongs  to  the  writer.") 

(8)  "Disregard  obligation  irritation  degreeless  writer." 
(Trans.:  "The  writer  has  an  obligation  to  disregard  ir¬ 
ritation  of  any  degree.") 

(9)  "Necessitates  remembrance  facts  reaction  writer." 
(Trans.:  "The  writer's  reaction  makes  necessary  the 

recollection  of  certain  facts.") 

(10)  "Attained  exclusive  years  fifteen  Janet. " 

(Trans. :  "Janet  is  just  fifteen  years  old. ") 

(11)  "ConsUtutes  currently  adolescent  Janet. " 

(Trans. :  "Janet  is  now  an  adolescent. ") 

(12)  "Exasperates  adults  adolescence." 

(Trans.:  "Adolescence  exasperates  adults.") 

(13)  "Discovered  accident  resolutions  different  writer." 
(Trans. :  "The  writer  accidentally  discovered  some  dif¬ 
ferent  resolutions. ") 

(14)  "Requests  imagination  reader  writer. " 

(Trans. :  "The  writer  requests  imagination  to  be  used  by 
the  reader.") 
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(15)  ’’Affected  feelings  writer  discovery.  ” 

(Trans.:  ’’The  discovery  affected  the  writer’s  feelings.”) 

(16)  ’’Belong  Janet  resolution  New  Year's.  ” 

(Trans. :  ’’The  New  Year's  resolutions  belonged  to  Janet.”) 

(17)  ’’Saw  resolution  first  writer.  ” 

(Trans.:  ’’The  writer  saw  the  first  resolution.”) 

(18)  ’’Stated  words  following  resolution.  ” 

(Trans.:  ”The  resolution  read  as  follows.”) 

(19)  ’’Requires  effort  increased  situation.  ” 

(Trans.:  ”The  situation  requires  increased  effort.”) 

(20)  ’’Obligated  patience  mother  daughter.  ” 

(Trans.:  ”A  daughter  is  obligated  to  have  patience  to¬ 
ward  her  mother.”) 

tf  now  we  read  rapidly  the  interlinear  translation,  it  be¬ 
comes  clear  that  it  does  not  yet  remotely  reach  our  ultimate 
goal  of  an  accurate  translation  which  sounds  like  a  document 
originally  written  in  English. 

SECX)ND-STAGE  TRANSLATION 
INTO  A  COMPLEX  STRUCTURE 

A  second- stage  translation  is  needed  in  which  the  style 
should  be  made  more  normal.  Before  attempting  this  we 
should  note  the  over-all  setting,  and  deduce  something  of  the 
character  of  the  writers  so  as  to  get  a  clue  to  the  kinds  of 
styles  people  of  a  comparable  type  would  use  in  English.  The 
author  is  a  woman  sophisticated  enough  to  keep  a  diary,  old 
enough- -and  young  enough— to  have  a  fifteen-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter,  alert,  resilient,  able  to  recognize  and  appreciate  a 
subtle  joke  on  herself,  and  sufficiently  articulate  to  write  up 
the  incident  to  share  the  pleasure  with  others.  The  daughter 
is  adolescent,  but  sophisticated  in  sensing  that  responsibili¬ 
ties  must  be  shared. 

Since  Kalaba-X  and  English  differ  so  greatly,  there  is  a 
corresponding  great  difference  in  possible  translations  from 
the  one  to  the  other.  The  following  attempt  is  only  one  of 
many  possible  translations:  ' 

^1-3)  "I  made  some  New  Year's  resolutions,  with  this 
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one  among  them."  Note  that  the  sentences  are  combined, 
the  incident  told  in  the  first  person,  the  more  informal  "this 
one"  replacing  "the  following. " 

(5>7)  "I  must  be  more  patient  with  my  daughter  Janet." 
The  phrase  "my  daughter  Janet"  covers  6-7,  while  5  is  made 
more  idiomatic  and  informal. 

(8-12)  "Regardless  of  the  degree  to  which  she  becomes 
irritating,  my  reaction  to  ter  must  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
she  is  Just  fifteen,  a  mere  adolescent,  and  that  this  age  is 
always  exasperating  to  otter  people. " 

(13-18)  "But  Just  imagine  how  I  felt  when  by  accident  I 
ran  across  Janet's  New  Year's  resolutions  and  saw  that  the 
first  one  read: 

(19-20)  "A  daughter  should  be  patient  with  her  mother;  I 
must  try  harder  with  mine. " 

Many  problems  can  be  demonstrated  by  these  tech¬ 
niques,  which  time  does  not  allow  in  this  lecture.  Once  the 
student  has  learned  to  adapt  his  final  draft  to  a  desired  style 
it  may  be  necessary  to  give  some  illustrations  of  instances  in 
which  the  translator  has  taken  too  great  liberty  with  the  text, 
in  adding  speculative  material  not  Justified  the  context,  or 
by  changing  content  as  such  rather  than  the  formal  matters 
of  the  structural  grid. 

One  of  the  best  exercises  to  teach  balance  in  this  regard 
is  to  have  one  group  of  students  translate  from  English  into 
Kalaba-X,  and  a  second  group  of  students  translate  back  into 
English  without  having  seen  the  original.  When  the  two  Eng¬ 
lish  versions  diverge  sharply  on  nonformal  matters,  or  in 
emotional  over -tones,  or  in  style,  the  two  translations  should 
be  checked  to  see  if  one  or  the  other  was  inadequate,  or 
whether  the  cultural  setting  was  too  obscure  to  the  style 
clues  needed. 

Inline  with  this  suggestion,  we  now  give  the  original 
frbm  which  the  Kalaba-X  story  about  Janet  was  taken.  The 
reader  may  wish  to  modify  one  of  the  translations  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  these  principles: 

On  my  list  of  New  Year's  resolutions  was:  "Be  more 

patient  with  my  daughter  Janet.  No  matter  how  irritating 
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she  is,  remember  that,  after  all,  she  is  only  15,  and  is 
going  through  the  exasperating  period  of  adolescence.'* 
Imagine  then  my  feeling  when,  quite  by  accident,  I 
came  across  Janet's  New  Year's  resolutions  and  saw  at 
the  head  of  her  list:  "Try  and  be  more  patient  with 
Mother. " 

Contributed  by  Mrs.  C.  R.  Knowles,  The  Reader's 
Digest,  Jan.  1952,  p.  79. 

ON  CULTURAL  TRANSLATION 

If  we  turn  from  the  discussion  of  language  to  problems 
of  Christian  faith  and  life,  how  can  those  translation  ejqperi- 
ences  serve  to  illuminate  them? 

The  problem  of  bringing  Christianity  into  a  culture  alien 
to  the  culture  within  which  Christianity  was  developed  can  be 
viewed,  in  part,  as  one  of  translation.  Each  culture  has  its 
own  emic  structure  of  customs,  its  own  grid,  its  own  behav¬ 
ior  pattern,  as  we  indicated  in  the  earlier  lectures.  Chris¬ 
tianity  may  be  viewed  as  a  message  to  be  translated  into  the 
new  pattern. 

Just  as  a  word-for-word  translation  following  the  word 
order  of  the  source  language  leads  to  an  incomprehensible 
utterance,  so  an  attempt  to  lead  tribal  gproups  of  the  Amazon 
headwaters,  for  example,  to  follow  each  detail  of  life  of 
Christians  within  the  United  States  would  be  impossible  be¬ 
cause  of  technological  differences.  We  obtain  our  fish  from 
a  supermarket  cooler,  while  they  obtain  theirs  from  the  riv¬ 
ers  by  bow  and  arrow. 

These  mechanical  limitations,  however,  are  quite  super¬ 
ficial.  Much  more  subtle,  and  often  existing  without  the 
"westerner"  being  aware  of  it,  are  delicate  rules  of  etiquette, 
intricate  social  obligations,  deep-seated  moral  codes. 
Christianity  insists  on  kindness  as  a  character  trait  which 
must  be  translated  into  a  culture  at  points  where  it  may  be 
lacking.  But  kindness  working  throu^  the  golden  rule  must 
be  interpreted  not  as  a  bookkeeping  transaction  by  which  ev¬ 
ery  bit  of  activity  which  I  myself  value  as  kindly  within  my 
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culture  is  transferred  to  the  tribal  folks  under  the  assun^ytion 
that  it  will  be  equally  evaluated  as  an  act  of  kindness  within 
their  culture.  Rather  the  principle  of  doing  to  others  as  one 
wishes  done  to  oneself  must  be  interpreted  relative  to  this 
translation  process- -kindnesses  should  be  performed  with 
their  cultural  grid  in  view,  not  Just  our  own. 

At  this  point  the  effective  missionary  can  only  be  one  who 
is  sensitive  to  the  cultural  view — the  emic  grid — cf  others. 
The  trainee  who  wishes  to  be  kind  within  a  foreign  culture 
can  well  afford  to  learn  many  things  from  the  anthropolo¬ 
gists — whether  or  not  they  grant  our  Christian  assumptions. 
They  can  tell  us  something  of  the  nature  of  such  cultures, 
knowledge  which  should  serve  as  background  to  understand 
the  cultural  structures  into  which  Christian  kindness  must  be 
translated. 

There  is  danger  of  error  in  understanding  any  problem 
if  an  analogy  is  carried  too  far.  In  this,  the  translation 
model  for  Chr istiauity  is  no  exception.  In  the  language  trans¬ 
lation,  for  example,  we  carefully  refrain  from  modif3ring  the 
target  grid;  only  the  vocabulary  is  expanded,  without  the 
Cprammar  structure  being  tampered  with.  When  Christianity 
effectively  enters  a  tribe,  however,  many  customs  will  be 
modified,  added,  or  lost— analogous  to  vocabulary  change, 
perhaps — but,  in  addition,  the  basic  structural  framework  is 
modified  as  the  value  system  underlying  it  is  necessarily 
affected.  Thus  some  acts  which  would  appear  to  the  tribe  as 
acts  of  kindness  may  nevertheless  have  to  be  omitted  because 
they  are  in  conflict  with  some  moral  principle— or  of  needs  of 
self-preservation.  Christianity  cannot  countenance  infant 
killing  even  when  the  tribal  beliefs  would  indicate  that  it  is 
necessary  to  preserve  the  tribe  from  some  calamity,  nor  can 
the  physician  apply  a  harmful  poultice  even  though  prescribed 
local  custom.  Even  in  such  circumstances,  however,  the 
translator  of  Christian  and  of  hygienic  values  should  be  sjrm- 
pathetic  in  understanding  the  structure  he  is  attempting  to 
modify,  and  try  to  lead  the  tribe  to  make  the  modifications 
itself,  through  its  own  mechanisms  of  cultural  change. 

For  this  kind  of  result  the  written  Scriptures  in  the  ver- 
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nacular  are  important.  The  tribesmen,  in  reading  them,  see 
principles  working  out  in  one  culture,  as  if  they  were  read¬ 
ing  a  message  in  a  foreign  language.  Stimulated  by  this  mes¬ 
sage,  they  themselves  may  succeed  in  translating  it  freely, 
i.e.,  in  applying  the  principle.  The  foreigner  often  finds  it 
more  difficult  to  do,  since  without  the  Scriptures  available  in 
the  tribal  tongue  he  must  select  from  the  Scriptures  the  par¬ 
ticular  bits  and  emphases  which  seem  relevant  to  him.  To 
the  extent  that  he  fails  to  understand  the  tribal  culture, 
however,  he  may  overlook  materials  in  the  Scripture  which 
would  be  appropriate.  The  tribesman,  going  to  the  documents 
directly,  is  likely  to  gain  direct  benefits  for  specific  prob¬ 
lems  where  the  foreigner  fails  to  see  the  relevance  of  the 
selection  and  sees  the  problem  itself  distorted  through  his 
own  cultural  grid.  The  flower  knows  what  vitamins  it  needs 
to  draw  from  the  soil  better  than  the  farmer  does.  The 
Scriptures  are  the  fertile  soil  rather  than  an  artificial  fertil¬ 
izer  which  may  lack  essential  trace  elements. 

One  further  caution  is  necessary.  The  evangelical  does 
not  view  the  Christianizing  task  as  merely  a  cultural  trsihs- 
lation.  He  sees  it  in  part  as  a  cultural  task  plus  an  infusion 
of  supernatural  power  in  the  individual  life.  A  variety  of 
Christianity  which  attempts  the  cultural  phases  of  the  task 
without  reliance  i4>on  the  power  emanating  from  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  and  resurrection  of  Christ  as  trustworthy  historical 
events  would  impress  the  evangelical  as  failing  to  provide 
the  tribes  people  with  the  source  of  supernatural  power  which 
not  only  leads  to  present  cultural  values,  such  as  kindness, 
but  also  gives  eternal  life. 
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This  volume  is  a  source  book  of 
Presbyterian  history  and  abounds 
in  the  "stuff'  of  which  historical 
narratives  are  made.  No  wei^ty, 
musty  tome,  it  rather  abounds  in 
interest  and  life.  The  collaborat¬ 
ing  authors  have  brought  before  the 
mind's  eye  the  flesh  and  bones  of 
the  churdi's  history  by  means  of 
diary  excerpts,  sermcm selections. 
Assembly  opinions,  theological 
definitions  and  differences,  and 
private  and  public  announcements. 

The  editors  introduce  each  il¬ 
lustrative  document  with  sufficient 
description  and  strikingly  little 
opinionated  editorial  comment. 
The  choice  of  representative  docu¬ 
ments  is  both  interesting  and  good. 
The  historically  minded  and 
thoughtful  lay  or  schooled  reader 
will  find  here  the  high-water 
marks  of  sound  and  conservative 
systematic  theology  along  with 
controversial  liberalism  and  re¬ 
action.  The  clear  and  lofty  spirit 
of  Biblicism  of  Hodge,  A.  T. 
Pierscm  and  Warfield,  as  captured 
in  these  documents,  finds  faint 
echo  in  the  documents  of  nx>re  re¬ 
cent  decades.  These  rather  re¬ 
mind  one  of  a  turbulence  created 


by  the  unprecedented  speed  of 
events  of  a  war  and  postwar  world. 

Production  of  this  type  of  a 
volume  calls  for  careful  weighing 
and  evaluation  of  the  contribution 
as  well  as  significance  of  each 
docwnent  selected  as  expressing 
the  "mind"  of  a  given  period.  The 
authors  have  excellently  succeeded. 

R.  A.  Renfer 

REDISCOVERING  THE  WORDS  OF 
FAITH.  By  Charles  T.  Sarde- 
son.  Abingdon  Press,  New 
York,  1956.  124  pp.  $2.00. 

The  basic  words  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  are  examined  in  this 
book  and  rewritten  in  terms  of 
neo-orthodoxy  by  the  author  who  is 
pastor  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

One  of  the  significant  dangers 
of  neo-orthodoxy,  whether  it  be 
that  of  Barth,  Brunner  or  Aulen, 
is  that  objective  Christian  truth  is 
rewritten  in  the  terms  of  subjective 
experience.  The  form  of  doctrine 
is  retained  but  the  content  becomes 
whatever  the  participant  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  eiqperience  has  experienced. 
Thus  in  such  a  bo(A  as  this  the 
presentation  of  key  doctrines  which 
are  vitally  related  to  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  believer  is  often  excel¬ 
lent  and  stimulating.  It  is  so  in 
this  author's  presentation  of  the 
life  of  grace  which  is  the  finest 
chapter  in  this  book. 
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Hla  coaoept  of  revelation  ia 
typically  neo-ortiiodox,  judgment 
ia  a  conatantly  recurring  ciiaia 
experience  of  thia  life,  and  the 
atonement  ia  God  becoming  reocm- 
ciled  to  tile  ainner,  not  the  ainner 
becoming  reconciled  to  God  aa  the 
Bible  preaenta  it.  The  book  ia  alao 
marked  by  aeveral  evidencea  of 
the  author'a  Lutheran  badiground 
auch  aa  hia  deacr4>tioii  ot  tiie  aac- 
ramenta  and  hia  preaentation  of 
the  church  being  conatituted  by  the 
aacramenta. 

Dr.  Sardeaon'a  reconatruction 
of  the  baaic  beliefa  of  Chriatianity 
will  not  be  found  aatiafactory  by 
Bible  believera. 

J.  F.  Rand 

THE  ART  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIVING. 

By  Lealie  Parrott.  Zcmdervan 

Publiahing  Houae,  Grand  Rap- 

ida,  1955.  120  pp.  $2.00. 

Here  ia  a  book  of  practical  aug> 
geationa  about  living  the  Chriatian 
life.  The  author,  a  Nazarene  paa* 
tor,  found  it  difficult  to  aecure 
helpful,  down-to-earth  bookaonthe 
problema  of  hiqipy  Chriatian  living. 
Thia  ia  hia  attempt  to  aupply  the 
need. 

To  a  large  extent,  he  haa  auc- 
ceeded.  Hia  aim  waa  to  deal  with 
apecific  problema,  uot  generali- 
tiea;  uae  the  Bible  aa  a  aource 
book  and  atay  away  from  "paeudo- 
Chriatian  paychology,"  and  make 
aimple,  understandable  suggea- 
tiona. 

A  glance  at  some  oi  the  chapter 
headings  will  give  evidence  of  Its 
scope:  road  blocks  to  happiness, 
six  rules  for  happy  living,  your 
tongue  can  be  your  worst  enemy. 


being  confident  of  God's  will,  how 
to  hold  a  job  without  a  rope,  and 
discourafement  and  what  to  do 
about  it. 

Only  one  criticism  may  be  of¬ 
fered.  The  author  has  attempted 
to  cover  too  much  in  too  little 
space.  Often  he  haa  room  only  to 
mention  a  suggeation  and  then  pass 
on  to  tiM  next.  An  example  is  one 
chapter  of  seven  pages  where  he 
offers  fourteen  observations  <» 
tenq>tation.  It  would  have  been 
wiser  perhaps  to  enlarge  the  book 
and  give  more  adequate  treatment 
to  each  suggestion. 

Nevertheless,  here  is  a  book 
which  fulfills  its  purpose  and  meets 
a  need. 

J.  F.  Rand 

THE  CHURCH  IN  SOUTHEAST 
ASIA.  By  Winburn  T.  Thomas 
andRajahB.  Manikam.  Friend¬ 
ship  Press,  New  York,  1956. 
171  $2.50  ($1.25  paper). 

The  reader  who  wishes  to  know 
what  missions  are  doing  in  that 
vast  area  known  aa  Southeast  Asia 
will  do  well  to  turn  to  this  book 
for  it  covers  within  brief  con^xiss 
the  past  and  the  present  of  the 
church  in  Southeast  Asia. 

The  two  authors,  one  a  veteran 
American  missionary  and  the  other 
a  product  of  the  Indian  national 
church,  describe  in  brief  chapters 
the  history  of  the  church,  the  work 
which  is  being  done  and  the  prob¬ 
lems  which  need  solution  for  each 
of  tile  lands  which  comprise  that 
vast  expanse.  The  Philippines, 
Malaya,  Burma,  Thailand,  Indo¬ 
nesia,  Indo-China  and  the  South 
Sea  islands  come  successively  un- 
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der  their  survey  after  preliminary 
chapters  which  treat  the  area  as  a 
whole. 

The  account  is  factual,  well- 
written  and  easily  read.  The  au¬ 
thors  maintain  a  strict  objectivity 
and  document  Independent  evangel¬ 
ical  works  on  an  equal  basis  wltii 
denominational  works.  Althouc^ 
both  Thomas  and  Manikam  have 
been  staff  men  in  ecumenical  or¬ 
ganizations,  they  do  not  seem  to 
have  a  bias  against  works  outside 
the  ecumenical  fold. 

Their  case  for  ecumenical 
Christianity  is  simple.  Christians 
in  foreign  lands  carry  denomina¬ 
tional  labels  in  many  instances 
cnly  because  western  missionaries 
wearing  those  labels  have  been  the 
ones  to  reach  them  with  Christ. 
Such  labels  are  often  a  hindrance 
in  reaching  the  unchurched.  While 
their  solution  is  ecumenical  Chrls- 
ticnity,  it  mii^tbe  well  to  point 
out  here  that  independent  'Yalth" 
missions  have  been  winning  the 
world  to  Christ  rather  than  to 
sectarian  labels  for  years. 

This  volume  will  constitute  a 
valuable  reference  work  for  the 
pastor  and  the  lay  missionary 
leader  for  a  number  of  years  to 
come. 

J.  F.  Rand 

CTRILOF  JERUSALEM  AND 
NEMESIUS  OF  EMBSA.  Edited 
by  William  Taylor.  The  West¬ 
minster  Press,  Philadelphia, 
466  pp.  $5.00. 

Here  are  the  influential  writings 
of  two  Eastern  ohurohmsn  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  fourth  century 
A.  D.  The  \rolume  is  the  fourtti  ini' 


The  Library  of  Christian  Classics. 

The  book  is  oonq>rised  of  sub¬ 
stantial  selections  from  twelve  of 
the  eighteen  "Catechetical  Lec¬ 
tures"  of  C]rrll,  Bishop  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  a  letter  from  Cyril  addressed 
to  the  Emperor  Constantlus,  and  a 
lengthy  treatise  of  Nemesius,  "A 
Treatise  on  the  Nature  of  Man." 
The  translation  is  from  die  Gre^ 
text  and  is  said  to  be  the  only 
translatlmi  in  more  than  three  hun¬ 
dred  years.  The  previous  trans¬ 
lation  was  from  the  Latin  text.  .  A 
general  historical  introduction  is 
given  by  the  author  which  leads 
to  the  documents  published. 

The  book  is  of  value  both  his¬ 
torically  and  dkeologically,  and  is 
a  volume  to  be  studied  rattier  ttian 
to  be  lightly  read.  The  documents 
are  accompanied  by  copious  foot¬ 
notes,  which  are  explanatory.  In 
the  Judgment  of  the  reviewer,  this 
bo<^  should  be  a  library  volume 
for  the  historian  and  ttie  theologian. 

C.  A.  Nash 

EARLY  LATIN  THEOLOGY.  8.  L. 

Greenslads,  editor.  The  West¬ 
minster  Press,  1956.  415  pp. 

$5.00. 

This  is  volume  five  of  The  Li¬ 
brary  of  Christian  Classics.  Here 
are  presented  selsotioos  from  tiw 
writings  of  four  early  Latin  theolo¬ 
gians:  Tertullian,  Cyprian,  Am¬ 
brose,  and  Jsroms.  "The  material 
haa  been  chosen  to  illustrate  Lathi 
thought  on  the  lifeof  the  Chntek  as 
well  aa  its  nature  and  ooaatttutlon.'* 
A  general  Introduction  is  given  to 
the  worth  of  each  theologian  and  an 
Introduction  to  each  ci  the  indtvld- 
ual  writings  in  order  to  amhi  dear 
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the  situation  in  which  they  ap¬ 
peared. 

Along  with  the  other  volumes  of 
the  series,  twenty-six  in  all,  it 
constitutes  a  most  valuable  history 
(A  theological  development  f  r  o  m 
the  early  church  to  the  English 
Reformers.  The  volumes  pub¬ 
lished  are  beautifully  bound  and 
will  add  much  to  the  utility  of  the 
library  of  die  minister  in  pastoral 
work  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  his¬ 
torian  and  theologian. 

C.  A.  Nash 

GREAT  NEGLECTED  BIBLE 
PROPHECIES.  By  Merrill  F. 
Unger.  Scripture  Press,  Chi¬ 
cago,  1956.  167  pp.  $2.50. 

Many  Bible  pz^hecies  are  neg¬ 
lected  because  they  are  misunder¬ 
stood  and  misunderstood  because 
they  are  neglected.  In  this  current 
volume  from  die  pen  of  a  promi¬ 
nent  contemporary  author  we  are 
given  a  careful  and  tborouf^  study 
of  four  major  areas  of  the  prophetic 
Scrhitures,  three  dealing  with 
God's  program  for  Israel  and  one 
with  His  prograni  for  the  church. 

The  author  writes  first  of  the 
prophecy  in  Ezekiel  37,  interpret¬ 
ing  itasavisionof  Israel's  national 
restoration  and  the  millennial  glory 
to  follow.  Next  he  develops  the 
difficult  prophecy  in  Ezekiel  40-48, 
giving  the  details  of  the  millennial 
temple  as  outlined  by  the  prophet, 
and  defends  die  literal-future  view 
of  its  restoration.  The  final  diap* 
ter  deals  with  the  certainty  <A 
Israel's  national  restoratioa  and 
salvation  according  to  Romans  11. 
In  view  of  current  interest  in  the 
nation  Israel,  .these  otsqpters  should 


be  widely  read.  The  remaining 
chapter  deals  with  the  Judgment 
seat  of  Christ  and  the  question  of 
the  believer's  reward. 

This  volume  sets  forth  a  clear 
and  conqirehensive  literal  inter¬ 
pretation  of  these  neglected  and 
consequently  misunderstood  proph¬ 
ecies,  and  one  interested  in  the 
relation  of  current  events  to  God's 
program  will  find  here  a  most 
helpful  exposition  of  the  Scriptures 
considered. 

J.  D.  Pentecost 

CHRISTIAN  LOVE  IN  EVERYDAY 
LIVING.  By  Owen  Hutchison. 
The  Westminster  Press,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  1955.  94  pp.  $2.00. 

This  is  not  an  attempt  to  give 
an  exhaustive  study  of  the  Apostle 
Paul's  classical  chapter  on  this 
subject,  but  the  author  states: 
"What  we  try  to  do  here  is  to  place 
into  the  reader's  hands  a  kind  of 
handbook  which  we  hope  will  assist 
him  in  putting  the  new  discovery  of 
love  to  practical  use  in  his  every¬ 
day  life."  His  discussion  of  the 
Greek  word  agapg  Is  not  pedantic 
nor  trite  but  very  practical.  His 
chapter  outlines  are  sin^de  and 
his  illustrations  are  iqitly  chosen. 
It  is  a  refreshing  book  and  should 
be  in  every  Christian's  library. 

B.  B.  Siegel 

JAPAN  AT  THE  MIDCENTURY: 
LEAVES  FROM  LIFE.  By 
William  Axllne.  American 
Bqitist  Fmreign  Missionary 
Society,  New  York,  1955.  291 
pp.  $2.50. 

The  author  has  been  a  mission- 
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ary  to  J^)an  for  more  than  half  a 
century  and  thus  he  writes  this 
history  of  Japan  with  augmented 
and  realistic  force.  Retraces 
the  history  cf  Japan  from  an  agra¬ 
rian  nation  dirough  feudalism  and 
emperor  worship  to  the  present 
day  of  uncertainty  and  expansion. 
The  United  Church  of  Japan  is 
playing  a  prominent  part  in  the 
development  of  the  new  Japan. 
Wuring  the  war  the  United  Church 
played  a  imique  God -given  role 
holding  the  Protestant  Community 
together  enabling  it  to  weather  the 
storm  and  win  dirough.  In  post 
war  J^pan  she  is  rendering  an  un¬ 
surpassed  service  to  the  nation  at 
large  holding  hi{^  the  torch  of 
Christ  for  unnumbered  hundreds  of 
thousands  on  an  eager  quest  for  a 
new  way  of  life.  Only  a  Protes¬ 
tantism  that  is  one  in  Christ  and 
has  recaptured  the  crusading  spir¬ 
it  of  its  Lord  can  give  the  clear 
lead  Japan  needs  as  she  stands  at 
the  cross-roads  of  the  yesterday 
and  the  tomorrow  of  her  history 
as  a  nation."  The  study  of  this 
book  should  be  very  profitable  and 
enlightening. 

B.  B.  Siegel 

ON  THE  MISSION  FIELD:  THE 

INDIGENOUS  CHURCH.  By 

Melvin  L.  Hodges.  Moody 

Press,  Chicago,  1953.  128  pp. 

$.35. 

This  is  another  volume  of  The 
Moody  Colportage  Library  on 
Missions.  Hodges  states  In  the 
prMaoe:  "As  a  texttxwk  for  the 
study  of  missionary  methods  by 
proq>eotive  missionaries,  as  a 
guide  to  the  first-term  missionary. 


and  as  a  reference  book  for  the 
more  experienced  worker,  we  send 
forth  this  volume  with  the  prayer 
that  it  shall  make  some  contribution 
to  the  ministry  of  our  missionary 
co-laborers  engaged  in  the  glorious 
task  of  building  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  the  world  around. "  This 
book  is  recommended  for  study  by 
all  missionaries  and  candidates  for 
the  mission  field,  ft  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  volume  for  missionary  study 
grotq>s. 

B.  B.  Siegel 

THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  EPHE¬ 
SIANS.  By  Joseph  Parker. 

Baker  Book  House,  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  1956.  272  pp.  $2.75. 

One  of  the  volumes  of  the  Baker 
Reprint  Library,  this  book  is  a 
choice  devotional  commentary  on 
the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians.  The 
author  is  better  known  as  an  elo¬ 
quent  preacher  of  the  last  century 
(Congregationalist— England).  His 
other  writings  Include  the  27- 
volume  work.  The  Peoi)le*s  Bible. 

This  book  Is  for  the  most  part 
a  verse-by-verse  commentary 
No  attempt  is  made  to  present  ttw 
argument  or  structure  of  the  letter. 
In  colorful  but  elevated  language, 
Parker  la]rs  bare  thepraetioal  Im- 
plioatioas  cf  Paul's  words,  tottis 
edtfioation  and  often  to  the  amnse- 
ment  of  his  readers.  While  not 
suffideat,  ttierefore,  to  provide  a 
thorough  understanding  of  ttw 
meaning  of  this  significant 
epistle,  this  book  will  none- 
Hwless  Impart  blessing  and 
inspiration  to  the  believ¬ 
er's  heart. 


D.  K.  CanpbeU 
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THE  STORY  OF  THE  PRESBYTE- 
TIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A. 
By  Benjamin  J.  Lake.  The 
Westminster  Press,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  1955.  126  pp.  $1.00. 

This  paper-bound  volume  is  a 
simple  introductory  treatment  of 
the  denomination's  history  for  one 
taking  his  first  steps  in  the  field. 
It  begins  widi  the  first  presbytery, 
established  in  1706,  whichls hardly 
recognizable  as  the  progenitor  of 
its  many  great  grandchildren.  Yet 
present  in  the  earliest  decades  were 
unmistakable  Presbyterian  princi¬ 
ples  of  government  and  statements 
of  Biblical  belief  as  well  as  dissen¬ 
sion  and  conflict. 

In  this  brief  panorama  the  au¬ 
thor  portrays  the  clear  streams  of 
high  standards  of  Biblical  educa¬ 
tion,  the  mountains  of  evangelistic 
fervor,  the  valleys  of  controversy, 
and  the  clouds  of  unbelief.  He  well 
chooses  to  suggest  how  points  of 
contention  and  "heresy"  of  one  gen¬ 
eration  became  accepted  seminary 
teaching  of  a  later  generation.  He 
fails  to  specify,  however.  Just 
which  "issues  that  had  been  sup¬ 
posed  to  exist  were  not  issues  at 
all"  (p.  83).  Perhaps  in  no  other 
denomination  were  the  controver¬ 
sial  issues  which  characterized 
the  transitional  decades  of  the  turn 
of  the  century  more  clearly  defined 
and  vehemently  fought  for  than  In 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

R.  A.  Renfer 


COOPERATION  WITHOUT  COM¬ 
PROMISE.  By  James  De  Forest 
March.  Eerdmans,  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  1956.  220  pp.  $3.50. 


The  title  of  this  volume  is  both 
the  statement  of  the  ideal  and  the 
"Formula  for  Action"  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals. 
The  book  sets  forth  factually  and 
quite  fully  the  history  of  the  N.  A.  E . 
since  its  inception  in  April,  1942. 
The  three  initial  chiq>ters  deal  with 
the  ecclesiastical  movements  and 
theology  of  the  American  scene 
which  accented  the  need  for  the 
N.  A.  E.  The  reader  is  led  swiftly 
throii^  "the  Great  Apostasy"  and 
the  drift  from  the  moorings  of  his¬ 
toric  Christianity  as  represented 
in  die  denominations.  He  is  briefly 
introduced  to  the  various  levels  and 
foci  oi  conflict,  including  the  rise 
of  the  "ecumenical"  idea  with  its 
almost  Procrustean  integration 
advocacy. 

Readers  of  United  Evangelical 
Action,  the  magazine  ably  edited 
by  the  author  of  this  volume,  are 
familiar  with  the  bulk  of  the  re¬ 
maining  chapters  which,  however, 
are  re-enforced  by  excellent  cor¬ 
roborative  and  well  documented 
source  material.  Chiqiters  four 
and  five  review  the  formative  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  Association.  Major 
areas  of  vital  co-operation  are 
treated,  such  as  broadcasting,  va¬ 
rious  levels  of  education,  Sunday 
School,  evangelism,  human  wel¬ 
fare,  home  and  foreign  missions. 

The  volume  reflects  the  fact  that 
while  the  scholarly  Evangelical 
Theological  Society  has  been  spon¬ 
sored,  little  progress  has  actually 
been  made  relative  to  oo-(^rative 
aspects  or  collaboration  on  the 
seminary  level.  Footnotes  pre¬ 
serve  for  the  reader  many  inter¬ 
esting  rosters  at  early  and  later 
particlpanta.  The  signatures  of  the 
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founder  and  first  president  of  Dal¬ 
las  Seminary,  and  former  editor 
of  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Lewis  Sper¬ 
ry  Chafer,,  and  H.  A.  Ironside  are 
appended  to  the  official  caU  for 
the  constituting  convention  cf  the 
National  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cals.  Other  lists  of  more  than 
passing  interest  might  have  includ¬ 
ed  dates  on  which  various  elements 
became  associated  with  the  various 
N.  A.  E.  functional  subdivisions  (cf . 
pp.  104,  176,  203). 

Tbe  volume  brings  together  and 
ig)  to  date  many  major  strands  in 
the  cord  of  American  evangelical¬ 
ism.  It  is  a  volume  essential  for 
historical  awareness  and  investi¬ 
gative  reference. 

R.  A.  Renfer 

THEGODOFOUR  FAITH.  By 

Harris  Franklin  Rail.  Abingdon 

Press,  New  York,  1955.  158 

pp.  $2.75. 

The  author,  who  is  professor 
emeritus  of  theology  at  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute  and  author  of 
many  books,  presents  in  sing>le 
and  understandable  form  modem 
liberal  theology  from  the  viewpoint 
of  the  Methodist  Churtdi.  His  dis¬ 
cussion  of  authoritarian  theology, 
enq)irioal  theology,  and  philosoph¬ 
ical  theology  would  indicate  that 
the  final  authority  is  that  of  human 
Judgment  rather  than  dw  state¬ 
ments  of  Scripture  or  ot  the  church. 
He  holds  that  current  historical- 
critical  stu4y  has  made  impossible 
belief  in  an  infallible  Bible.  His 
doctrine  of  God  inclndea  the  con¬ 
cepts  that  God  is  good,  personal, 
transcendent,  rlgtateoos,  and  im¬ 
manent.  Jesus  Christ  is  gsnuinsly 


human,  bom  of  human  parents,  di¬ 
vine  in  the  sense  of  having  a  unity 
of  spirit  with  God.  The  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  e]g>ressed  is  modal. 
This  volume,  though  quite  unac¬ 
ceptable  in  its  theological  point  of 
view  to  evangelical  conservatives, 
is  valuable  as  a  c<mcise,  simple, 
and  easily  understood  statement  of 
modem  liberal  theology  written  by 
a  recognised  scholar  who  has  the 
cigMicity  of  expressing  his  thou^its 
lucidly. 

J.  F.  Walvoord 

THE  THEOLOGY  OF  THE  SACRA¬ 
MENTS.  By  Donald  M.  Baillie. 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  New 

York,  1957.  158  pp.  $3.00. 

Published  posthumously,  this 
volume  gathers  the  previously  un- 
puUished  lectures  on  the  ttwology 
of  the  sacraments  delivered  at  the 
Presb]rterian  Theologioal  Seminary 
in  San  Ansel  mo,  California,  in 
1952,  two  odier  papers  on  the  free¬ 
dom  of  die  will  and  on  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  a 
biography  written  by  John  Baillie, 
brother  of  the  author,  who  also 
serves  as  editor.  The  priiie4>al 
value  of  the  book  is  its  presentation 
of  die  theology  of  the  sacrameots, 
embodjrlng  a  thou^tful  and  schol¬ 
arly  review  of  diis  subject  by  dw 
author  who  until  his  death  In  1964 
held  die  chair  of  systematic  theol¬ 
ogy  at  the  University  of  St.  An¬ 
drew's  in  Sootland.  His  presenta- 
tiondsfends  the  usual  Presbytsrian 
ooncepts  Includiag  sprlnkl^  as  a 
mode,  infant  InqiUsm,  and  tte  real 
presence  of  Christ  in  theelemenits. 
While  many  readers  will  disagree 
with  the  anthor's  oonvletioos,  the 
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material  is  nonetheless  presented 
in  such  a  thoughtful,  reverent,  and 
scholarly  way  that  one's  concept 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  baptism 
is  enriched. 

J.  F.  Walvoord 

VOICES  FROM  HEAVEN  AND 
HELL.  By  J.  MarceUus  Kik. 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Pidilishing  Coiqpany,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  1956.  192  pp.  $2.50. 

Here  is  a  radier  unique  way  of 
presenting  the  lives  of  some  of  the 
famous  New  Testament  characters 
with  emphasis  on  the  evangelistic 
message  their  eventual  destinies 
point  out. 

The  associate  editor  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  Today  prepared  these  mes¬ 
sages  while  serving  in  pastorates 
in  Canada  and  this  country  and 
found  ttiem  quite  effective  not  only 
with  his  own  congregatimis  but  in 
evangelistic  campaigns  as  well. 
The  style  is  a  monologue  allowing 
the  Biblical  character  to  tell  his 
own  story  and  dm  reason  why  he  is 
a  resident  of  heaven  or  hell. 

For  the  most  part  these  mes¬ 
sages  are  faithful  to  the  Biblical 
text.  However,  die  audior  does 
yield  ooossionally  to  die  danger  of 
this  type  ci  message  by  allowing 
his  biographee  to  present  details 
in  his  story  which  are  questfonable 
from  die  facts  of  Scripture.  For 
example,  he  suggests  diat  one  of 
die  men  who  met  Christ  on  the 
road  to  Emmaus  was  Luke,  Paul's 
later  companion  and  phjrsioian.  He 
also  has  Paul  persecuting  Chris¬ 
tians  before  the  death  of  Stqihen 
which  does  not  seem  to  be  borne 
out  by  the  Biblical  narrative. 


Occasionally  the  author's  post- 
millennialism  colors  some  of  the 
narratives,  but  this  does  not  harm 
the  usefulness  of  this  work.  Cer¬ 
tainly  here  is  one  style  of  preach¬ 
ing  which  has  not  been  overdone. 
This  book  will  be  quite  suggestive 
in  broadening  the  style  of  preach¬ 
ers  who  acquire  it  for  their 
libraries. 

J.  F.  Rand 

THE  GOSPEL  AND  ITS  MINISTRY. 
By  Sir  Robert  Anderson.  Kre- 
gel  Pililications,  Grand  Riqiids, 
1955.  213  pp.  $2.50. 

Here  is  a  classic  of  evangelical 
truth  which  well  deserves  being  re¬ 
printed  to  make  it  available  to  to¬ 
day's  generation  of  Blble-believing 
Christians. 

Both  the  pastor  and  the  serious 
minded  layman  will  profit  from  a 
careful  perusal  of  these  pages  as 
the  author  reviews  carefully  and 
thorou^y  die  various  facets  of 
Bible  truth  concerning  salvation. 
The  title  is  a  trifle  'sleading  for 
it  refers  not  to  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  but  to  the  ministry  of  the 
goqiel  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

Too  much  attenticm  cannot  be 
paid  to  dw  precious  doctrines  dis¬ 
cussed  in  these  pages  by  a  great 
English  layman  of  die  past  century. 
Grace,  the  cross,  faith,  repent¬ 
ance  and  the  spirit's  work,  sidistl- 
tution*  and  reconciliation  are  some 
of  die  areas  developed  in  clear  and 
lucid  fashion  in  dils  volume. 

Needless  to  say,  this  volume  is 
to  be  highly  recommended  for  the 
library  of  suyooe  who  desires  to 
know  more  of  die  deep  things  of 
God.  R  will  serve  not  only  as  an 
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Introduction  to  these  truths  but  as 
a  reference  book  to  be  constantly 
used  in  the  ministry  of  pastor  and 
layman  alike. 

J.  F.  Rand 

MODERN  RIVALS  TO  CHRISTIAN 
FAITH.  By  Corneliiis  Loew. 
The  Westminster  Press,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  1956.  96  pp.  $1. 00. 

The  false  loyalties  held  by  mod¬ 
em  mnn  today  in  effect  make  him 
an  idolater,  points  out  Loew  indiis 
opening  voliune  of  the  Layman's 
Theological  Library.  In  less  Hum 
ahundred  pages  he  seeks  to  analyse 
die  various  beliefs  which  have 
turned  man  away  from  Christian 
faith. 

The  reader  will  find  this  an  ex¬ 
cellent  apologetic  for  Christianity 
as  the  author  deals  with  science, 
democracy,  and  national  pride. 
Indeed  his  brief  section  on  science 
and  religlcm  is  one  of  the  best  brief 
treatments  this  reviewer  has  seen. 

It  is  when  be  turns  to  the  second 
seotian  entitled  "Idolatry  'Inside 
Christianity,'"  diat  the  author  falls 
to  satisfy  the  Bible  believer.  Bible 
Christianity  is  jElven  its  old  famil- 
Ur  tag  of  "Bibllolatry"  and  he  suc¬ 
cumbs  to  the  higher  critical 
approaph  which  one  might  expect 
from  a  disolple  of  Reinhold  Nie¬ 
buhr.  One  of  the  satisfactory  por¬ 
tions  of  die  second  section,  how¬ 
ever,  is  his  treatment  of  the 
approach  to  religion  of  Norman 
Vincent  Peale  whic^  he  declares 
•«piits  man  in  the  driver's  seat  in¬ 
stead 'oTTkid  and  broadcasts  the 
good  news  dist  we  are  to  work  out 
our  own  salvation,  not  with  rever- 
enoe  and  hamility,  but  with  oonfl- 
denoe  and  effloienoy. " 


What  is  disturbing  about  this 
book  is  that  Loew  takes  away  the 
idols  from  the  American  people, 
but  does  not  offer  an]rthlng  in  return. 
The  case  is  diagnosed  correcdy, 
but  the  remedy  of  salvation  and  a 
vital  spiritual  life  throu^  Jesus 
Christ  is  ignored. 

J.  F.  Rand 

THE  MESSIAH  IN  THE  OLD  TES¬ 
TAMENT.  By  Helmer  Ringgren. 

Alec  R.  AUenscm,  Naperville, 

ni.,  1956.  71  pp.  $1.50. 

This  monograph  is  anexegetical 
treatment  of  Messianic  passages 
in  the  Old  Testament.  Among  the 
passages  which  are  handled  are 
Psalms  2,  72,  110,  Isaiah  7,  9,  11, 
42,  53.  The  author  groups  these 
and  many  other  passages  under 
four  headlxigs:  royal  psalms.  Mes¬ 
sianic  prophecies,  the  servant  of 
the  Lord,  and  die  so-called  servant 
psalms.  The  exegesis  is  limited 
in  scope— so  mnoh  so  that  the  re¬ 
viewer  wonders  if  Ringgren  has 
really  attempted  to  be  objective  in 
his  pursuit  of  truth.  As  the  foot¬ 
notes  and  interpretation  reveal,  the 
author  adheres  closely  totiis  Scan¬ 
dinavian  school  of  dkou^.  His 
conclusions  are  surprisin^y  oon- 
servative,  but  the  reasoniagby 
which  they  are  renchsd  is  uncon¬ 
vincing.  A  definitive  treatment  of 
the  Biblical  concept  of  ttw  Mtsslah 
remains  to  be  written.  Rii^npren's 
small  volume  is  inresented  as  one 
of  the  Studies  in  l^lioal  Theology 
sertes,  which  proposes  "to  set  out 
more  clearly  ttw  nature  of  Bibliosl 
faith  as  a  living  phsnomanon  of  vi¬ 
tal  slgniHosaoe  for  toe  oonteauio- 
rary  Christian." 


D.  W.  Toui« 
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A  GREEK-ENGLISH  LEXICON  OF 
THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  and 
Other  Early  Christian  Litera¬ 
ture.  By  William  F.  Arndt  and 
F.  Wilbur  Gingrich.  University 
of  Chicago  Press,  Chicago, 
1957.  909  pp.  $14.00. 

An  advertising  brochure  of  this 
work  describes  it  as  "a  book  that 
renders  all  older  dictionaries  of 
New  Testament  .Greek  obsolete.*' 
In  large  measure  the  student  of  the 
Greek  of  the  New  Testament  must 
agree  with  this  bold  evaluati(m. 
There  is  no  question  that  it  makes 
available  to  the  English  reader  ma¬ 
terial  that  cannot  be  found  in  any 
other  lexicon. 

This  massive  and  brilliant  woric 
Is  a  translation  of  Walter  Bauer's 
Grlechlsch-Deutsches  Wdrterbuch 
zu  den  Schriften  des  Neuen  TesU- 
Tnwntw  der  ubrlgen  urchrist- 
llchen  Literatur  in  its  fourth  edition 
(1949-52).  The  translators  are 
Lu^ran  scholars.  W.  F.  Arndt 
is  Professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Concordia  Seminary,  and  F.  W. 
Gingrich  is  Professor  of  Greek  and 
Religion  at  Albright  College.  The 
translation  is  well  done  and  in  ad¬ 
dition  the  translators  have  been 
responsible  for  some  significant 
adiq>tations  and  additions.  The  ref¬ 
erences  to  scholarly  literature, 
one  of  the  outstanding  features  of 
the  lexicon,  have  been  brought  vp 
to  the  latter  part  of  1954.  The 
great  Gdttingen  scholar's  work  has 
appeared  in  English  for  the  first 
time  in  excellent  style. 

After  Bauer's  introduction  to 
the  lexicon,  translated  from  the 
second  edition,  the  lexicon  takes  up 
each  word  in  tte  Greek  New  ..esta- 
ment.  Included  are  some  words 
found  In  apparatus  of  the  Nestle 
text  sad  a  few  words  not  found  in 
Bauer.  And,  of  course,  many 
words  not  found  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  are  treated,  words  which  of¬ 
ten  tiirow  light  on  New  Testament 
usage,  b  fact,  die  lexicon  contains 


the  results  of  an  investigation  of 
recently  discovered  Greek  litera¬ 
ture  from  the  fourth  century  B.C. 
to  Byzantine  times. 

Tlie  chief  value  of  any  lexicon  is 
not  so  much  its  definitions  or  word 
classifications  but  the  amount  of 
evidence  to  which  it  is  able  to  direct 
its  reader.  As  an  index  to  evidence 
regarding  the  meaning  of  New  Tes¬ 
tament  words,  this  lexiccm  is  in¬ 
valuable.  Of  the  greatest  value  are 
its  iq}-to-date  r^erences  to  dis¬ 
cussions  ot  words  in  scholarly  pe¬ 
riodical  literature.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  readers  of  this  periodi¬ 
cal  to  know  that  Bibliotheca  Sacra 
articles  are  referred  to  in  the  lex¬ 
icon. 

The  publishers  claim  that  the 
last  scholarly  Greek-English  lexi¬ 
cal  of  the  New  Testament  was  pub¬ 
lished  over  forty  years  ago.  While 
one  ml^t  question  this,  for  cer¬ 
tainly  G.  Abbott-Smlth's  A 

OmK  Lwdwn  sL  Sssl 

wwmt  (1936)  can  be  called  scholarly 
(although  brieO*  yst  it  must  be  ad¬ 
mitted  that  this  work  has  now  met 
the  need  bat  has  existed  for  an  iq>- 
to-date  and  scholarly  lexicon  for 
the  student  who  cannot  read  ad¬ 
vanced  German.  Older  works, 
such  as  Thayer's,  Cremer's,  and 
Abbott-Smib's  l^cons,  will  find 
considerably  less  use. 

It  is  veiry  difficult  to  be  critical 
of  bis  outstanding  work,  but  there 
is  one  feature  of  it  bat  should  be 
noted.  Etynsologioal  informatioais 
very  meager,  idthoug^  the  trans¬ 
lators  have  attempted  to  sigiply 
some  of  bis  lack.  Economic  con¬ 
siderations  have  undoubtedly  made 
bis  necessary,  but  be  deficiency 
still  exists. 

This  is  a  basic  work  which  no 
alert  New  Testament  student  can 
afford  to  be  without.  Used  as  a 
constant  study  tahle  companion,  it 
will  enrich  one's  understanding  of 
God's  Word  as  found  in  the  Greek 
New  Testament. 

8.  L.  Johnson,  Jr. 


PERIODICAL  REVIEW 

By  Librarian  James  F.  Rand,  Th.  D. 


Barnette,  Henlee  H. ,  "Pastoral 
Counselling  of  Candidates  for 
Church  Vocations, "  Review  and 
Expositor,  54:3:432-40,  July 
1957. 

A  survey  of  five  hundred  stu¬ 
dents  In  a  Southern  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  reveals  that  only  one  third  of 
them  talked  with  dieir  pastors  as 
much  as  an  hour  about  their  deoi- 
si<Mi  to  enter  a  church  vocation. 
This  startling  statistic  in  this  ar¬ 
ticle  by  a  professor  at  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at 
Louisville  brings  into  sharp  focus 
an  area  of  pastor al  counselling 
which  should  not  be  nefdected.  He 
points  out  that  in  many  cases  there 
is  evident  confusion  among  young 
people  who  enroll  in  seminaries 
but  do  not  understand  the  "mean¬ 
ing  of  being  'called*  into  special 
Christian  service,"  and  "have  not 
settled  in  their  minds  Just  what 
specific  church  vocation  to  enter." 
Barnette  points  out  that  "diere  are 
at  least  diree  specific  thingu  that 
a  pastor  can  do  to  nurture  and  ra- 
courage  the  growth  of  young 
preachers"  both  before  they  enter 
school  and  during  the  time  of  prep¬ 
aration.  'Tirst,  he  can  provide 
clinical  siQwrvislon  in  the  work  sf 
pastor,"  allowing  the  young 
preacher  to  accompany  him  tm  pas¬ 
toral  visits,  sit  in  oommlifcee 
meetings,  teadi  him  the  fundamen¬ 
tals  of  sermon  preparatian.  "Sec¬ 
ond,  die  pastor  may  wisely  guide 
the  candidate  in  praotioal  matters 
which  will  oontribate  to  his  getting 


started  in  the  ri|^  direction  and 
give  him  a  chance  to  exercise  his 
gift  of  preaching."  "Finally,  the 
pastor  can  help  the  ]roung  preacher 
to  face  iq)  to  his  personal  problems 
and  to  resolve  them.  His  major 
problems  are:  choosing  and  financ¬ 
ing  educatlcm,  feelings  of  personal 
unwordiiness,  problems  of  theolog¬ 
ical  thought,  and  problems  of 
courtship  and  marriage.  Pastoral 
counselling  from  the  beginning  of 
the  candidate's  decision  would  save 
him  from  frustration  later  on." 
These  would  seem  to  be  worthy 
suggestions  for  all  pastors  to  adopt 
to  their  own  particular  situation. 

Hunter,  Donald  If.,  "The  Sabbadi 

Question,"  Our  Hope,  64:2:77- 

90,  August,  1957. 

This  outstanding  Bible  study 
magasine  came  under  critioism 
some  months  ago  for  its  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  new  movement  approv¬ 
ing  Seventh-day  Adventists  as 
evangdioais.  It  is  commendable, 
however,  that  Our  Hope  also  began 
a  series  of  artieies  "on  certain 
doctrines  wherein  we  believe  that 
Seventii-day  Adventism  errs." 
This  article  is  ttvelast  of  the  series 
which  tnoludsd  preeeatatioes  of 
tiwir  position  on  eternal  pusish- 
ment,  the  IxSermediate  state,  the 
cleansing  of  the  heavenly  ssaotniiry, 
the  two  goats  of  LevtOous  16,  sad 
the  sinless  human  natsreof  Christ. 
This  concluding  artiole  presents 
Hw  doctrine  by  which  this  sect  is 
most  popularly  knows.  The  anther 
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l^vea  a  full  diacuaslon  of  ttie  de* 
▼elopment  of  die  Sabbath  as  a  day 
of  rest,  points  out  its  degeneration 
from  a  day  of  rest  into  a  day  of 
legalistic  observance,  and  sets 
forth  its  new  position  as  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  dieday  of  the  new 
creation  commemorating  the  res* 
urrectimi  of  Christ.  This  was  <h;>* 
posed  by  the  Judaisers  of  the  New 
Testament  period;  in  our  day,  the 
Sevendi*day  Adventists  "insist  that 
Christians  must  observe  the  sev- 
enth*day  sabbath. "  "Like  most 
Christians  in  this  dispoisation  of 
the  Spirit,  we  believe  that  to  return 
to  the  observance  of  the  seventh 
day,  the  day  symbolic  of  the  old 
creation,  the  day  on  which  our 
Saviour  lay  silent  in  the  grave, 
would  be  to  step  back  into  the  era 
of  pre-Christian  Judaism."  Espe¬ 
cially  pertinent  i  s  his  section  on 
how  to  observe  the  Lord's  day, 
summed  vp  in  this  brief  statement; 
"The  Lord's  day,  dien,  is  not  a 
legal  oeremonial  bondage  but  a  day 
in  which  to  oommemorate  die  Sav¬ 
iour's  resurrection;  a  day  to  be 
wholly  consecrated  to  tbs  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
and  Joy." 

This  article  is  of  value  not  only 
as  a  refutation  of  die  Seventh-day 
Adventiat  position  but  also  as  a 
positive  contribution  to  our  uadsr- 
standhig  of  ths  meaning  sad  signtf- 
leanoe  of  ths  Lord's  day,  often 
mistakenly  called  the  Chriatisa 
Sabbath. 

MoNssly,  Richard  I.,  "Is  Tour 

Singing  Biblical?"  Btsruity, 

8:8:11-13,  34,  August,  1357. 

Is  singing  for  eatsrtaiamont 


only,  or  does  the  Bible  give  us 
other  reasons  for  music  in  the 
church?  The  audior,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Brethren  Church  in 
Long  Beach,  California,  points  out 
that  the  New  Testament  gives  three 
functions  of  music  in  the  church: 
speaking  (Eph.  5:19);  teaching,  and 
edifying  (Col.  3:18). 

In  its  function  of  speaking, 
"spiritual  music  is  the  expression 
of  the  soul  vfho  is  on  intimate 
terms  with  Jesus  Christ  and  filled 
widi  the  Holy  l^plrlt  of  God. "  The 
second  NewTestament  usage  Is  the 
impartation  of  truth.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  Mr.  McNeely  has  a  wel¬ 
come  word  of  admonition  against 
the  use  of  hymns  which  are  not 
dootrinally  correct.  Too  often 
doctrinal  errors  are  committed  by 
die  hymn  writer's  desire  to  make 
the  hymn  rhjrme.  The  final  use  is 
diat  of  eidiortation.  Two  observa¬ 
tions  are  made  with  regard  to  mu¬ 
sic  in  church  today.  "First, 
Scripture  never  indicates  that  songs 
are  to  be  directed  to  unsaved  peo¬ 
ple;  the  admonition  is  'speaking  to 
yourselves, '  and  'teaching  and  ad¬ 
monishing  one  another. '  It  is  the 
Joy  of  our  salvation  which  is  to  at¬ 
tract  those  who  have  not  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  which  we  sing."  "Second, 
our  songs  are  to  express  our  own 
saperlenoeo  wtdi  die  Lord;  they  are 
to  teach  about  Him,  His  person. 
His  work,  and  are  to  be  set  in  the 
framework  of  spirituality. " 

Treodiard,  Ernest  H. ,  "Qraca, 

Covenant  and  Law,"  Evangelical 

Qaarterly,  33:3:131-48,  July- 

Septsmbar,  1357. 

This  artiele  meets  cneofthe 
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orltioal  problems  of  our  time  for 
it  seeks  to  answer  the  following 
questions:  "Will  not  sn  over¬ 
emphasis  of  grace  and  faith  for  die 
whole  work  of  salvatton  (including 
sanctification)  lead  some  to  neglect 
die  safeguards  of  diligence  and 
perseverance  in  godliness?  Will 
not  some  who  have  been  taught  to 
'let  go  and  let  Ood*  presume  to 
Kuperior  sanctity  on  the  basis  of  a 
frothy  'experience'  and  fail  to 
maintain  a  serious  and  steady  tes¬ 
timony?  Should  they  not  rather 
listen  to  at  least  some  of  the  blun¬ 
ders  of  Sinai?"  The  pertinence  of 
diis  article  is  demonstrated  by  the 
appearance  of  a  study  on  the  fear 
of  Ood  by  Alan  Rechn^t  pastor  of 
Moody  Memorial  Church  (Eternity, 
8:8:16-17,  37-39,  August,  1957) 
in  which  the  relationship  of  belief 
unto  salvation  and  the  consequent 
life  of  obedience  on  die  part  of  the 
Christian  is  set  forth  so  strongly 
dist  many  oould  get  the  impression 
that  salvation  has  two  oonditions: 
belief  and  obedience.  In  Trench- 
ard's  presentation,  the  distinction 
between  grace  and  law  is  clearly 
maintained.  Note  this  clear  state¬ 
ment:  "'Christ  is  the  end  of  die 
law  unto  righteousness  to  everyone 
diat  believeth,'  andif  the  'rii^teous 
requirements  of  the  law'  are  not 
produced  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  the  basis  of  the  work  of 
Calvary  for  those  'who  walk  not 
after  the  flesh  but  sfter  die  ^lirit,' 
it  will  be  labour  lost  to  return  the 
saints  to  die  school  of  the  law. 
'Christ  in  you  die  hope  of  glory'  Is 
full  of  infinite  power  and  If  the 
power  of  shn  is  not  broken  by  Him, 
a  partial  return  to  the  whip  of  the 
law  will  be  totally  ineffective.  V 


there  is  a  danger  of  'antinomian- 
ism'  it  must  be  cured  by  the  'law 
of  the  Spirltof  life  in  Christ  Jesus' 
and  not  by  reviving  a  feeble  echo 
of  die  diunders  of  Sinai. "  This  is 
a  welcome  corrective  to  much  of 
the  writing  of  today  which  seeks  to 
produce  qiiritual  living  among 
Christiana  by  placing  them  bacdc 
under  the  law. 

Bamhouse,  Donald  Grey,  "Twenti¬ 
eth  Century  Pharisaism,"  Eter¬ 
nity,  8:8:6-7,  46-47,  August, 
1957. 

The  editor  of  this  popular  Bible 
study  magaaine  writes  a  oootrover- 
sial  article  which  will  have  rqier- 
oussions  for  some  mondui  tooome. 
He  presents  the  Pharisees  as  the 
separatists  of  Jesus' day  who  "made 
strict  obedience  to  the  Law  of  Mo¬ 
ses  the  test  of  all  Ilfs  and  their  hope 
in  diis  world  and  the  next  hung  on 
strict  conformity  to  that  Law. 
Their  sole  desire  was  to  separate 
themselves  f  r  o  m  the  contamina¬ 
tion  of  'unclean'  things  and  from 
the  common  people  who  were  less 
concerned  with  scrupulous  observ¬ 
ance  of  fine  points  of  the  Law." 
Bamhouse  poiots  out  diat  Christtan 
fellowship  in  this  day  sad  age  "must 
be  on  the  basis  of  new  life  in  Christ, 
not  because  of  intellectual  knowl¬ 
edge."  He  would  sitostitute  this 
standard  for  that  of  the  Pharisees 
of  our  day  that  people  are  either 
all  right  or  all  wrong  aocwdlng  to 
whedwr  they  agree  with  a  pre¬ 
scribed  set  of  doctrines.  "If  1  be¬ 
lieve  that  Ood  has  truly  saved  a 
man  1  must  seek  to  be  as  doss  to 
him  as  he  will  1st  me  be,"  he 
polats  out. 
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